
The Lookout
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE OTSEGO COUNTY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION

Written by Darla M. Youngs
and distributed at the OCCA
2010 Annual Dinner

In many ways, this has been
a banner year for OCCA. We
have been active on numerous
environmental fronts – every-
thing from energy conservation
to natural resource appreciation,
from environmental education
to water quality, and from local
food initiatives to landscape-
inspired art. OCCA has been an
active local sponsor of, and
partner in, environmental initia-
tives throughout our county:
holding regional energy work-
shops; encouraging and sup-
porting grassroots activism;
presenting to local and regional
policy makers on pressing
issues as diverse as road preser-
vation and forensic watershed
monitoring; holding training
sessions in conjunction with
legal, engineering, agricultural,
and planning entities; coordi-
nating state and federal educa-
tional initiatives targ e t i n g
Senate and Congressional lead-
ers; and establishing procedures
now in replication statewide.

Natural  Gas  Drilling
Natural gas drilling con-

sumed much of our organiza-
tional time and effort in 2010.
In April of this year, OCCA
Executive Director Erik Miller
was named to Otsego County’s
Natural Gas Advisory
Committee. The NGAC was
created by the Otsego County
Board of Representatives to
address public sector impacts and opportunities
related to natural gas industry activities proposed
or underway in Otsego County. Representing the
environmental community, OCCA has been
instrumental in establishing the committee’s
three-pronged initiative to mitigate potential
local impacts both financially and environmen-
tally through the creation of road
preservation/use agreements, identification of
environmental areas of concern, and air and
water monitoring to establish baselines. We are
currently in the process of updating our Otsego

County gas lease map, which will be ready to
circulate later this month, and we are recording
and streamlining the methodology used to create
that map so that, as our model is used by others,
they will understand the process and its strengths
and limitations. OCCA was a co-sponsor of the
“Gasland” premiere in Cooperstown in June, and
a supporter of the No-Lease Pledge. OCCA staff
continues to visit gas drilling sites in
Pennsylvania and in Otsego County, and we are
working with Otsego County Soil & Water
Conservation District to develop a baseline water
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Honorees at this year’s Annual Dinner ranged from high school stu-
dents to nonagenarian John Stevens, with James Herman receiving
OCCA’s 2010 Conservationist of the Year Award. Stevens, recognized
for lifetime achievement in advocating for natural resources apprecia-
tion, was represented by son-in-law Robert H. Bailey, daughter Fran
Bailey, daughter-in-law Donna Stevens and son William Stevens
(top photo). Milford Central School Student Spencer O’Bryan, shown
above with father Chuck, accepted an award for environmental excel-
lence on behalf of his sister, Jane (bottom photo).
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quality testing database of the Susquehanna
Watershed, moving forward with an initiative
begun this summer by paid OCCA intern
Nicholas Glen Weir. Our PowerPoint on
basic forensic watershed monitoring proce-
dures was featured at the Earth Festival sem-
inar series on renewable energy, natural gas
and conservation. Throughout the year,
OCCA staff has attended and reported to our
membership on numerous meetings and con-
ferences pertaining to gas drilling, and we
have fielded hundreds of questions from con-
cerned members and others. We continue to
keep an open dialogue with both gas industry
representatives and other environmental
groups and continue to educate ourselves and
the public on the many sides of this issue.

Planning
O C C A took on an expanded role in county-

wide planning this year. With the recent hire
of Environmental Planner Tavis A u s t i n ,
O C C A is now able to bring municipal and
environmental planning services to the Upper
Susquehanna Watershed. Tavis is a native of
Hartwick and a graduate of Cooperstown
Central School. His planning background is
extensive – engineering technician, planning
technician, planner and senior planner. We are
currently preparing to launch a circuit rider
program, which will enable Tavis to work
with Otsego County communities on issues
relative to them, ranging from comprehensive

planning and regulations to environmental
reviews. This position will help bring environ-
mental concerns to the forefront of planning
decisions in a way that is compatible with the
individual needs and desires of participating
communities. This year, OCCA also partici-
pated in the Otsego County Planning
D e p a r t m e n t ’s spring series of training work-
shops on land-use regulations. Our
PowerPoint presentation, “Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
Topics Related to Heavy Industry,” explores
strategies towns may employ to protect roads
from the damaging effects of heavy industry.
In 2010, we weighed in on steep slope devel-
opment, community scale wind projects, envi-
ronmental issues and their effect on our busi-
ness community, and  numerous other mission
related planning opportunities in communities
from the north end of the county in the towns
of Cherry Valley and Richfield to the southern
tip of Unadilla into Bainbridge.   

