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Teresa Winchester, OCCA assistant director, puts prices on items in the toy section of last year’s garage sale fundraiser, which garnered more than $3,000 for the organization.

OCCA garage sale is coming soon
OCCA will hold its seventh annual garage
sale on Saturday, April 25 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. and on Sunday, April 26 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the Cooperstown Farmers’
Market. Donations of sale items will be
accepted from April 17-23 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the market space. All donations are
tax deductible. OCCA will provide a donation voucher to any donors so requesting.
Volunteers are needed both before and on
the days of the sale to help with set-up, pricing, putting up posters, assisting shoppers,
working check-out, and other miscellaneous

tasks. To volunteer, please contact OCCA at
547-4488 or admin@occainfo.org.
Proceeds from the garage sale, which
have averaged $3,000 a year, go to OCCA’s
general fund. OCCA has set a goal of $5,000
for 2009.
“Of course, we began the garage sale to
raise money for our mission,” said OCCA
president Martha Clarvoe. “But the sale also
encourages re-use, which is second in the
hierarchy of good solid waste management.”
She was referring to the motto of
“Reduce! Reuse! Recycle!”

Save the OCCA garage sale
Because of the time required by staff to
conduct the sale, the OCCA Board of
Directors has made the difficult decision
to discontinue OCCA garage sales after
2009 unless volunteers come forward to
form a Garage Sale Committee, appoint a
committee chairperson, and take over
event organization. Step-by-step proce-

dures are in place to develop a garage sale
task timeline and names of volunteers are
also available to contact for the needed
help. Preparations for the garage sale,
which is always held two weekends
before Mother’s Day, should begin about
one month in advance. Several hours a
Continued on Page 8
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A Word from the Executive Director

OCCA gears up for Annual Fund drive
Beginning this
spring, OCCA will
be kicking off its
Annual Fund drive,
reaching out for
your support county
wide!
We have many
exciting programs in
all areas of Otsego
ERIK MILLER
County. For instance,
Oneonta residents will be interested in
our initiatives to extend the Oneonta
Susquehanna Greenway 17 miles northward. It will meander through city, town
and state parks located along the
Susquehanna River and parallel railroad
tracks of yesteryear. We also plan on
leading the charge to continue water
quality monitoring of the Susquehanna
River, this year partnering with both
SUNY-Oneonta and Hartwick College to
investigate the effects of pharmaceuticals
on this important waterway.
We are also looking westward, turning
our sights on the Butternut Valley to
begin partnerships with local governments, citizens’ groups and organizations, and the public at large. These partnerships will address water sampling and
monitoring, land-use planning, and
resource management.
One of OCCA’s challenges has
always been to make residents of Otsego
County aware that our organization is
about much more than northern Otsego
County and the Otsego Lake drinking

From the ecosystems of our
southern boundaries to the valleys
and plateaus in the west, our water
systems and their protection remain
paramount to our mission!
water supply. This statement is not
meant in any way to diminish the importance of the resources in that area. A
glance at the county map provides quick,
visual proof that Otsego Lake is indeed
one of our most prominent natural
resources and, as a drinking water supply, one that is continually threatened by
development and human activity. In
2009, we look forward to continuing our
long list of initiatives throughout the

headwaters of the Upper Susquehanna
Watershed. However, we understand that
many county resources merit special
attention. From the ecosystems of our
southern boundaries to the valleys and
plateaus in the west, our water systems
and their protection remain paramount to
our mission!
Our members and friends already
know we are not only about water. As we
reach out this year, we hope to show others that this is the case. Our broad programming includes recycling and solid
waste management. We recruit essential
volunteer help to ensure that the county’s
annual household hazardous waste collection day and latex paint collection
take place. Municipal recycling has also
been boosted by OCCA’s placing street
recycling bins for cans and bottles in
Cooperstown, Milford and the City of
Oneonta.
One of our most successful and popular efforts has been our work with natural resource appreciation. We publish
Otsego Walks & Paddles – an area
guide for trails and canoe routes with
maps, directions to trail heads, and
notable features to look for at the sites.
We have distributed thousands of copies
of this guide free of charge. Annually,
we organize seasonal outings to encourage area residents to walk these trails,
learn more about the county and appreciate its natural resources. As your
county’s environmental organization,
OCCA also publishes informational
fliers on all types of pressing environmental matters – horizontal drilling for
natural gas, riparian buffer plantings,
use of biodiesel fuel, and invasive
species. We provide these to anyone
requesting them at no cost. And we do
all this thanks to your support!
As we roll into spring, we look forward to showing you more of what we
do, explain why we do it, and let you
know where it’s happening. During the
week, OCCA s t a ff is available in our
o ffice to field questions from all of
you. As we launch our 2009 A n n u a l
Fund drive, I ask that you receive
OCCA volunteers with open minds and
a generous spirit.
Erik Miller, Executive Director

OCCA in the news
The first quarter of 2009 has begun
energetically for OCCA, as evidenced by
its many “hits” in local print media.
A link on our website’s home page
(www.occainfo.org) will allow you to
catch up on or review news items
generated from OCCA press releases.

