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OCCA Welcomes Sauerwald to New Position 

The Otsego County Conservation Association announced this week that L. Travis Sauerwald of 

Cooperstown has joined its staff as program director. In this newly-created position, Sauerwald 

will spearhead OCCA’s water quality, land use, solid waste, energy and natural resource 

appreciation initiatives. 

As park manager for the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, 

Sauerwald was responsible for personnel, grounds and property at Fort Delaware State Park, Fort 

DuPont State Park and the Port Penn Interpretive Center, where he created and conducted 

workshops and lectures on various conservation issues and regularly led events with upwards of 

200 volunteers. His certifications include Conservation Law Enforcement (National Park 

Service/University of Massachusetts), State Park Leadership (National Association of State Park 

Directors), Wilderness First Responder (Wilderness Medical Institute) and Wildland Firefighter 

(United States Forest Service). 

“We are excited to have Travis on board,” said OCCA Executive Director Darla M. Youngs. “He 

is already immersed in several projects involving alternative energy and education on organic 

herbicides, pesticides and fertilizers, and he will soon be setting the schedule for this year’s 

water chestnut hand pulling efforts and the nature walk series.” 

Sauerwald has worked professionally and as a volunteer with the Delaware Department of Fish 

and Wildlife, American Hiking Society, Sierra Club, Audubon Society, Wilderness Volunteers, 

and Tri-State Bird Rescue, and was a charter instructor for the Delaware “Becoming an 

Outdoors-Woman program” through Eastern Mountain Sports. He was a team leader for the Elk 

Neck State Park AmeriCorps program (Maryland) and has led coastal and inland bay cleanup 

efforts in Delaware. 

“In addition to expanding our program areas in solid waste management, stewardship and 

conservation, Travis will also look to increase OCCA’s volunteer opportunities, service projects 

and programs for youth. His experience lends itself to reinforcing our current programs and 

creating new initiatives as per our strategic plan,” Youngs added. 

Sauerwald is eager to work with OCCA staff and both existing and new partners countywide on 

issues ranging from sustainability to eco-tourism. 



“I am very happy to be joining OCCA in its continuing efforts to protect and preserve the natural 

resources of Otsego County. I have gained a great appreciation for the area since moving here, 

and it is very meaningful to be able to make a positive contribution to its future,” Sauerwald said. 

Sauerwald moved to the area in 2009, when his fiancé accepted a position at the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. He is currently working to complete a bachelor’s degree in 

environmental studies through Empire State College, including coursework in plant ecology, 

geology, conservation, winter ecology, and ecology, adaptation and sustainability. He is a 

volunteer firefighter and EMT with the Cooperstown Fire Department. 

“My passion for nature extends back to my childhood when I filled my Boy Scout sash with 

every environmentally related merit badge available,” said Sauerwald. “This passion has guided 

me throughout my professional career.” 

OCCA is a private, non-profit environmental membership organization dedicated to promoting 

the appreciation and sustainable use of Otsego County's natural resources through education, 

advocacy, resource management, research, and planning. For more information on OCCA, or to 

support programming, call (607) 547-4488 or visit www.occainfo.org. 
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