Water  Quality
OCCA’s water quality initiatives continue

throughout the county. Dr. Mary Allen of the
Hartwick College Biology Department is car-
rying on her work with us this year, monitor-
ing the impacts of non-point source pollution
along the Susquehanna River from Phoenix
Mills to Oneonta, and measuring proportions
of antibiotic resistant coliform bacteria.
When completed, this project will help us
better understand the potential impacts of
human activities on the river. We also contin-
ue to support the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program administered through the
Natural Resources Conservation Service.
Monies from OCCA have helped leverage
additional funding this year to complete the
$62,000 phase of an ongoing project on a
Maryland farm with five acres of stream
buffer, keeping 67 mature dairy cows and 35
heifers out of Morehouse Brook, which is a
tributary of Schenevus Creek.

Otsego  Lake
Otsego Lake programs funded by OCCA’s

Lake Challenge Campaign also extended
through 2010. This calendar year we have
paid out $13,000 to the SUNY-Oneonta
Biological Field Station to stock walleye fin-
gerlings in Otsego Lake, to control the inva-
sive alewife and help ensure the ecological
balance of the lake. The Village of
Cooperstown’s Watershed Supervisory
Committee received $20,000 toward its sep-
tic system management program, with anoth-
er $7,500 earmarked for the boat inspection
program, and two BFS interns – Henry Bauer
and Cleo Szmygiel – were sponsored in part
by OCCA this summer. This fall, in response
to public concerns regarding possible con-
tamination of Otsego Lake by phosphates,
fertilizers, insecticides and weed killers via
the Leatherstocking Golf Course, OCCA

Board President Martha Clarvoe and Board
member Linda Kehoe toured Leatherstocking
with Course Superintendent Bernie Banas.
Banas outlined Leatherstocking’s best man-
agement practices and environmental safe-
guards, and will be leading a nature walk on
the golf course this Sunday, from 2-4 p.m.,
during which he will talk about the integrat-
ed pest management program used at
Leatherstocking and about the “greening” of
the course management. Dr. John Davis of
the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society will
also be on hand to identify birds along the
way. This event is co-sponsored by OCCA
and the Lake and Valley Garden Club. We
hope to see some of you there.

Invasive  Species
Water chestnut eradication efforts on

Goodyear Lake can only be described as stel-
lar this year. Volunteers joined us for multi-
day hand pulling sessions in June, July,
August and September, and we contracted
again with Headwaters Youth Conservation

Continued on Page 4
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Updated gas lease
map now online

OCCA has updated its map showing
parcels with natural gas leases in
Otsego County. Created from data on
record at the Otsego County Clerk’s
Office, the new map shows properties
with recorded leases for natural gas
drilling with gas or oil companies work-
ing in the area as of 10/31/2010. Parcels
now under lease number 1,144, totaling
71,563 acres. This brings the percentage
of Otsego County acreage leased to
11.02 percent. The original map,
released in December 2008, showed
that 638 Otsego County tax parcels
totaling 42,974 acres had been leased,
or 6.61 percent. As of an April 2009
update, leased parcels had risen to 919,
or 59,441 acres at 9.15 percent of the
county. The latest map can be viewed
online at the OCCA home page,
www.occainfo.org.

Photos by S. Tier French

OCCA Executive Director Erik Miller and
Board member S. Tier French attended the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s public
meeting on hydraulic fracturing in Binghamton
on Monday, September 13 (top photo).
Following the meeting, they then traveled to
Dimock, PA to view natural gas drilling sites
there (bottom photo).
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Corps for their assistance. More than 96 per-
cent of the stump lot infestation has been
removed, and we now have a sound manage-
ment plan in place which will keep it under
control in the years to come. The Goodyear
Lake Association has recently received con-
firmation that funding sponsored by Senator
James L. Seward will help ensure continua-
tion of these eradication efforts. In other inva-
sive species news, OCCA contributed $2,500
to the Zebra Mussel Committee for Dr. To m
H o r v a t h ’s monitoring of zebra mussel
veligers and adults in Otsego Lake, begun in
2009, and purchased a high pressure power
washer through a grant from the Norcross
Wildlife Foundation. The power washer will
be made available on a sign-out basis for
coordinated invasive species eradication, vol-
unteer clean-up efforts and environmental
education initiatives throughout the county.

