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OCCA Calls for Withdrawal of SGEIS; Endorses Toxics Targeting 

Recommendations, Home Rule 

COOPERSTOWN – In official comments submitted this month to the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation regarding DEC’s draft regulations governing high-

volume hydraulic fracturing for natural gas, the Otsego County Conservation Association has 

asked for an immediate withdrawal of the current document. 

“OCCA recognizes and appreciates that the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation has worked extensively to improve environmental safeguards in its revised 

Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement on the Oil, Gas and Solution Mining 

Regulatory Program. However, we still do not believe the SGEIS adequately addresses the 

protection of water, air, wildlife or habitat, nor does it sufficiently mitigate possible 

environmental impacts by high-volume hydraulic fracturing to our ecosystem as a whole,” wrote 

OCCA President Vicky Lentz. 

OCCA questioned numerous findings, procedures, and suggested mitigations in the SGEIS and 

noted DEC’s failure to evaluate cumulative impacts on the region in terms of water quality, air 

quality, agriculture, tourism, public health and safety, job markets, housing markets, and quality 

of life. 

“The 2011 rdSGEIS fails to address cumulative impacts and appropriate remediation in any 

meaningful way,” the letter reads. “The gas isn’t going anywhere – we urge the state to make 

sure that both the technology and the process are perfected and proven before moving forward.” 

On behalf of its 800-plus membership, OCCA’s final recommendation – in addition to 

immediate withdrawal of the current revised draft SGEIS – is that the DEC suspend all 

permitting until the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency concludes its study on the potential 

impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water resources. 

In other related news, OCCA has written to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo in support of a 

November letter by Toxics Targeting which identifies numerous defects and/or omissions within 

the SGEIS. 

“OCCA echoes the conclusion drawn by Toxics Targeting that the revised draft SGEIS fails to 

provide a meaningful plan to safeguard New York from the irreparable harm that could be 



caused by the vast industrialization associated with Marcellus shale horizontal hydrofracturing,” 

that letter read. 

Among other recommendations, Toxics Targeting urged Cuomo to: 

         Ban gas drilling wastewaters from being discharged into publicly owned treatment works 

designed for sanitary waste or adopt strict pretreatment standards 

         Ban land-spreading of toxic gas drilling wastewaters 

         Identify New York areas prone to higher seismic activity and propose measures to prevent 

earthquakes potentially associated with horizontal hydrofracturing 

         Resolve EPA concerns about inadequate protection of ecosystems and wildlife 

         Assess cumulative impacts on a comprehensive basis 

In a second letter to Governor Cuomo, OCCA asked that an amendment to Environmental 

Conservation Law be considered which: 1) authorizes local governments to consider whether 

natural gas drilling should be a permissible use within their  borders; 2) authorizes local 

governments to address natural gas drilling in their zoning or planning ordinances; and 3) allows 

the municipality regulatory control by special use permit should natural gas drilling be deemed a 

permissible use. 

“Land-use planning touches on the many human activities which have an impact on our 

shrinking natural surroundings and addresses such concerns as unique natural habitats, water 

quality, traffic patterns, noise abatement, air quality, and light pollution,” the letter read. 

“OCCA would be remiss in its role as partner and advisor to Otsego County’s municipalities if 

we did not ask for the immediate withdrawal of the current SGEIS and advocate as well for 

home-rule authority within the regulations proposed by the DEC.” 

 


