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OCCA Hires Environmental Planner 

COOPERSTOWN – Effective December 12, Rima Shamieh has joined the Otsego County 

Conservation Association (OCCA) staff as environmental planner and head of the organization’s 

Circuit Rider Planner Program. 

Shamieh, who holds a bachelor’s degree in molecular environmental biology from the University 

of California at Berkeley, completed her master’s degree in city and regional planning in 2010 at 

Cornell University. She has lived in upstate New York for seven years. 

Immediately prior to coming to OCCA, Shamieh was employed as a Marcellus Shale horizontal 

drilling analyst for Cornell’s Community and Regional Development Institute (CaRDI). She is 

the co-author of a narrated PowerPoint presentation on updates to the NYSDEC revised draft 

SGEIS on the Oil, Gas and Solution Mining Regulatory Program, released last month by Cornell 

Cooperative Extension and CaRDI, and recently completed an internship with the Bradford 

County Office of Community Planning and Grants in Pennsylvania. 

“I’m thrilled to be working for OCCA.  This position is ideal because I can draw from all my 

past experiences in non-profits, ecology, and planning, and it will also allow me to do what I 

truly love, which is to work with communities to enhance their quality of life,” Shamieh said. 

Shamieh’s planning expertise includes subdivision and land development site plan reviews, 

model zoning ordinances for solar and wind energies and biomass digesters, housing needs 

assessment, housing market analysis, comprehensive plan development, and State Environmental 

Quality Review (SEQR). She has nearly 10 years of experience in conducting research, 

analyzing data, and managing databases, and also has extensive education and research 

experience in terrestrial and plant ecology. 

OCCA is able to bring municipal and planning services to the Upper Susquehanna Watershed 

thanks to an increase in funding. Shamieh was selected from a pool of more than 80 candidates. 

“First and foremost, Rima will be working to complete OCCA’s existing circuit rider contracts,” 

said Acting Executive Director Darla M. Youngs. “She has hit the ground running, and is 

currently also working on writing, editing and compiling OCCA’s final comments on the SGEIS. 



“In addition to her planning and environmental expertise, Rima has valuable experience working 

with non-profits and managing and recruiting volunteers. On so many levels, we are lucky to 

have her on board,” Youngs said. 

The position of environmental planner was created by OCCA to help bring environmental 

concerns to the forefront of community decisions, and to work with Otsego County communities 

on issues relative to them, ranging from comprehensive planning and regulations to 

environmental reviews. 

Shamieh’s responsibilities will also entail public outreach on planning issues, invasive species 

and alternative energy, hands-on invasive species management and trail maintenance, research 

on various environmental issues, grant writing, and fundraising. 

“I look forward to working with OCCA partners and area communities to protect our natural 

resources and enhance the quality of life for all our residents,” Shamieh said. 

In addition to her new role at OCCA, Shamieh continues to serve on the City of Ithaca 

Conservation Advisory Council. She is a member of the American Planning Association Upstate 

New York Chapter and Planners Network.  

OCCA is a private, non-profit environmental membership organization dedicated to promoting 

the appreciation and sustainable use of Otsego County's natural resources through education, 

advocacy, resource management, research, and planning. For more information on OCCA, or to 

support programming, call (607) 547-4488 or visit www.occainfo.org. 
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