Energy  Issues
Our membership and the public at large

have shown tremendous interest this year in
alternative energy and energy conservation,
and we have worked hard to meet the
demand for information. More than 100 peo-
ple attended our renewable energy workshop
and open house tour on January 23 at
Templeton Hall in Cooperstown. The work-
shop helped homeowners assess renewable
energy options and evaluate the compatibility
of these energy sources with their individual
sites and lifestyles. Presentations were given
on solar, geothermal, and wind energy, and
masonry stoves and ovens, with additional
information on related topics such as site
assessment and how to fund the initial cost,
including loan and grant opportunities. At the
end of the workshop, attendees visited homes
already successfully using these types of
renewable energy. In April, OCCA teamed
with Wildlife Learning Company and the

Milford Central School Education
Foundation to host an Earth Festival Seminar
Series on topics ranging from energy audits
and retrofits to natural gas drilling to zero
waste. Energy conservation was a driving
force behind Bike to Work Day, held on
Friday, June 4 by Otsego Regional Cycling
Advocates, a subcommittee of OCCA. The
aim of this event is to encourage people to
choose an alternative “green” mode of trans-
portation – biking, walking or even skate-
boarding – to get to work or school, to run
errands, or just for fun, on Bike to Work Day
in particular and as a lifestyle choice in gen-
eral. Participation more than doubled in this,
the second year of the event, and included
bicyclists from throughout the county, with
23 check-in sites in Cooperstown, Edmeston,
Laurens, Milford, Oneonta and Richfield
Springs. OCCA continues to remain active
with the Village of Cooperstown
Sustainability Committee. We are also pro-
moting NYSEG’s Small Business Energy
Efficiency Program – you can pick up infor-
mation about this program here this evening.

Solid  Waste  Management
O C C A Board President Martha Clarvoe

took top honors from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency this year for her role on
the Otsego County Burn Barrel Education
Committee in educating the public about the
threats posed by open burning. These eff o r t s
came to fruition last fall when the New Yo r k
State Department of Environmental
Conservation passed legislation making burn-
ing of household trash in burn barrels or piles
illegal. Clarvoe and Mary Ashwood received
the Environmental Quality Award on Friday,
April 23 in Manhattan. This award is the
highest recognition presented to the public by
the EPA. With the arrival of the BigFoot
B a l e r, Clarvoe, who is also OCCA’s special
projects manager, is currently working with
Otsego County Soil & Water Conservation
District to coordinate the Recycling of
Agricultural Plastics Program here in Otsego

C o u n t y. This baler will allow local farmers to
properly dispose of plastic used for bale
wrap, bunker silo covers, and silage bags, and
enable horticulturists to recycle the plastic
from greenhouses. The recent ban against
open burning prohibits the burning of any
plastic products, so this program is more criti-
cal than ever. Along with recycling, reuse is a
mainstay of good environmental stewardship.
More than just a fundraiser, OCCA’s annual
garage sale was successful again this year in
diverting clothing, books, tools, appliances
and countless other household items from the
landfill. Next year's garage sale has been set
for Saturday and Sunday, April 30 and May 1
– please start putting your unwanted items
aside now. Also promoting reuse, contestants
in the Earth Festival Eco-Art/Trendy Tr a s h
Contest transformed cast-offs into art and
usable products from materials that might
otherwise crowd landfills. And, again this
y e a r, OCCA was instrumental in recruiting
volunteers for Otsego County's Household
Hazardous Waste Day collection. More than
600 county residents dropped off 3,600
pounds of solid pesticides, 1,500 pounds of
household batteries, 700 gallons of latex paint
and four tons of televisions, among other haz-
ardous materials.

