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Lakes Festival Lineup Taking Shape 

 
COOPERSTOWN – The Otsego Lakes Festival will return to Lakefront Park on Saturday, July 

14 from noon to 5 p.m. with a focus on family fun in celebration of Otsego County’s lakes. 

Educational exhibits, children’s activities, hands-on workshops, and lake tours will all highlight 

the importance of protecting our waterways and ensuring good water quality throughout the 

region, while great food, music, and art will round out this family-friendly event. 

 

Kids (and adults) will be able to create original works of art on cloth, paper, and T-shirts using 

paints and real or rubber fish at the Cooperstown Art Association fish printing station. SUNY-

Oneonta Biological Field Station interns will lead interactive sessions on aquatic plants, fishes, 

and insects in the expanded Kids’ Tent, and children can make their own miniature waterwheels 

at the Hanford Mills Museum display. 

 

Goats with Narcolepsy, a local sextet playing primarily jazz and Latin tunes, will perform. The 

Mobile Cooperstown Farmers’ Market will offer locally-grown produce as well as jams, honey, 

baked goods, and artisanal goods, and – as festival goers work up an appetite – they can choose 

from a number of food options including Panini sandwiches from Origins Café, made with local 

bread and cheeses. 

 

The 2012 Lakes Festival commemorative poster features an Otsego Lake scene by plein air 

painter Mary Nolan titled “Approaching Storm.” The poster, which will debut on July 14, was 

designed by Anna Lehr Mueser of Smithy Center for the Arts. Proceeds from the sale of this 

year’s poster will be split between the Lakes Festival and the Smithy. 

 

Organized under the umbrella of Otsego County’s Water Quality Coordinating Committee, the 

Otsego Lakes Festival offers all the components of a festive occasion – music, art, children’s 

activities, good food and camaraderie – while providing valuable educational opportunities about 

lake protection and regional water quality programs from those who work to protect these 

resources. Personnel from WQCC member organizations will be on hand both to distribute 

literature and to discuss water quality issues one-on-one with interested parties. 

 

The festival will also feature lake-related activities and entertainment, including: 

• Water Quality/Ecology Barge Tours by SUNY-Oneonta Biological Field Station staff 

• Aquatic life touch tanks and “show and tell” 

• Educational exhibits by lake-focused organizations 

• Commemorative Otsego Lake poster sales by Natura Productions 



• Festival foods by the Leatherstocking Envirothon Committee, Origins Café and Poparazzi 

 

“The event itinerary is a work in progress,” said Darla M. Youngs, member of the Lakes Festival 

Planning Committee and Otsego County Conservation Association executive director. “We are 

always looking to add more exhibitors and vendors, and are still hoping to further expand the 

musical entertainment and kids’ activities.” 

 

Also serving on the Planning Committee this year are Ellen Pope of Otsego 2000 and Holly 

Waterfield of the SUNY-Oneonta Biological Field Station. 

 

Confirmed exhibitors and vendors at the Otsego Lakes Festival thus far are: Canadarago Lake 

Improvement Association, Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership, Cooperstown Art 

Association, Cooperstown Farmers’ Market, Friends of Glimmerglass State Park Inc., Goats with 

Narcolepsy, Great Brook Solar NRG LLC (South New Berlin), Hanford Mills Museum, J&J 

Silver-Wear Creations, Leatherstocking Envirothon, Natura Productions, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, Origins Café, Otsego County Conservation Association, Otsego County 

Planning and Solid Waste Department, Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District, 

Otsego Lake Association, Otsego Land Trust, Otsego 2000, Poparazzi, Project Buena Vista Inc., 

and SUNY-Oneonta Biological Field Station. 

 

To date, Lakes Festival donors include: Aalsmeer Motel and Cottages, Bassett Healthcare 

Network, The Brookwood School, S. Tier French, Goodyear Lake Association, Gozigian, 

Washburn and Clinton Attorneys, John Mitchell Real Estate, Suzanne Kingsley, Michel and 

Carol Manno, Otsego County Conservation Association, Otsego Lake Association, Otsego Land 

Trust, Smith Cooperstown and Frank and Marie Stanley. 

 

The OCWQCC was established in 1992 as a sub-committee of the Otsego County Soil and 

Water Conservation District. It is comprised of a diverse group of people representing state and 

local government agencies, non-profit organizations, academic institutions, and lake 

associations. These members have technical expertise and knowledge and are committed to 

working to improve and maintain the quality of water in Otsego County through the reduction of 

nonpoint source pollution within  its boundaries. The Otsego Lakes Festival is a biennial event 

designed to educate the public on the importance of water resource protection. 

For more about the Otsego Lakes Festival, or for further details on sponsorship and volunteer 

opportunities, contact Darla M. Youngs at (607) 547-4488 or visit the OCCA website, 

www.occainfo.org. 

 

Photo caption: The 2012 Lakes Festival commemorative poster features an Otsego Lake scene 

by plein air painter Mary Nolan titled “Approaching Storm.” 
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