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OCCA Announces 2010 Conservationist of the Year 

James Herman Lauded for Conservation and Environmental Education Efforts 

COOPERSTOWN – Otsego County Conservation Association has announced that James 

Herman is the recipient of this year’s Conservationist of the Year award. Herman, nominated by 

OCCA volunteer Sarah MacArthur, is being recognized for his role in educating municipal 

officials and the community at large on the possible environmental risks of current high impact 

environmental threats, particularly high pressure hydraulic fracturing methods used by the 

natural gas drilling industry. 

Over the past several years, Herman has worked tirelessly to educate the public about the 

possible dangers of hydraulic fracturing, or hydrofracking. MacArthur wrote of Herman on the 

nominating form: “He believes in the power of people and grass roots efforts to prevent 

catastrophic damage to our environment.” 

“I spent a lot of time in intensely developed oil and gas patches in Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma, 

Wyoming and Colorado,” Herman explained. “The break neck gold rush mentality of 

exploration, production, and extraction of oil or gas is not a pretty sight and it can contaminate 

air, water, and soil. I knew this from experience, but I did not know the details. My research into 

these issues revealed the potential problems associated with unconventional shale gas 

production.” 

Herman lives in Hartwick with his wife, Lilian Voorhees. First coming to the area in 2006, for 

several years they commuted back and forth from New York City as they built a house and 

continued business relations there. 

“Otsego County is beautiful. It has a low density population, as well as a world-class opera, a 

very good art museum, and great people,” said Herman. “Eighty to 100,000 gas wells across 

New York State would mean that the same environmental impacts experienced by the above 

mentioned states could become a reality here, where we still have clean water and air.” 

As a property owner here, Herman has a vested interest in learning all he can about 

hydrofracking, but his experiences out west are what prompted him to share information locally. 



“I grew up in Wichita, KS near El Dorado, which was one of the first oil plays that pinpointed oil 

by scientific methods. This took place back in 1908, or something like that. Two of my uncles 

were wildcat oil and gas men in Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma and Mexico,” James recounted. “As a 

kid I used to ask them to take me to the wells, but they always refused because they said that it 

would be too dangerous.” 

After months of investigation into unconventional shale gas production methods in 2007-2008, 

Herman said it took him about a year to reach his conclusions on hydrofracking.  

“I gave three talks in 2008 about shale gas, and this was before I found out through OCCA’s gas 

lease map that the 400 acres of productive farmland next to my property was leased to a land 

company,” Herman recalled. “This gave me added incentive to investigate further and share my 

findings with municipal officials and the public. I had to convince myself that Lilian and I would 

be safe if drilling takes place on the 400 acres next door. Then when the draft SGEIS was issued 

by the DEC and the flaws were so obvious to so many, I was further motivated.” 

Among the presentations given by Herman in 2008 was a PowerPoint on the environmental risks 

of hydrofracking to the Otsego County Board of Representatives. According to MacArthur, he 

spent an enormous amount of time doing the research and shared his findings freely with others 

to empower their communities to help preserve the environment. Herman was also a panelist in 

gas drilling forums presented in March, 2009 by Sustainable Otsego in Cherry Valley, 

Cooperstown and Oneonta, which more than 300 people attended.  

“James Herman has provided a personal account of an environmental issue to the public. His 

message resonates and has contributed to a grass roots movement and environmental awareness 

which continues to swell. His tireless efforts to educate and inform as an environmental advocate 

are what make him stand out,” said OCCA Executive Director Erik Miller. 

In 2010, Herman was instrumental in a number of environmental initiatives countywide. In 

February, he organized the Otsego County tour of DISH, Texas Mayor Calvin Tillman. DISH is 

located in the heart of the Barnett Shale natural gas fields and has 11 compressor stations, three 

monitoring stations, and 20 pipelines within two square miles. Tillman, responding to numerous 

community concerns, moved forward in 2009 with an air quality assessment of his township 

which confirmed the presence of high concentrations of carcinogens and neurotoxins. He met on 

February 16 of this year with county and state officials in both Cooperstown and Oneonta to 

share information and make recommendations based on his experiences. Later that same day 

Tillman also spoke to a crowd of about 120 people at the Unitarian Universalist Society of 

Oneonta. 