Natural gas drilling
“OCCA compiles computer map of coun‐
ty gas lease sites.” OCCA has uploaded a
map pinpointing properties whose own‐
ers have signed leases for natural gas.

Grant successes
“OCCA receives grant for youth trails
stewardship program.” Stewart’s Holiday
Match gives monies for cleaning and
clearing trails.
“OCCA receives capacity‐building grant
from NYCON.” Money will go toward
reworking of strategic plan.

Recycling
“Restaurant recycling may be easier
than you think.” Doubleday Café sets an
example for restaurant recycling.

Sustainability
“OCCA puts carbon footprint book in
libraries.” OCCA has donated this sus‐
tainability guide, designed to reduce our
carbon footprint, to each library in the
county.
“OCCA assesses its energy use foot‐
print.” OCCA has undergone an energy
audit in an effort to lower its contribu‐
tion to global warming.

Public education
“OCCA newsletter available online.”
“The Lookout,” OCCA’s quarterly
newsletter, may now be read on the
OCCA website.
“OCCA’s 2009 budget will support many
programs throughout Otsego County.”
This year’s budget puts up $200,000 for
programs including invasive species,
trails, water quality, grants to schools
and public education.
“Zebra mussel control information post‐
ed by OCCA.” Useful information on how
lake property owners and fire depart‐
ments can control zebra mussels is now
accessible on our website.
“OCCA offers grants to local schools for
environmental projects.” Mini‐grants of
up to $250 are being made available
again this year by OCCA for projects with
environmental themes.
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Recycle Styrofoam, Christmas lights at Earth Festival
Earth Festival 2009 will be held on
Saturday, April 18 at Milford Central
School from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Now in its
fourth year, Earth Festival is an environmentally-focused, interactive event featuring exhibits, activities, vendors and entertainment. Tax-deductible contributions to
cover organizing costs are welcome.
Earth-friendly exhibitors and food and
retail vendors are invited to participate.
In keeping with the theme of Earth
Festival, a number of items will be collected for recycling. Attendees may drop off
clean Styrofoam packaging, meat trays,
mushroom boxes and egg cartons. Both
Styrofoam and bubble wrap will be collected and delivered this year to Meyda
Tiffany, a lighting company in Yorkville.
In addition, a free shredding service
will be provided by ConfiData, a division
of Empire Recycling, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Staples and paper clips need not be
removed beforehand. The shredding truck
will be parked in the school’s circular
driveway, and the actual shredding process
may be viewed through an onsite camera.
Broken and used Christmas lights will
be sent to HolidayLEDs, where they will

be shredded and retrieved plastic, glass,
and copper recycled. A donation of $1 is
requested to cover shipping costs. To prepare the lights, remove only threaded
bulbs and wind each strand into a compact loop. There will be a collection box
available for the wrapped up light strings.
For more information about entering
the EcoArt/Trendy Trash Contest or to
learn more about the many ways you
can participate in or support Earth
Festival, visit www.eenoc.org or call
293‐6043.
In addition to recycling opportunities,
imaginative people of all ages are invited
once again to enter their work in a trashto-treasure challenge, the EcoArt/Trendy
Trash Contest. Last year, contest participants used cast-off items such as old furniture, kitchen utensils, plastic containers, cardboard, glass and fabric to craft
art from trash, new from old, transforming discarded materials to objects of
beauty and new purpose.
Registered entries may be dropped off
at Cooperstown Art Association on April

2 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by special
arrangement through contest coordinator
Holly Hren, 547-1858.
The exhibition’s opening reception will
be Friday, April 3 from 5-7 p.m. at the
CAA galleries at 22 Main Street. The art
will remain on display there before being
moved to Earth Festival. Winners of “Best
in Show,” “Judges’ Choice” and “People’s
Choice” awards will receive cash prizes
and “Special Merit” recognition will be
conferred in several other categories.
A silent auction will be conducted
again this year as part of Earth Festival.
Items for the auction are now being
accepted, and all proceeds go toward the
cost of producing the event. Those interested in making a donation should contact Susan O’Handley at 293-6043 or
visit www.eenoc.org for further details.
Presented by the Environmental
Education Network of Otsego County
(EENOC), Earth Festival is sponsored by
Wildlife Learning Company, in partnership with Otsego County Conservation
Association, Otsego 2000, Cooperstown
Chamber of Commerce and the
Cooperstown Art Association.

