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Small Businesses, Municipalities can still Reduce Energy Costs 
 

It’s not too late to take advantage of the Small Business Energy Efficiency Program, but time is 

running out for this year. The program is scheduled to end on December 31, 2011, by which 

time all customers must have completed installation. Almost 100 businesses countywide – 

including those in Gilbertsville, Otego, Morris, Oneonta, Hartwick, Cooperstown and Richfield 

Springs – have already signed up to reduce their lighting energy use by as much as 40 percent. 

The Otsego County Conservation Association has been assisting Lorraine Keckeisen, EnerPath 

energy service representative, by introducing her to business owners with qualifying lighting 

projects here in Otsego County. 

 

Mike Simmons, business manager at Smith-Cooperstown Inc., says, “The new lights are like 

‘night and day.’ Everyone comments about how much brighter they are. We are very happy with 

the lights and are looking forward to saving $4,500-$5,000 a year in our lighting costs.” 

Robert Holmes of Red Creek Woodworking is also very happy so far. “The new lights create less 

heat and do not buzz, so there isn’t that annoying noise like there was with the old lights. It will 

take some time to see how much the bill is reduced. I use the lights much more in the winter, so 

time will tell.”  

 

Under this program, eligible customers with demand of less than 100 kilowatts (kw) will receive 

a free energy assessment and have 70 percent of the cost of qualifying energy-efficient lighting 

upgrades paid for by NYSEG/RG&E. 

 

Other benefits for businesses include: enhanced quality of lighting and a new brighter look for 

your business, improved lighting equipment longevity, a reduction in electric costs, and 

“bragging rights” that you have made environmentally-conscious energy improvements. 

 

NYSEG and RG&E have selected EnerPath to administer this lighting program. For qualifying 

customers, EnerPath will conduct a free energy assessment, installing energy efficient lighting 

using qualified, licensed, and bonded subcontractors, and verify that all work is done to precise 

standards. 

 

Don’t delay, if you are interested in a free energy audit. Call Martha Clarvoe at OCCA, 607-547-

4020, or Lorraine Keckeisen, EnerPath energy service representative, toll free at 877-359-

9814 for more information. 
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Lorenzo Ramos of Express Energy of Ithaca, NY installs new electronic ballasts and T-8 bulbs in 

Ellsworth and Sills'  light fixture.  This is work is being done through the Small Business Energy 

Efficiency Program, carried out by EnerPath for NYSEG. 

 


