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OCCA Board members at the annual dinner, front row (l-r): Bill Ralston, Bennett Sandler, Donna Vogler, Andrée
Conklin, Martha Clarvoe; back row (l-r): Win McIntyre, John May, Jim Bernegger, Dick deRosa, Bill Harman.

OCCA celebrates fortieth year, honors
international forester, Henry Kernan
The Otsego County Conservation
Association commemorated forty years of
environmental vigilance at its 2008 annual
dinner, held at The Otesaga on October 15.
At the dinner, OCCA recognized as its
2008 Conservationist of the Year Henry
Kernan, an international forestry consultant
who has managed 1,200 acres of forest land
on his South Worcester property since 1947.
Kernan was honored for his knowledge and
love of trees and forestry, for his public education efforts, and especially for the annual
tree give-aways he has held for the general
public since the mid-1990s. Over the years,
more than 50,000 white spruce seedlings
have been transplanted from the Kernan
property to other locations in Otsego County
and beyond. His tree give-away is always
held the first Saturday in May, rain or shine,
from dawn until dusk.
Kernan received an undergraduate degree
from Harvard University in 1938 before
doing post-graduate work at the Yale School
of Forestry. His forestry expertise has led to
employment in Canada, South Carolina,
Continued on Page 4

Henry Kernan, OCCA’s 2008 Conservationist of the
Year, signs a copy of his book, “The Gifts of a Forest,”
at the OCCA annual dinner.
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Martha Clarvoe takes over OCCA
presidency from Win McIntyre
Martha Clarvoe
assumed the
presidency of the
Otsego County
Conservation
Association in July,
taking over from
Win McIntyre, who
had served in that
capacity since
MARTHA CLARVOE
September 2006.
Clarvoe, a resident of Hartwick,
joined the OCCA board in 2000 and
became involved in OCCA programs and
administration on a regular basis shortly
thereafter. Besides assisting with routine
office work, she has played a key role in
researching and organizing information
for OCCA’s light pollution brochure and
making presentations to municipalities
on this issue. Her efforts in recycling
include compilation of OCCA’s recycling
alternatives brochure, research and promotion of recycling alternatives for agricultural film wraps, constructing container recycling bins for the Village of
Cooperstown, managing a seasonal recycling program for the Village’s Main
Street for four years, recruiting volunteers for Otsego County’s annual house-

hold hazardous waste collection day, and,
with the Cooperstown Central School
Leo Club, helping with the cafeteria
recycling at Cooperstown Middle/High
School.
In 2000, Clarvoe was appointed by
the county board of representatives to
serve on the Otsego County Burn Barrel
Education Committee, all of whose
members received recognition from
OCCA as Conservationists of the Year
in 2002.
Along with OCCA board member Dr.
Donna Vogler, Clarvoe brought information concerning Cities for Climate
Protection (CCP) to the Village of
Cooperstown and the City of Oneonta.
Both municipalities subsequently signed
on to the program, which assists cities in
adopting policies and implementing
quantifiable measures to reduce local
greenhouse gas emissions, improve air
quality, and enhance urban livability and
sustainability. In July, at Clarvoe’s urging, the county solid waste and environmental concerns committee passed a resolution for the county to join CCP.
As president, Clarvoe would like to
see OCCA direct its attention to practical
means of environmental sustainability.

OCCA in the news
We hope our members have been
keeping abreast of OCCA activities
through the local media, but just in case
there’s something you missed, our press
releases can now be accessed online at
www.occainfo.org. The new link on our
“home” page will take you to links to the
following articles:

Natural gas drilling
“Is the DEC up to the task?” This op ed
piece by Erik Miller questions whether
DEC has the wherewithal to monitor gas
drilling effectively.
“OCCA requests moratorium on natural
gas drilling permits.” OCCA joins
Audubon and Catskill Mountainkeepers
in asking forestallment until procedures
are updated.

Grants received
“OCCA receives monies to expand
Oneonta‐Susquehanna Greenway.”
This grant from Kodak will pay for a
visioning session for stakeholders.
“OCCA receives grant from statewide
foundation.” The Council of Community
Services of New York State gives OCCA
$1,000 to develop its annual fund
campaign.
“Foundation grants OCCA monies to
promote biodiesel use.” The Norcross
Foundation of Wales, Ma. grants OCCA
$5,000 for the purchase of a vehicle to
run on diesel fuel.