Environmental  Education
Environmental education continues to be a

significant component of OCCA-sponsored
events and programs, and a byproduct of
many of our initiatives. In 2010, OCCA was
an organizer of, and major contributor to,
both Earth Festival and the Otsego Lakes
Festival. Earth Festival is a free, environ-
mentally-focused, interactive event featuring
exhibits, workshops, vendors, food and enter-
tainment, all with a fun, earth-friendly twist.
In addition to the energy seminar series, Eco-
Art contest, and traditional exhibits, this
year’s Earth Festival also included the “Go
Green Fashion Show,” presented by Milford
Central School students and sponsored by the
Milford Central School Education
Foundation, Inc.; free Styrofoam collection;
free fishing line collection; and free docu-
ment shredding. It was the best attended
Earth Festival to date. The Otsego Lakes
Festival is a day of educational outreach with
a focus on water quality. Held on Saturday,
July 10 at Lake Front Park in Cooperstown,
the event featured a dedication of the Buffer
Strip Garden by Otsego Lake Association
and the Lake and Valley Garden Club; barge
tours by the SUNY-Oneonta Biological Field
Station; a rain garden workshop; and an
expanded Kids’ Tent. The most popular com-
ponent of the day – fish printing with the
Cooperstown Art Association – was thanks to
a grant awarded to OCCA by Stewart’s
Holiday Match. Throughout the year, OCCA
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OCCA seeks empty inkjet cartridges, cell phones
Otsego County Conservation Association is raising funds and helping the planet

through recycling. Working with Planet Green, OCCA will receive funds for every inkjet
cartridge or cell phone collected for recycling. Purchases of remanufactured inkjet car-
tridges from Planet Green will also earn OCCA a donation. OCCA can earn up to $5.75
per inkjet cartridge. If 500 supporters turn in a minimum of one inkjet cartridge a month,
at an average of $3 each, OCCA could earn $1,500 per month. Cell phones (including
batteries and chargers) are worth up to $60, and OCCA will receive 15 percent of all
remanufactured inkjet cartridges ordered through Planet Green. Participation in this pro-
gram means less landfill and a cleaner environment. Cartridges and cell phones may be
dropped off at the OCCA offices, 101 Main Street, Cooperstown (behind KeyBank). For
a complete list of recyclable cartridges and phones, or to order remanufactured inkjet
cartridges, visit www.planetgreenrecycle.com/occa. To learn more, contact OCCA Board
President Martha Clarvoe at (607) 547-4020.
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shared its message and its mission by spon-
soring, funding and/or participating in a
number of events and initiatives countywide,
including the Butternut Valley Summer
Harvest Festival, the Local Produce for Local
Pantries program with ONC BOCES, the
Otsego Electric Co-op Annual Dinner, the
Oneonta Clinton Plaza Mural Project and the
Greater Plains Elementary School FROG
Local Food Festival.

Natural  Resource  Appreciation
Encouraging county residents to enjoy the

natural beauty which surrounds us, each year
OCCA organizes nature walks on local trails.
The 2010 schedule was comprised of nine
trails throughout Otsego County – including
four state parks – several of which are fea-
tured in the our publication, “Otsego Walks
& Paddles.” This year we expanded the walk
itinerary to include a winter/showshoe hike.
We also partnered with the Utica, Chenango
and Susquehanna Valley Route LLC to host a
rail trail walk last weekend along the former
Lackawanna Railroad right-of-way in
Richfield Springs. Stay tuned for information
on upcoming winter outings, to be
announced. Other natural resource apprecia-
tion initiatives included Bike to Work Day
and Bicycle Movie Night. Energy conserva-
tion aside, ORCA’s mission is to promote
bicycling and walking in the Otsego County
region as an enjoyable, healthy, safe, and
environmentally friendly activity for people
of all ages and abilities. And this summer,
with the help of a volunteer and guidance
from OCCA member Lyn Edinger, we were
able to clear fallen trees and other debris that
had accumulated on the trail at Basswood
Pond, for which OCCA serves as steward.

Public  Education
OCCA strives to educate our members and

the general public on both environmental
issues and the organization through a number
of diverse venues. In addition to the pro-
grams and events discussed here tonight, our
quarterly newsletter, “The Lookout,” has pro-
vided in-depth articles on subjects ranging
from municipal composting to carbon
sequestration to marsh thistle, a new invasive
species found recently in Otsego County.
Periodic eco-bulletins, distributed electroni-
cally to a listserv of 800-plus recipients, pro-
vide updates on OCCA activities, links to
related websites, and other information perti-
nent to the environmental community. Our
website is updated regularly and provides
sections on issues including natural gas
drilling and water quality, how to donate and
ways to contribute. You can also find us on

Facebook. OCCA dedicates only a very small
portion of our annual budget to advertising.
Therefore, press releases to area print, broad-
cast and electronic media play a huge role in
our public education success. This year, “The
Daily Star,” “Cooperstown Crier” and the
Cooperstown Chamber of Commerce have
been integral in spreading news of our
events, program results and organizational
goals. And, for the first time, Earth Festival
publicity was given a much needed boost by
television commercials, compliments of Five
Star Subaru. Through our active role in the
Otsego County Water Quality Coordinating
Committee, OCCA has also been instrumen-
tal in providing a forum by which experts
have addressed the public on topics including
ag carbon trading, Otsego Lake shoreline
protection through planning, and agricultural
resource protection at gas well drilling sites.

