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Get in the Game! Drop off your Kicks at Earth Festival, April 9 
 

MILFORD – Footwear of all kinds will be collected during the sixth annual Earth Festival at 

Milford Central School on Saturday, April 9. Event organizers will accept athletic shoes and 

sneakers for recycling as part of Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program. Other gently worn footwear – 

dress shoes, sandals, pumps, heels, work boots, cleats, dance shoes and flip flops – will be 

donated to the Soles4Souls Program. 

 

Worn out athletic shoes and sneakers will be shipped to the Nike factory in Tennessee to be re-

ground into Nike Grind Foam, a raw material made from recycled athletic shoes collected 

through the Reuse-A-Shoe program, manufacturing scrap, and shoes with manufacturing flaws. 

From running tracks and basketball and tennis courts to playgrounds and even synthetic turf 

fields, sports surfaces of all types can incorporate Nike Grind into their design, decreasing the 

need for virgin rubber and other materials, and offering an alternative to recycled products like 

tire rubber, which may not meet consumer products safety guidelines. Nike has collected more 

than 25 million pairs of shoes globally since 1990, promoting sustainability and its vision of  a 

closed-loop business – where waste at different stages of Nike operations, from contract factories 

to transportation and eventually products at the end of their life, can be recycled – as much of it 

as possible back into new Nike product. 

 

Shoes of all types will be accepted at Earth Festival for the Soles4Souls Program, which has 

given away nearly 12 million pairs of new and gently worn shoes in more than 125 countries 

since 2005. New and high grade used shoes are immediately earmarked for distribution in the 

United States or abroad. Lower grade used shoes are sorted and packed for distribution, and 

some are provided to micro enterprise programs in developing countries such as Haiti, Tanzania, 

and Honduras. The micro enterprise participants clean and recondition the shoes to sell locally. 

Shoes in very poor condition are unfit for the micro enterprise programs and are sent to recyclers 

in Pakistan who salvage the usable materials from the shoes. Funds raised by Soles4Souls from 

the micro enterprise and recycling programs are used to sustain its programs, such as covering 

the processing costs and paying for transporting shoes to crisis areas. 

 

Clean out your closet, take a peek under the bed and ask your friends and family – chances are, 

you'll find a few pairs of shoes lying around that have seen better days. Bring them to Earth 

Festival to find them a new home and a new use (a $1 donation per each pair of shoes will be 

requested to defray the cost of shipping). 

 



For more information on the Nike Reuse-A-Shoe Program at Earth Festival, call OCCA Special 

Projects Manager Martha Clarvoe at (607) 547-4020. To learn more about the Soles4Souls 

collection call Karen Agostino, representing the Milford Central School Mandarin language 

class, at (607) 286-4039. 

 

Now in its sixth year, Earth Festival is an environmentally-focused, interactive event featuring 

exhibits, activities, vendors and entertainment, all with a fun, earth-friendly twist. Earth Festival 

2011 is sponsored by Otsego County Conservation Association and Wildlife Learning Company. 

To register as an exhibitor or vendor, visit 

http://occainfo.org/documents/MasterLetter2011FINAL.pdf (student/school exhibits are free). 

For more information, call (607) 547-4488 or e-mail admin@occainfo.org. 
 

http://occainfo.org/documents/MasterLetter2011FINAL.pdf
mailto:admin@occainfo.org