President’s Message

OCCA in the forefront regarding gas drilling concerns
Gas drilling is a hot topic in Otsego
County these days. Since The Elexco Group
approached Otsego County about leasing
some of its land for potential horizontal
drilling sites in spring 2008, OCCA has
been in the forefront of public education
and action on this issue. Recently, OCCA
produced, posted on our website, and updated a map showing parcels leased to gas
companies within Otsego County. Other ini- MARTHA CLARVOE
tiatives we have undertaken include:
• two opinion pieces for local papers on this topic – “Gas
Drilling in Otsego County: The Good, the Bad, and the Legal,”
(Daily Star, June 08) and “Is the DEC up to the Task?” (Daily
Star, August 08);
• an informational flier on gas drilling, available upon request;
• presentations at numerous public meetings focused on gas
drilling;
• an 11-page response to the DEC’s Draft Supplemental
Generic Environmental Impact Statement;
• posting on our website of additional comments on the draft
Supplemental GEIS from other organizations and individuals;

• visiting, photographing, and documenting drilling sites in
Madison County, NY and in Dimock, PA.
If you haven’t yet done so, I urge you to take some time to
view this map of currently registered gas drilling leases, whose
combined total amounts to 54,443 Otsego County acres – close
to nine percent of the county’s total acreage. This is definitely
of concern to OCCA.
OCCA understands that natural gas is a clean-burning fuel,
but it is also a fossil fuel and a non-renewable fuel. Our water
resources are too precious to put at risk. We should be focusing
on alternative, renewable energies – and on conservation.
Using less energy puts less stress on the current infrastructure,
reduces stress on the overall environment and, obviously but
practically, saves money.
I urge each of you to do your part to reduce your energy
use. In April, OCCA will be initiating a new Low Carbon Diet
program to assist homeowners in reducing their energy use.
The Low Carbon Diet is full of energy conservation measures
– some easy, others requiring a change of habits – but all will
help lower our energy use, lower our carbon footprint, reduce
stress on energy infrastructure and save money.
Martha B. Clarvoe, President
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Greasecyclers: An innovative green enterprise starts up
On Otsego County’s southern
“Greasecyclers proves that
border a new energy initiative
being environmentally friendly
has spawned as fossil fuels
also makes good economic
become less abundant and more
sense because handing over
expensive.
waste grease allows restaurants
“We grow it, cook with it,
to save on their rendering bills,”
recycle it, then power our tracSchnabel said.
tors and heat our homes with
Restaurants are only part of
it,” Greg Schnabel said of vegthe equation. Schnabel said that
etable oil. Schnabel owns and
SUNY-Oneonta has made susoperates Greasecyclers, a recytainability a priority and now
cling company with its heart in
redirects 100 percent of its used
Delaware County, its reach
cooking oil for two purposes –
throughout the region, and its
to heat an on-campus lodge and
impact potentially global. Its
to be processed into biodiesel
mission is to provide diesel
by Greasecyclers.
engine operators with a local
According to Schnabel,
alternative to petroleum-based
biodiesel puts 70 percent less
diesel. The alternative, which
carbon dioxide into the atmoscan be used in any vehicle that
phere than does petroleumruns on diesel without engine
based diesel fuel, and biodiesel
Greg Schnabel, owner and operator of Greasecyclers in Walton, with a
changes, is Greasecycler’s
has been proven much less noxwaste vegetable oil collection drum.
waste vegetable oil-based
ious to asthmatics.
ing local businesses and keeping farmers
biodiesel fuel.
“Greasecyclers is happy to be part of
Sustainable Business Network studies farming, Schnabel said.
the growing awareness of sustainable
Greasecyclers is located on Tyrbach
have reported, “of every $100 spent on a
practices,” Schnabel said.
Farm in Walton – an operating dairy
locally owned business, $73 stays in the
Greasecyclers’ services include:
farm and organic garden owned by
local economy, while only $43 on every
• Fully insured professional WVO colGeorge and Linda Morgan since 1966.
$100 stays if money is spent at a nonlection, exceeding standard regulation
Schnabel, their son-in-law, recognized
locally owned business.”
codes
For two years now, Greasecyclers has the need for providing farms with a con• Routing and scheduling to ensure
sistent, cost-cutting alternative to diesel
operated by collecting WVO from endContinued on Page 8
fuel, offering a boost to local agricultural
users, including pizzerias, restaurants
viability.
and even schools. The collected waste is
The Catskill Biodiesel Cooperative,
processed into biodiesel and distributed
made up of Delaware and Otsego County
to local farmers.
farmers, is developing a pilot program
“Biodiesel is low-priced and much
that involves growing and pressing
more stable than the fossil fuel market.
canola oil with the intent of packaging it
When the price of conventional diesel
Wednesday, April 8
as Greasecylers’ fry oil. Greasecyclers’
reached $4.70 a gallon, local biodiesel
Low Carbon Diet Workshop. At OCCA,
7‐9 p.m. Join this energy conservation
fry oil will be readily available to busiusers were able to fuel up for 40 percent
effort! Info at 547‐4020.
nesses that encourage the “grease cycle.”
less, at about $3.25 a gallon,” Schnabel
Restaurants opting to use the fry oil
said.
Saturday, April 18
Currently, biodiesel prices are remain- will be supporting local energy.
Earth Festival 2009. Milford Central
ing stable, roughly matching the conven- Greasecyclers will render fry oil and proSchool, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
duce biodiesel to power the wheels of
tional diesel market, with the added
Saturday, April 25
the community.
bonus that biodiesel dollars are support-