Governance
As per member vote at the Annual Dinner

last year, OCCA’s Board of Directors
increased in 2010 from 12 positions to 15. A s
we sought to fill these new slots, at the same
time losing several long-time Board members

to relocation and retirement, we have careful-
ly selected new Board members in such a
way as to ensure diversity of background,
skills and geographic representation. To n i g h t
we hope you will be voting to confirm the
appointment of three new Board members:
Linda Kehoe, a retired AT & T executive with
m a s t e r’s degrees in management and liberal
arts from RPI and Wesleyan, respectively,
who grew up in Cooperstown; Jonathan
Dokuchitz, who grew up in Unadilla and
Oneonta, spent a number of years in the per-
forming arts, and has now returned to live in
Gilbertsville and help run the family busi-
ness; and Norm Farwell, an English teacher
originally from Seattle who now resides in
Morris and who is a solar thermal specialist
with Equity Energ y. This year we also recog-
nized Dr. Willard N. Harman, vice-president
of our Board of Directors, for his personal
and professional commitment to the preserva-
tion and protection of Otsego Lake, the head-
waters of the Susquehanna River. We have
taken first steps in establishing “The Wi l l a r d
N. Harman OCCA Biological Field Station
Internship Endowment Fund” with proceeds

OCCA and the Lake and Valley Garden Club
co-sponsored an informational hike of
Leatherstocking Golf Course on Sunday,
November 14. Course Superintendent Bernie
Banas led the hike, during which he talked
about integrated pest management and the
“greening” of the course, and Dr. John Davis of
the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society identi-
fied birds along the way (top photo). OCCA
also partnered with the Utica, Chenango and
Susquehanna Valley Route LLC in November
to host a rail trail walk along the former
Lackawanna Railroad right-of-way in Richfield
Springs (bottom photo). 
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OCCA
Board  of  Directors

Martha  Clarvoe,  President
Willard  Harman,  Vice-president

Vicky  Lentz,  Secretary
Mark  Davies,  Treasurer

Andrée  Conklin
Jonathan  Dokuchitz
S.  Tier  French
Linda  Kehoe
John  May

Win  McIntyre
James  Patrick

Marybeth  Vargha
Donna  Vogler

Staff
Erik  A.  Miller,  Executive  Director

Darla  M.  Youngs,  Administrative  Director,
“Lookout”  Editor

Tavis  J.  Austin,  AICP,  Environmental  Planner

from the July 16 dinner honoring Dr. Harman. We will continue to solicit funds
for this endowment – it is our goal to raise $400,000 over time to support BFS
internships in perpetuity.

Volunteers
Last but not least, OCCA’s accomplishments and achievements would not

have been possible this year – or any year, for that matter – without our volun-
teers. From the annual garage sale to the county’s Household Hazardous Waste
Day collection, our success hinges upon the dedicated commitment of count-
less volunteers to this organization and its mission. Our annual nature walk
series is led entirely by volunteers. Bike to Work Day, with 23 check-in points
countywide, was staffed by volunteers. Our Board of Directors? Yes, they too
are volunteers. Liz Susman, who is here tonight, commandeered the garage sale
workforce, allowing staff members to concentrate their efforts on more press-
ing environmental concerns. Many components of this year’s Earth Festival
would not have been possible without the tireless work of Jane O’Bryan and
her Milford Central School classmates. In 2010, we had the privilege of work-
ing with more than 100 volunteers on everything from book recycling to water
chestnut hand pulling to the Low Carbon Diet – thanks to everyone who lent us
their time, talent and resources this past year.

Since 1968, the Otsego County Conservation Association has been involved in
virtually every major environmental issue facing the county, and we have accu-
mulated a long list of accomplishments in the arena of environmental improve-
ment, protection, and education. Thank you, our members and donors, for mak-
ing this – OCCA’s 42nd year – one of our most productive on so many levels.

TIME  TO  RENEW  YOUR  MEMBERSHIP?  SEE  PAGE  THREE.
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