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Public Hearing on Proposed Gas Drilling Rules set for November 10 

ONEONTA – The City of Oneonta, Otsego County Conservation Association, and Otsego 2000 

will co-sponsor a public hearing on Thursday, November 10 for citizens to voice concerns 

regarding the proposed New York State Department of Environmental Conservation permit 

conditions which will be required for gas drilling in the Marcellus shale and other areas of New 

York State. 

According to the DEC, the Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement on the Oil, 

Gas and Solution Mining Regulatory Program has been developed to satisfy the requirements of 

the State Environmental Quality Review Act by studying the controversial technique of high-

volume hydraulic fracturing – used to extract natural gas from tight shale formations – and 

identifying potential significant adverse impacts for these anticipated operations. 

The public has until December 12 to review the proposed environmental mitigation measures in 

the draft SGEIS addressing environmental, socioeconomic, community character, visual, noise, 

and transportation, and other impacts. At that time, DEC will review the comments on the draft 

SGEIS and proposed regulations, and prepare responses to be released with the final SGEIS. No 

permits for high-volume hydraulic fracturing will be issued until the SGEIS is finalized and DEC 

issues the required Findings Statement. 

The hearing, to be held from 7-10 p.m. in SUNY-Oneonta’s Hunt Union ballroom, will be 

transcribed by a professional stenographer, and all comments will be sent to the DEC for 

submission into the official record.   

Comments should focus on changes in the 2011 revised draft SGEIS. The final SGEIS will apply 

statewide, except in areas that the DEC proposes should be off-limits to surface drilling for 

natural gas using high-volume hydraulic fracturing technology. 

Although the DEC has scheduled public hearings in other parts of the state, Otsego County was 

not among the selected sites. As a result, city officials, OCCA and Otsego 2000 have teamed up 

to host this event. The City of Oneonta and Otsego County officials held a similar public hearing 

in 2009, in response to the original draft SGEIS.  



“The gas drilling issue is huge, and we want folks, both pro and con, to have a chance to express 

themselves in a controlled public hearing,” said David Hutchison, chair of the City of Oneonta 

Environmental Board. 

The revised dSGEIS, both lengthy and highly technical in nature, will impact nearly 85 percent 

of the areas overlying the Marcellus shale. 

“Public outreach and participation is a necessity in this process, considering the magnitude of the 

dSGEIS and the potential environmental impacts. Otsego County residents whose lives may be 

affected by increased industrial activity, truck traffic, and/or the potential for spills or accidents 

should have an opportunity to comment, and their comments should become part of the official 

record,” said Darla M. Youngs, acting executive director for the Otsego County Conservation 

Association. 

Ellen Pope, Otsego 2000 executive director, added “Otsego County overlies both the Marcellus 

and the Utica shale formations  – citizens who are concerned about the impact that natural gas 

extraction could have on their livelihoods and lives need to voice those concerns to the DEC.  

We hope this public hearing will allow many in our area who cannot drive to Binghamton the 

chance to be heard.” 

Otsego County Planning Director Terry Bliss will moderate the hearing. Doors will open at 6 

p.m. so anyone wishing to make comments can be listed on a sign-in sheet. This hearing will 

follow the same format as those held by the DEC, with oral presentations limited to five minutes 

and speakers presenting in the order registered, as time permits.  Those wishing to make 

comments will be asked to focus their comments specifically on the contents of the draft SGEIS, 

rather than general statements for or against gas drilling. 

The dSGEIS can viewed at http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/75370.html. Paper copies are 

available at the Huntington Memorial Library in Oneonta, the Cooperstown Village Library, and 

the offices of Otsego 2000 in Cooperstown during regular hours. 
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