Enviro Events
Calendar

Davies latest to join OCCA board of directors

MARK DAVIES

Hartwick College professor Mark Davies joined the Board of
Directors in February. Davies holds a doctorate in Social
Foundations of Education and has long demonstrated a personal
interest in environmental matters. He would like to work with
local farmers and is also concerned about the prospect of natural
gas drilling and its impact on our underground aquifers and surface water. Davies lives in Oneonta and has been involved in
the Environmental Working Group of Otsego County.

OCCA Garage Sale. Cooperstown
Farmers’ Market, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sunday, April 26
OCCA Garage Sale. Cooperstown
Farmers’ Market, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Saturday, May 2
Annual Tree Give‐away. Kernan proper‐
ty, 204 County Highway 40, dawn to
dusk. Info at 397‐8805.

The Lookout
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OCCA membership contributions: Thank you for your continuing support!
Bruce & Diane Aaronson
Walter & Shirley Adams
Adirondack Mountain Club
Susquehanna Chapter
Marielle Ainsworth
Ms. Carol Bradshaw Akin
& Ms. Marilyn Bradshaw
Matthew & Sara Albright
Kathryn C. Allen
Lou Allstadt
& Melinda Hardin
Andela Tool & Machine, Inc.
Frank J. Annese
Jason Antrosio & Sallie Han
Don & Mariann Archer
H. Raymond Armitage
Andrea Armstrong
Velma F. Armstrong
Sandra & James Austin
Brenda Ayers
Raymond & Teresa Bader
Scottie Baker
Joe & Ann Barone
Roy K. Bartoo
Rosemary Baskin
Robert & Betty Jo Bassett
Paul & Davia Batista
Michael & Stephanie Bauer
Andrew G. Baugnet
& Martha Frey
Carol Beechy
& Katie Boardman
Mary Bergen
Bernegger Family
James Bernegger
Anonymous
Francella W. & Jose F.
Betancourt
Regina Betts
Richard & Anne Blabey
Daniel & Colleen Blacklock
Andrew M. Blum
Frederick & Karen Bouton, Jr.
Adolfo & Maria Brane
David W. & Lois Brenner
Bruce Hall Home Center
Clifford & Patricia Brunner
Robert Brzozowski
William Burnett
Brian & Elizabeth Burns
Dale E. Burrington
Butternuts Beer & Ale
CADE, Inc
Canadarago Lake Improvement Association, Inc.
Gerianne Carillo
& Marion Mossman
Chuck & Pattee Carrier
Rodman D. & Imogene
Carter
Anthony & Theresa Casale
Casella Waste Systems, Inc.
Devin Castendyk
Gloria Cestero-Hurd
Helen Chetner
Richard & Suzanne
Christman
Anthony Cicoria & Melissa
Tworkowsky
Joan P. Clark
William & Elizabeth Clark
Arthur R. Clarke
Martha & Paul Clarvoe

CLIA
William & Catherine
Coleman
Carol Collier
Leslie GHP Collins
Lucia Colone
Colonial Insurance Agency
LLC
Andrée Conklin
Consigli Household
Henry S. F. Cooper, Jr.
Shelby & Ashley Cooper
Cooperstown Art
Association
Cooperstown Chamber of
Commerce
Cooperstown Natural Foods
Louise Corsover
Council Of Community
Services of NYS, Inc.
Stephen Courter
David G. Cox
CP’s Charter Service
David & Debra Creedon
John Creedon
Mary Jo Cronin
Charles & Maureen Culbert
Frederick Cunningham, Jr.
Matthew & Suzette Curley
Barbara Curran
Deb & Jim Dalton
Edward F. Danielski, Jr.
Mark Davies
Jean & John Davis
Suzanne S. Dean
Delaware Otsego Audubon
Society
Vittoria Demarest
Winola Denny-Smith
Richard & Sandra deRosa
John & Jeanne Dewey
Arthur Dietrich
DM Youngs Design
Charles & Caroline Dobbs
Edward Doi
Paul & Patricia Donnelly
Teresa Drerup
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Edward W.
Duffy
Karen Dunlap
Phyllis B. Dunning
Terry & Joan Dwyer
Lyn Edinger & Corinne
Plummer
Eggleston Foundation
Nancy & Bob Einreinhofer
Sally R. Eldred
Paul Elkan
Stephen & Diane Elliott
Anonymous
Empowerment Institute
Anthony & Lucille Esposito
Brian Fawcett
Douglas & Dorothy Fielder
John & Jean Finch
Carl & Regina Fisherman
Stephen & Darleen Fournier
Dennis & Linda Frado
Walt & Linda Franck
Dr. John & Mrs. Gail
Freehafer
Frederic Freilicher