Recycling

Darla Youngs joins OCCA staff
as administrative director
Darla M. Youngs
joined the Otsego
County
Conservation
Association staff as
administrative director in October of
2008, coming to the
organization from
Otsego 2000, where
she was associate
DARLA YOUNGS
director.
“Darla brings much-needed talents to
OCCA,” said executive director Erik
Miller. “We are counting on her strong
organizational skills to streamline office
operations, and her experience in graphic
design will enhance our newsletter and

other informational pieces put out by
OCCA.”
Youngs also brings bookkeeping,
management, public relations and journalism experience to the table. From
2000 to 2006, she was general manager
of Templeton Publishing Company,
including its flagship publication “The
Freeman’s Journal.”
In recent years, Youngs has directed
the Cooperstown Farmers’ Market and
has worked on the Cooperstown
Chamber of Commerce Area Guide. She
has served on the Otsego Lake Festival
Executive Committee, the Earth Festival
Steering Committee and is secretary of
the Otsego County Water Quality
Coordinating Committee.

“OCCA, village recycle a ton of books.”
For sixth year in a row, OCCA helps the
Cooperstown Library offload excess
books.
“OCCA encourages businesses to use
recycling bins.” OCCA offers recycling
bins to businesses at reduced prices.

Sustainability
“OCCA pitches Low Carbon Diet to
Cooperstown.” Cooperstown
Sustainability Committee agrees to follow
a program to reduce its carbon footprint.
“Village re‐ups on commitment to envi‐
ronment.” Cooperstown will use soft‐
ware to formulate climate action plans.
“OCCA encourages carpooling through
ride‐share website.” OCCA has posted
information on its website for ride‐shar‐
ing among county residents.
“Hartwick study provides planning tool
for the Rt. 28 corridor.” The water
resource assessment for the
Susquehanna River as it runs through the
Town of Hartwick has been completed.
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May all your holidays be green!
In the holiday hustle and bustle, it’s easy
to act expediently rather than thoughtfully
regarding environmentally friendly behavior.
OCCA has put together a few suggestions
our members may wish to keep in mind:

U Buy “funky” gifts and decorations at
antique or thrift stores. Alternatively, reduce
your “carbon footprint” by shopping locally,
especially at local artisan shops, farmers’
markets, and health food and fair trade
stores.
U When buying gifts, remember that
inexpensive items are usually made of toxic
plastics whose manufacture and disposal
causes a threat to our soils, air and water.
With both gifts and decorations, chose items
made from safer, natural materials.

average, artificial trees only “live”
about six years before going to the
great landfill in the earth, so despite
common logic, they are not the best
option. An obvious eco-friendly
choice is to get a tree that can be
replanted.

U Decorate with light-emitting
diode (LED) lights, which use onetenth of the energy of conventional
lights.
U Make decorations from old
Christmas cards and ribbons, gingerbread cookies, popcorn or cranberry garlands, or origami patterns.

U Give “green” gift baskets filled with
compact fluorescent lights, rechargeable batteries, local organic food, etc.

U If you plan to splurge on a holiday
meal, consider giving your family and yourself the gift of a meal prepared, to the extent
possible, with local organic food. Also, think
about serving organic beverages.

U Ask a local farmer or large property
owner if you can cut your tree on his or her
land or purchase a tree at bargain prices from
Otsego County Forestry on River Road. On

U Reuse brown paper bags to wrap presents; then, decorate them with last year’s
cards. You’d be surprised how creative you
can be and how attractive the packages are!

U Send cards printed on recycled paper
or send cards by e-mail.
U After the holidays, reuse the tree as an
outdoor decoration, bird feeder, or for
wildlife habitat. The City of Oneonta picks
up trees left on the streets, takes them to its
green waste yard, and chips them up for
mulch. Please contact us if you know of any
more municipalities that offer this service.

