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Southern Tier Groundwater Baseline Initiative is Topic of Next WQCC 

Meeting 

COOPERSTOWN – Stephen Penningroth, Community Science Institute, will talk about that 

organization’s recent initiative to establish a regional groundwater baseline before the possible 

advent of high volume hydraulic fracturing for natural gas in the Southern Tier at the next 

Otsego County Water Quality Coordinating Committee meeting on Wednesday, November 30. 

Penningroth, executive director of CSI and technical director of its certified water testing lab, 

will also discuss ongoing stream monitoring programs with volunteer groups. 

Penningroth’s presentation, titled “Water Quality in the Southern Tier: Establishing Pre-Drilling 

Surface Water and Groundwater Baselines Through Informal Monitoring Partnerships,” will 

highlight risks to surface water and groundwater from the shale gas industry. The use of 

“signature chemicals” to identify gas well impacts will be discussed, and Penningroth will 

outline strategies for partnering with concerned citizens to monitor surface water and 

groundwater quality, and summarize the results of thousands of baseline tests on stream and 

groundwater samples performed by the Community Science Institute's certified lab in Ithaca. 

The Community Science Institute is a not-for-profit, 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization whose 

mission is to empower local people to understand their environment and manage their resources 

sustainably, particularly water. According to the website, “baselines can serve as benchmarks for 

assessing both the cumulative impacts from the shale gas industry over the long term and the 

immediate impacts from catastrophic events such as accidental spills and well casing failures. 

CSI has offered baseline testing of private drinking water wells since 2009.” 

Penningroth’s presentation ties in directly with growing efforts in Otsego County by the Otsego 

County Soil & Water Conservation District, Otsego County Conservation Association, SUNY-

Oneonta and others to establish groundwater and surface water baseline characteristics here. 

The WQCC meeting, which begins at 1 p.m. in Classroom A, will be hosted by the Otsego 

County Planning Department at 140 County Hwy. 33, Cooperstown. This event is free and open 

to the public; pre-registration is required by Friday, November 25. Those interested in 

attending should e-mail admin@occainfo.org or call (607) 547-4488.  

This event is made possible thanks to the Otsego County WQCC which, in order to better satisfy 

the educational component of its mission, has restructured its monthly meetings to include public 

information sessions. The OCWQCC was established in 1992 as a sub-committee of the Otsego 
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County Soil and Water Conservation District. It is comprised of a diverse group of people 

representing state and local government agencies, non-profit organizations, academic 

institutions, and lake associations. These members have technical expertise and knowledge and 

are committed to working to improve and maintain the quality of water in Otsego County 

through the reduction of nonpoint source pollution within  its boundaries. 

For more information on the WQCC, visit www.otsegosoilandwater.com/waterqualitycc.html 
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