Rev. Canon George F. French
Memorial – Tier French
Friends of Bill Magee
Friends of Glimmerglass
State Park, Inc.
Friends of Senator Seward
Jayne Frye
Gregory Fulkerson
Douglas Geertgens
Sheryl Geisler
Bill & Jan Gibson
Gilbertsville Free Library
Gale Gilmartin
Louis Gilson
Gilson's Native American
Crafts
Sally Ann Goddard
Goldpetals
Carl & Pamela Good
Goodyear Lake Association
Irwin Gooen
Mercedes & Stephen
Gotwald
Diane Graf
GrafiQa
Margo Graham
Robert Graham
Lynn & Judith Green
Douglas & Donna Greene
Harvey & Helen Gurian
Susanna & Lou Hager
Barbara Hall
Erika P. Hall
Gemma & Lewis M. Hall
Maria Hallahan
Doug & Marcia Hallberg
Jacqueline Hamblin
Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Hamilton
Richard L. Hanna
Martha & Stephen Harausz
Willard N. Harman
Doug & Ginny Hastings
Valerie Lockwood Haynes
Liam, Susan & Scott
Heiland
Nancy & Emery Herman
Thomas E. Hickey
Lawrence & Joyce Hickling
Allison & W. Keyes
Hill-Edgar
Anonymous
Michael Hodgman &
Meg Kiernan
Anonymous
Alice & Chris Holbrook
Hollydaze Bed and
Breakfast
Jane & Joe Homburger
Richard H. Hopper PhD
Richi Dee Horne
Dr. George Hovis &
Dr. Kimberly Jastremski
Mr. & Mrs. James A.
Howarth
Paula Howe
John I. Howell
Mary Howes
Glenford H. Hubbell
Hubbell's Real Estate Inc.
Dotty & Chuck Hudson
Susan Hughson
Richmond & Jeanne Hulse
David M. Hutchison

Hyde Bay Beach Club in
Memory of Mary Imogene
Nelson
George & Jane Hymas
Anonymous
It's All Good
Robert & Nancy Iversen
Hollie Jaffe, Esq.
Wanda Jagocki
Graham Jones & Kristen
Jastremski
Betsy Jay
John Mitchell Real Estate,
LLC.
Peter & Jane Johngren
Carlena K. Johnson
Robert Johnson & Ann K.
Eldred
William & Mary Joyce, Jr.
Danielle Jump
Leon & Esther Kalmus
Jeffrey & Karen Katz
Michael & Linda Kehoe
Hon. & Mrs. Langhorne
Keith
Claire Kepner
Henry S. Kernan
Fred C. Kerr
Charles & Roberta Kieler
Robert Kingsley Memorial
Suzanne Kingsley
Douglas & Barbara Knapp
Patricia Knapp
Anonymous
Raymond Krone
Adrian Kuzminski
DJ LaDuke
William & Laura Bliss Lamb
Raymond and Ann
Lamberson
Lambrecht, Werner, Zweifel
Landis Arboretum
Paddy Lane & David Grodsky
Mary T. Leary
Robert Lee
Vicky Lentz
Harry & Ellen Levine
Bill & Karen Lewis
Todd & Heather Lindsley
Katharine W. Lloyd
Scot Lueck & Anita Wheeler
Rena Mae Lull
Hugh & Eleanore
MacDougall
Michael Macleod
Carla & Roger MacMillan
Elizabeth & Frank Maloney
Carol Malz, Esq.
Anonymous
Constantine Margaritis
Linda Martinez
Herbert John Marx
Sasha & Elizabeth Matson
Margot Matz
John & Amanda May
Francis May, Jr.
Richard M. McCaffery
William & Ellen McCahill
Keith McCarty
John & Marilyn McGlynn
Win McIntyre & Cate
LaBarre
Karen E. McShane, MD