Herman also organized the June 16 showing of the documentary “Gasland,” in which filmmaker 

Josh Fox raises awareness about the possible negative impacts of hydraulic fracturing on public 

health and the environment. Approximately 500  people attended this free event, which was held 

at Cooperstown Central School. Cooperstown was one of 20 communities in Pennsylvania and 

New York chosen to host an evening of awareness and action against unsafe gas drilling, leading 

up to the June 21 HBO premiere of “Gasland,” winner of this year’s Sundance Special Jury 

Prize. 



MacArthur praises Herman’s willingness to partner with area environmental organizations and 

activists. An originating contributor to Sustainable Otsego, Herman designed the SO website, 

provided visual information and researched appropriate documents on hydraulic fracturing. He 

has also worked with and assisted OCCA, Otsego 2000, Citizens Against Unsafe Gas Drilling 

and Chenango Delaware Otsego Gas Drilling Opposition Group, among others. 

“I have tried to work with as many groups as I could. I found that they have points of 

disagreement which often prevent their ability to work together. I try to remain independent in 

order to be able to emphasize the best of each to the other,” Herman said. 

In addition to environmental groups, Herman has also consulted heavily with gas industry 

representatives. This summer, he arranged a fact-finding trip to Dimock, PA to view gas drilling 

activities, during which he and others spoke at length with George Stark, director of external 

affairs for Cabot Oil and Gas, on Cabot’s approach to drilling. He has attended meetings hosted 

by Gastem USA, an oil and gas exploration and development company currently operating in 

Otsego County. Compulsory integration, real estate and gas leases, and payment of royalties are 

among the topics he has explored with New York landowner group attorneys as well as 

international law firms. 

“James has proven himself to be non-confrontational in getting information out and leveraging 

like-minded organizations in environmental efforts. He has been able to effectively change 

behaviors, a difficult task, and build bridges between opposing groups,” Miller said. “In his 

research, data collection and dissemination of information, James has included both sides of the 

hydrofracking debate, an important part of the education process.” 

An internationally shown designer and creative director, Herman is recognized for combining 

creativity with practical implementation. He holds a master of fine arts from the University of 

Oregon and a bachelor of fine arts from Southwest Missouri State University and is the owner 

and operator of James Herman Art and Design in Cooperstown. Herman’s patented champagne 

stool – winner of the “Architects in Design” competition at the New York Design Center – has 

been featured in “The New York Times” and is used in the bar of The Bubble Lounge, New 

York City’s first champagne bar. For more information, visit www.jamesherman.biz.  

Herman will be honored at OCCA’s Annual Dinner, to be held on Friday, November 12 at The 

Lake House in Richfield Springs. Special recognition for environmental excellence will also be 

given to the Milford Central School Education Foundation/M.I.S.S.I.O.N., Jane O’Bryan, and 

Milford Central School for promotion of environmental education, eco-friendly practices, and 

volunteerism, and to John Stevens of Oneonta for lifetime achievement in advocating for natural 

resource appreciation. 

Hans Arnold, a consultant to the Otsego County Solid Waste Committee, past president of the 

New York State Association of Solid Waste Managers and former executive director of the 

Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority, will give the keynote address. Arnold will provide an 

overview of what comprises our solid waste, statewide solid waste management, a history of 

solid waste management in Otsego County, and options for the future. 

http://www.jamesherman.biz/


Annual Dinner menu choices are prime rib, shrimp scampi or eggplant roulade. All selections 

include salad, rolls, carrot cake and tea or coffee. There will be a cash bar at 6 p.m., followed by 

the dinner and program at 7 p.m. Reservations, $35 per person, are required by Friday, 

November 5. For more information, visit www.occainfo.org or e-mail admin@occainfo.org 

OCCA is a private, non-profit environmental membership organization dedicated to promoting 

the enjoyment and sustainable use of Otsego County's natural resources through education, 

advocacy, resource management, research, and planning. For more information on OCCA, or to 

support our mission, call (607) 547-4488 or visit www.occainfo.org. 
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