President's Message

OCCA needs support for its countywide programs, too!
In 2008, OCCA completed an extraordinarily successful
Otsego Lake Challenge Campaign, raising more than $375,000
for water quality protection for a three-year period. Programs
funded will include implementation of the lake’s septic system
management plan, invasive species boat inspections, streamside plantings, agricultural water quality projects, and lake
monitoring.
With all this funding, it may appear that OCCA is well-positioned to accomplish its mission; however, the $375,000
recently raised constitutes restricted funds, to be used only for
Otsego Lake. In a 2006 membership survey, the majority of
our membership (73%) expressed the opinion that OCCA
should address environmental issues countywide. To do this,
the OCCA board needs to apply all the skills it learned through
the Lake Challenge to launch an annual fund campaign to garner support for work not directly related to Otsego Lake.
OCCA’s countywide programs include development of a 10mile, multi-use foot trail along the Susquehanna from Oneonta
to Milford, and ultimately to Cooperstown; water chestnut
eradication on Goodyear Lake; volunteer recruitment for
household hazardous waste collection day; assistance to
municipalities for project review and comprehensive planning;
seasonal nature walks; distribution of “Otsego Walks &
Paddles,” our area hiking and canoeing guide; stewardship of
Basswood Pond State Forest; and mini-grants to schools for

environmental projects.
The current “elephant in the room” is the issue of horizontal
drilling for natural gas. OCCA has devised a map pinpointing
all of the drilling leases recorded in the county – an example of
the kind of service OCCA can offer. This issue has also
required attendance of our executive director Erik Miller at
many meetings countywide, as well as in Albany. Erik also
recently prepared a 15-page review of the DEC’s draft
Supplemental GEIS.
A high degree of administrative effort is required to do our
work: website maintenance, newsletter compilation and design,
letter writing, reports, and, very importantly, grant-writing. These
are the “hidden” costs of running a non-profit organization.
OCCA has just sent out its “last chance” membership renewal solicitation letter for 2008. Despite this economically challenging time, I hope our members will choose to give generously to an organization whose mission is to protect life-sustaining
natural resources. I also encourage you to take advantage of the
gift membership certificate enclosed with our solicitation letter.
When we inaugurate our annual fund drive in early 2009, we
will be promoting a new “Low Carbon Diet” initiative that we
believe to be a valuable tool for fighting global warming. I
hope OCCA members will support this effort with enthusiasm
equal to that of the Lake Challenge Campaign!
Martha B. Clarvoe, President
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Our environment ... Our home
OCCA
Board of Directors
Martha Clarvoe, President
Willard Harman, Vicepresident
Vicky Lentz, Secretary
Bennett Sandler, Treasurer
Jim Bernegger
Andrée Conklin
Dick deRosa
John May
Win McIntyre
William Ralston
Donna Vogler

Staff
Erik Miller, Executive Director
Teresa Winchester, Assistant Director
Darla M. Youngs, Administrative Director

We try to conserve precious resources at OCCA by printing on
recycled paper and using soy‐based inks when feasible. If you
would like to help us do even better, consider being put on our
electronic distribution list and receive future newsletters and
general correspondence via e‐mail.

OCCA celebrates fortieth year
continued from page 1

Idaho and Bogota, Colombia. As an independent forestry consultant,
Kernan also worked in Iran, Spain, Korea and Vietnam. He has published nearly 400 articles on trees and forestry and has written scholarly pieces and editorials for publications such as “American Forest,”
“New York Forest Owner,” “The Baltimore Sun” and “The Daily Star.”
Also as part of the meeting, OCCA Assistant Director Teresa
Winchester reviewed OCCA’s major accomplishments over the last 40
years, especially noting the contributions of past presidents Frederick
Mecklenburg and Irene Mozolewski and board member John New, all
of whom are now deceased. Marion Karl described OCCA’s intensive
early recycling efforts, while Bill Harman summarized OCCA’s relationship with the SUNY-Oneonta Biological Field Station over the
years and past president Win McIntyre informed attendees about the
success of OCCA’s Otsego Lake Challenge Campaign.
Following the dinner, “The Daily Star” gave OCCA a “Cheer” on
its opinion page. About OCCA, the paper wrote, “The group has
many accomplishments in this area, and has recently gained a voice
on Oneonta’s Common Council with last year’s election of director
Erik Miller as an alderman.
On this occasion of four decades, it was heartening to see the group
reach out for information on some of the prominent figures in its past.
Honoring those who stepped up for local conservation and environmental interests in this area is important, particularly as they did so in
a time less in tune with such concerns. In remembering them, the
organization is likely to keep in the spirit of their intentions during the
next 40 years.”