Lynne & Kai Mebust
John Meeks
Dr. Tim & Susan Melchior
Paul Mendelson
Ronald Messenger
John and Jessica Meyer
William Meyerhoff
Bruce & Deborah Miller
Erik & Kelly Miller
John & Pam Miller
William Miller
Carol Mitteager
Mohican Flowers of
Cooperstown, Inc
Barbara I. Mook
Richard & Patricia Murphy
Anthony & Lisa Murray
Dennis & Maureen Murray
George Murray
NBT Bank
Helen E. New
Nancy New
Melissa & Charles Nicosia
Elizabeth Nields
Sally Nietupski
Francis J. Nolan
Anonymous
James & Nancy Northrup
Tom & Alison Novack
Don & Sharon Oberriter
Charles O'Bryan & Laura
O'Shea
William Oliver & Michael
Willis
John E. & Rita Olson
Robert F. & Marilyn O'Neill
Oneonta Chapter DAR, Inc.
Oneonta Federated Garden
Club
Homer M. Osterhoudt
Otsego 2000, Inc.
Otsego County Cornell
Cooperative Extension
Otsego Electric Cooperative
Otsego Lake Association
Otsego Lake Bayside Motor
Inn, Inc.
Otsego Land Trust
Tim & Liz Parsons
Patrick Family
Harry Peplinski
Theodore & Margaret
Peters, Jr.
Andrew Peterson
Earle N. & Cynthia Peterson
Dorothy Phillips
Jessica Phillips
Joseph Phillips Memorial
Campbell Court School
Carol Malz, Esq.
Jesse Phillips
Phoenix Restorations
William & Rose Anne
Pirone
Don and Ellinor Pollack
James & Noreen Polus
Kris Potrikus
Robert J. & Peggy Poulson, Jr.
E. Louis Priem
Paula Pugliese
Edythe Anne Quinn, Ph.D.
Bill Ralston
Continued on Page 6
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OCCA membership contributions: Thank you for your continuing support!
Continued from Page 5

Allan Ramsay
Jerry & Marisabel Raymond
Wendy Reich
Mary Reitz
Anne Reynolds
J. Mason Reynolds
Barbara Richards
Bill & Janet Rigby
Ed & Barbara Roberts
John Robinson
Abby Rodd
Anonymous
Roberto Romano & Ingrid
Guiter
Daniel Rosen
Susan Rowland
Rueckert Advertising
Giles E. Russell
William H. & George-Ann
Ryland
Janine Sabella, MD
& Jeffrey Woeppel
Dr. Elizabeth Meehan
Salerno
Tom Salo
Victor Salvatore, Jr. &
Martha McGowan
Sam Smith's Boatyard &

The Blue Mingo Grill
Bennett Sandler & Monica
Brane
Oreon Sandler
David Sanford
John Saphier
John and Jeanie Scarzafava
Paula & William Schaeffer
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. D.
Schrack III
Jennifer Schrack
Richard Scurry
Brigham & Louise Seaver
Margaret A. Seaver
Veronica Gil Seaver
Karl & Kate Seeley
Lizabeth A. Shannon
Sean T & Larisa L Sheehan
Karen Sheesley
Bruce Shultis
Timothy Siegel & Maureen
Micek Siegel
Alice Siegfried
Silks & Treasures
Thomas Simpson
& Gunlief Jacobsen
John & Linda Smirk
Arthur & Susan Smith
Dorothea Smith

Jack & Gayle Smith
H. William & Patricia
Smith, Jr.
T. Gunter Smith
George & Sigrid Snell
Edward B. Snyder
Leonard Sohacki
Matthew Sohns
& Mary-Margaret Robbins
Lori Solensten
Paul Solomon
Ellen Spencer
Ted & Patricia Spencer, Jr.
Cynthia Squires
Edward & Christina Stack
Stagecoach Coffee
Vince Stayter
STB Enterprises Inc
Roy Steele
Ken & Carol Steigelman
Joseph Stocker
Katherine Stuligross
Elizabeth Susman
Karin & David Svahn
T.S. Pink Corp
Dr. Christopher & Lady
Juliet Tadgell
Bruno & Vera Talevi
Robert & Claire Taylor

Paul & Connie Tedesco
The Alice Busch Gronewaldt
Foundation, Inc.
The College at Oneonta
Foundation Corporation
The Earth Mentoring
Institute
The Farmers' Museum, Inc.
The Law Firm Of
Scarzafava & Basdekis
The Mary Imogene Bassett
Hospital
The MB Group
Anonymous
The Tepee
Sissy & Byron Thomas, Jr.
Andrew & Lois Timmerman
Sadashiva Tirtha
John Tompkins
Town of Milford
Otsego County
Wendell & Maria Tripp
Mary & Ken Turi
Doris Vanderlipp
Dr. & Mrs. Gilbert T.
Vincent
Anonymous
Donna W. & James P. Vogler
Walter Vom Saal

