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OCCA, LVGC Sponsor Nature Walk at Leatherstocking 

COOPERSTOWN – On Sunday, November 14 from 2-4 p.m., the Otsego County Conservation 

Association and the Lake and Valley Garden Club will co-sponsor a nature walk on 

Leatherstocking Golf Course. Course Superintendent Bernie Banas will lead the hike, during 

which he will talk about the integrated pest management program used at the golf course and 

about the “greening” of the course management. Dr. John Davis of the Delaware-Otsego 

Audubon Society will also be on hand to identify birds along the way. 

Participants will meet in the golf course parking lot, north of the Cooperstown Country Club.  

The entrance is approximately 200 feet north of The Farmers’ Museum church on State Route 80 

– look for the opening in the stone wall and drive toward the lake, taking the left fork up the hill 

to the parking lot. Walkers are asked to meet at this location at 1:45 p.m.  The event is free and 

open to the public, but pre-registration is preferred by calling (607) 547-4020.    

Earlier this fall, OCCA Board President Martha Clarvoe toured Leatherstocking with new OCCA 

Board member Linda Kehoe, who is also a member of the Leatherstocking Women’s Golf 

Association. Banas showed them around the 102-year-old, 18-hole championship course while 

providing an overview of Leatherstocking’s best management practices and environmental 

safeguards.  

“According to some of our critics we have not done enough with regard to the possible 

contamination of Otsego Lake by phosphates, fertilizers, insecticides and weed killers which 

may be introduced into the lake via the Leatherstocking Golf Course,” said Clarvoe. “After 

touring Leatherstocking, I can see why some may perceive the golf course as a major polluter of 

Otsego Lake. Its location, combined with the inorganic turf management applications, is not 

ideal. At the same time, I can also appreciate the beauty of this open space and am impressed by 

the improvements Banas has made, especially in the areas of chemical use reduction and safety, 

and water quality management.” 

In 2000, Audubon International officially designated Leatherstocking Golf Course as a "Certified 

Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary" under its Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System. This 

program, supported by the United States Golf Association, recognizes golf courses that protect 

the environment, conserve natural resources and provide wildlife habitats.  Qualifying golf 

courses require a management plan which includes environmental management practices in six 

key areas: 



• Environmental Planning 

• Wildlife and Habitat Management 

• Chemical Use Reduction and Safety 

• Water Conservation 

• Water Quality Management    

• Outreach and Education 

In order to achieve “Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary” status, Leatherstocking Golf 

Course has implemented best management practices to enhance existing natural habitats and 

landscaping to promote wildlife and biodiversity conservation; to ensure that chemicals are 

stored, handled, applied and disposed of safely; to maximize the efficient use of water; and to 

eliminate potential nutrient or pesticide contamination of water sources. 

For more information about the hike, contact OCCA Board President Martha Clarvoe, (607) 547-

4020, or LVGC President Lucy Townsend, (607) 547-8877. To learn more about OCCA and 

LVGC, visit their websites, www.occinfo.org and www.lvgca.org  
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