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OCCA Hires Environmental Planner 

COOPERSTOWN – Tavis J. Austin, a native of Hartwick and 1996 graduate of Cooperstown 

Central School, has been hired by Otsego County Conservation Association to fill the 

organization’s newly-created environmental planner position. 

Austin earned his B.S. in natural resources planning from Humboldt State University in Arcata, 

CA. His career has encompassed municipal and environmental planning posts on the West Coast 

and in the Intermountain West, where he was accredited by the American Institute of Certified 

Planners. 

“My ultimate goal was to return to the Otsego County area, to assist the municipalities and 

people of the very region that originally pointed me in the direction of land use planning,” Austin 

said. 

Now living in Hartwick with his wife, Erin, and their two children, Austin has come home to 

apply his knowledge and experiences. He will focus on assisting communities with planning 

their initiatives in order to preserve those resources inherent to the area while permitting 

development compatible with their needs and desires. 

Austin’s planning background is extensive, as an engineering technician, planning technician, 

planner and senior planner. Since returning to Otsego County in 2009, he has worked with the 

Village of Cooperstown, the Town of Hartwick and the Otsego County Planning Department on 

topics ranging from road preservation to SEQR compliance. 

OCCA is able to bring municipal and planning services to the Upper Susquehanna Watershed 

thanks to an increase in funding. Austin was selected from a pool of more than 80 candidates. 

“We will be launching a circuit rider program,” explained Executive Director Erik Miller. 

“Essentially Tavis is  on staff to work with Otsego County communities on issues relative to 

them, ranging from comprehensive planning and regulations to environmental reviews. This 

position will help bring environmental concerns to the forefront of community decisions.” 

Austin’s responsibilities will also entail public outreach on planning issues, invasive species and 

alternative energy, hands-on invasive species management and trail maintenance, research on 

various environmental issues, grant writing, and fundraising. 



OCCA is a private, non-profit environmental membership organization dedicated to promoting 

the enjoyment and sustainable use of Otsego County's natural resources through education, 

advocacy, resource management, research, and planning. For more information on OCCA, or to 

support our mission, call (607) 547-4488 or visit www.occainfo.org 
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