& Suzanne Miller
Julius & Anne Thomson
Waller
Suzanne J. Ward
Rebecca Weil
Susan F.C. Weil
Ellen & Michael Weir
Louise Weisser
Edward Wesnofske
Laura White
Deni Wicks
Leon & Lucille Wiggin
Scotty & David Wilber
Tim & Jan Williammee
Willies Family Foundation
Bernice Winchester
Teresa J. Winchester
WM. J. Rigby Company
John P. Woods, Jr.
Theodore Worlock
Fred & Jean Wyckoff
Darla M. Youngs
Fred & Katrina Zalatan
George & Helen
Zimmerman
P. Zubritski
Michael Zuckerman
Donations and/or pledges made as of
March 16, 2009

Lake Campaign programs moving forward
Over the last two years nearly 200
additional donors have supported
OCCA’s Lake Challenge Campaign,
which garnered $75,000 more than
its initial goal, bringing the final
tally to slightly more than $375,000
paid in or pledged. The funds will be
used to carry out crucial initiatives
to protect the water quality of
Otsego Lake. OCCA is now putting
shoulder to plow to ensure the
implementation of projects for which
monies were solicited.
OCCA will pursue completion of
Otsego Lake’s septic system management plan and continue boat
inspections for invasive species. It
will also continue working with the
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service to carry out
water quality improvement projects
on Otsego Lake watershed farms. To
date, more than 40 such projects
have been completed. The organization has allocated funds to purchase
trees and have them planted along
creeks and tributaries of the Upper
Susquehanna watershed. This initiative is highly touted by natural
resource professionals because of its
multiple benefits, which include not
only water quality improvement but

also bank stabilization, erosion
abatement, enhancement of plant
and wildlife, and augmented property values.
In February, OCCA posted on the
home page of its website
(www.occainfo.org) articles related
to the zebra mussel, an invasive
mollusk which established itself in
Otsego Lake in 2007. The articles
give advice for lake property owners
on how to control this invasive
species. They also include suggestions for local fire departments on
how to ensure that clean waters are
not inadvertently infested by fire
department practices and that fire
equipment is kept free of zebra mussel infestation and damage. General
information on the origin, characteristics and harmful effects of zebra
mussels has also been posted.
As it has done over the last 40
years, OCCA, with support from
Bruce Hall Home Center, will give
significant funding to SUNYOneonta’s Biological Field Station,
providing funding to support interns
who will monitor Otsego Lake’s water
quality and a visiting researcher who
will share their findings with the community through public presentations.

OCCA is running on WVO
In 2008, OCCA received grant support from the Norcross
Wildlife Foundation to convert a diesel pickkup truck to
run on waste vegetable oil, or WVO. The truck will mostly be used to facilitiate transportation of a johnboat and
canoes used for the removal of the water chestnut, an
aquatic invasive species, in bodies of water in the
Susquehanna River. With volunteers eager to donate their
time to manually eradicate this plant, OCCA felt the truck
was needed to expeditiously deliver boats to the work
sites. A truck is also required to transport harvested plants
to the local green yard so that seeds are not redispersed on
site, thus worsening rather than eliminating the problem.
This winter, OCCA partnered with SUNY-Morrisville
instructor Graham Jones and his Automotive Technology
class to retrofit the pickup’s diesel engine, which was currently running on biodiesel, to run on WVO. OCCA
undertook this initiative to support renewable local fuels.
Above, SUNY-Morrisville students install a secondary
fuel tank on the OCCA pickup to hold WVO.
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Bottled water no longer sparkles in public eye
“Bottled water, once an icon of a healthy lifestyle, has
become a pariah, the environmentally incorrect Humvee of beverages.” This quote, from an article written by Sandy Bauer,
appeared in “The Philadelphia Inquirer” in November 2007. So
for more than two years bottled water, long considered a
“healthy choice” drink, has been under scrutiny for its costs,
quality, and impact on the environment. Some cities, including
San Francisco, Albuquerque, Minneapolis and Seattle, have
banned city purchase of single-serve bottled water because of
the waste impact from the bottles and because it’s viewed as an
unnecessary cost to taxpayers.
Strictly speaking, tap water is not free. It costs about
$0.00002 cents per ounce; however, a single-serve bottle of
water costs between 1,000 to 4,000 times more, according to
the 2007 U.S. Conference of Mayors.
Bauer posits that bottled water — a $10.9 billion-a-year industry in the United States — has even emerged as a moral issue, a
peace issue. For some people, opposition to bottled water is a matter of equitable access. A billion people worldwide don’t have safe
drinking water. One in five of them are children. Americans, on
the other hand, with near total access, are bingeing on bottled
water of every sort, from the hand-held variety to the office jugs.

The Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom has launched a
three-year “Save the Water” campaign,
based on the conviction that drinking
bottled water encourages privatization,
which can lead to wars over water.
Sister Sharon Dillon, former executive
director of the Franciscan Federation in
Washington, D.C., has pledged to
forego Deer Park, Poland Spring and all
the others. She spoke at a teleconference organized by the advocacy group Corporate Accountability
International, which sees bottled water as a corporate abuse — the
takeover of a natural resource that should belong to everyone.
Even those of us who live in comfortable conditions without
threat of water shortages or polluted water are at risk by the
very act of opting to purchase bottled water. In 2007, the
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) conducted a fouryear study on bottled water. The results of this study show that
one-third of the bottled water tested contained levels of contamination which exceeded allowable limits under either state
or bottled water industry standards or guidelines.

Consumer rights watchdog urges us to drink tap water
Food & Water Watch, a nonprofit consumer rights organization, released a report on bottled water in the spring of 2007 titled
“Take Back the Tap.” The report aims to show why tap water “is better for your health, your pocketbook and the environment.”
Information on the website (www.takebackthetap.org) challenges corporate control, abuse of food and water resources, and
crunches the numbers in a convincing way, noting:

N

ew York City consumers buy over
a billion bottles of water a year, in
large part because advertising has led
them to believe it is safer or better than
tap water. Truth is, NYC tap water is
safe, clean and healthy, and in many
cases more so than bottled water. Bottled
water causes many equity, public health
and environmental problems. Beverage
companies often take water from municipal or underground sources that local
people depend on. Producing and transporting plastic bottles uses energy and
produces greenhouse gases

T

he federal government requires far
more rigorous and frequent testing
and monitoring of municipal drinking
water than of bottled water. The New
York (City) Department of Environmental
Protection collects more than 30,000 samples and conducts more than 400,000 tests
of NYC water each year, while the Food
and Drug Administration requires only
one water test per week by bottling companies and regulates only the 30 percent
to 40 percent of bottled water sold across

state lines. In addition, chemicals from
plastic bottles can leach into bottled
water, which is never tested after bottling
and storage.

D

rinking tap water helps you save
money. Tap water costs about
$0.002 per gallon compared to the $0.89
to $8.26 per gallon charge for bottled
water. As much as 40 percent of bottled
water actually comes from the tap, which
means bottled water consumers are paying hundreds or thousands of times more
for an illusion of purity. NYC residents’
tax dollars are used to ensure that residents receive some of the best tap water
in the country in their homes.

G

iving up bottled water helps our
environment. Annual production of
plastic water bottles requires the equivalent of about 17.6 million barrels of oil,
not including transportation – enough to
fuel more than one million vehicles. In
the end, about 86 percent of the empty
plastic water bottles in the United States
– an estimated 850 million bottles in

NYC alone – end up in our landfills
instead of being recycled.
“Take Back the Tap” is an organized
movement prescribing certain protocols,
such as signing a pledge to choose tap water
over bottled water and dining at restaurants
that have taken the pledge and no longer
serve bottled water. Information on these
restaurants is available at www.takebackthetap.org/cities/ny/restaurants.

T

here are aspects of “Take Back the
Tap” that may be adhered to
informally, by everyone, such as carrying a reusable water bottle and supporting increased funding for the protection of public drinking water.
Municipalities might hold water taste
tests, as has been done in locations
such as Ithaca. Marian Brown, a special project assistant to the provost at
Ithaca College, works on sustainability
initiatives and has watched the astronomical growth of bottled water with
dismay. She noted that in blind taste
tests held within one year, tap water
won out four of five times.
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We try to conserve precious resources at OCCA by printing on
recycled paper and using soy‐based inks when feasible. If you
would like to help us do even better, consider being put on our
electronic distribution list and receive future newsletters and
general correspondence via e‐mail.

Save the OCCA garage sale!
continued from page 1

week would be required up to the week prior, which would then
require approximately 40 hours, divided among volunteers. OCCA
staff would be available to guide the garage sale committee chairperson as need be. Anyone interested in assuring the continuation of this
very successful community event is invited to contact the OCCA
office at 547-4488 or admin@occainfo.org.

Innovative green enterprise
continued from page 4

customer satisfaction
• Same-day service calls in emergency situations
Greasecyclers is currently manufacturing and making available for
purchase 100 percent biodiesel, or B100, which can be delivered for
off-road use or home heating oil in any quantity. Any blend requested
can be accommodated. Anyone wishing to inquire further should contact Schnabel at 607-353-0896 or greg@greasecyclers.com.

Bike to Work Day planned in May
Otsego Region Cycling Advocates (ORCA), a committee
convened by OCCA, is organizing “Bike to Work Day” on
Wednesday, May 1. For more information, call Martha
Clarvoe at 547-4020.

