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A future for Otsego Lake? Response to OCCA’s lake challenge says, “YES!”
“If anyone doubted the OCCA has public support, those
doubts dissipated Wednesday evening, June 18.” Such
was the front page comment from the weekly newspa
per, The Freeman’s Journal in reference to the OCCA
Lake Challenge Campaign Kickoff, held in Coopers
town at the Otesaga Resort Hotel and attended by over
200 people.
The event was organized to announce OCCA’s first ever
fundraising campaign, aimed in particular at raising mon
ies to support OCCA’s Otsego Lake initiatives, among
which are inva
sive species boat
inspections, ripar
ian buffer plant
ings, agricultural
water quality pro
grams on water
Bill Harman speaks at OCCA’s June
shed farms, sup
18 Otsego Lake Campaign Kickoff.

port for lake monitoring carried out by the State Univer
sity College at Oneonta’s (SUCO) Biological Field Sta
tion (BFS), and water quality education initiatives.
The evening’s programs included remarks by Dr.
Willard Harman, BFS director and Dr. Thomas Horvath,
director of SUCO’s environmental sciences program.
OCCA president Win McIntyre announced that the Lake
Challenge, whose goal of raising $300,000 had initially
been conceived as a threeyear campaign, had, in fact,
been met in just over one year – even further proof of
support for OCCA and its lake programs. To achieve its
goal, OCCA drew on the experience and expertise of
former Bassett Healthcare fundraiser, Amanda May.
The campaign received major support from the Lou and
Susanna Hager Matching Challenge Grant of $150,000.
The challenge grant matched dollar per dollar all other
contributions made to the lake campaign.
See Lake Challenge page 10

OCCA to receive trail development assistance from Parks &Trails New York
The Otsego County Conservation Association has been
selected to receive assistance for trail development for an
OneontaSusquehanna Greenway project from Parks &
Trails New York, a statewide nonprofit organization
founded in 1985 working to protect New York's parks and
help communities create new ones. The grant is part of the
statewide nonprofit’s Healthy Trails, Healthy People pro
gram. This program is aimed at helping New Yorkers de
velop more active communities and an enhanced quality of
life through the creation of multiuse trails. As part of the
program, selected communities will receive technical and
planning assistance, workshops, minigrants, and organiza
tional support.
“Our intent is to build the vision, constituencies and local
commitment that are critical to the longterm success of trail
projects. The ultimate goal is getting trails built, because
research has shown that where people have access to trails,
they’re generally more physically active,” commented Parks
& Trails New York Executive Director Robin Dropkin.
Parks & Trails New York will assist OCCA with develop
ment of the OneontaSusquehanna Greenway, a 10mile

multiuse trail that
would extend along
the Susquehanna
River linking the
city’s Neahwa Park
to the town’s Fortin
Park and, eventually,
extending to Riddell
Susquehanna Greenway kiosk
State Park in the
Town of Milford. Already four miles of the Susquehanna
Greenway have been built by the City of Oneonta and are
open to the public.
“We felt we needed assistance from Parks and Trails be
cause of the challenge of this project, which requires coop
eration from at least two municipalities, two state agencies,
and multiple private land owners,” said Erik Miller, OCCA
executive director.
“We’d like to see the entire 10mile loop connect with
other points of interest, such as shopping districts, canoe
and fishing access points, and existing mountain bike
trails,” Miller said.

President’s Message
OCCA works throughout the county to better its environment
By Win McIntyre, President
The Otsego County Conservation Association – our very
name defines who we are (county residents), what we do
(conserve/protect), and where we do it (Otsego County –
all of it). It is true that a major focus of our work is, al
ways has been, and always will be on ensuring the envi
ronmental integrity of Otsego Lake, and rightly so. By just
looking at a map, anyone can see that this lake is the
county’s largest body of water, serving as a drinking water
source not only to the Village of Cooperstown but to hun
dreds of lakeside properties and hundreds of thousands of
annual tourists.
But a review of OCCA archives teaches us that, from the
beginning, the intent and purpose of OCCA was, in fact,
countywide environmental protection, education, and ad
vocacy. This broad focus for OCCA was reiterated in our
2006 survey, in which 73 percent of our members ex
pressed the opinion that OCCA should address environ
mental concerns countywide.
Some prime examples of OCCA’s countywide initiatives
include partnership with county planning in organizing the
annual household hazardous waste collection day, organiz
ing seasonal nature walks, working with municipalities in
all corners of the county to encourage better landuse plan
ning, participation in county events such as the Earth Festi
val, and awarding environmental minigrants to area
schools. We have also published useful brochures and
guides from which all county residents can benefit: Recy

cling: Above & Beyond (local
alternatives for recycling
goods not included in our
county’s recycling program),
Otsego Walks & Paddles (a
Win McIntyre, President
popular and attractive area
trails and canoeing guide), Starry Nights in Otsego County
(an informational brochure on light pollution).
In the last year and a half, OCCA has intensified its out
reach countywide with the addition of Erik Miller, a pro
fessional landuse planner who has worked with munici
palities throughout the county on various issues ranging
from solid waste, wind turbine legislation, SEQR issues,
and invasive species removal. The breadth of coverage in
this edition of The Lookout should give our readers a solid
grasp of our countywide impact and activities.
As we approach mid2008, OCCA is asserting itself more
than ever as a countywide organization, accomplishing its
mission both independently and with partners: Otsego
Land Trust and Otsego 2000, the Otsego, Goodyear, and
Canadarago lake associations, SUNYOneonta Biological
Field Station, USDANatural Resources Conservation Ser
vice and Farm Service Agency, and the Wildlife Learning
Company. Otsego County’s environment is the benefici
ary of all our combined efforts.

OCCA receives clean water grant from Boat U.S. Foundation
The BoatU.S. Foundation, a
national nonprofit organiza
tion dedicated to promoting
safe and environmentally
sensitive boating, has
awarded the Otsego County
Conservation Association
$2,760 to create signage and
fliers raising awareness
about aquatic invasive spe
Water chestnut eradication

cies in local waterways. Species targeted are the water chestnut,
Eurasian milfoil, and zebra mussel. The signs will be posted in
Otsego County on Goodyear, Otsego, and Canadarago lakes.
The informational fliers now being designed will include pic
tures or diagrams of the three invasive species, descriptions of
the ecological threats posed by these species, and means of pre
vention or actions to take if spotted. They will be distributed to
respective lake and sport fishing associations as well as through
See Boat page 10

Council of Community Services awards capacity building grant to OCCA
The Otsego County Conservation Association has received
$1,000 in funding from the Council of Community Ser
vices of New York State’s CapacityBuilding MiniGrant
Program. The monies will assist in the creation of an an
nual fund drive plan. The minigrant program is made
possible with support from The Clark Foundation.

The grant will improve the organization’s ability to build
flexibility into its finances, increase board involvement in
fundraising efforts, and diversify its funding base. The
fund development planning process will involve learning
how to conduct an inventory of assets, develop mission
See CCS page 10

OCCA gives grants to schools, Audubon Society
Two area school receive grants from OCCA
The Otsego County Conservation Association has awarded
minigrants to two local schools to enable them to carry
out projects of an environmental nature. GilbertsvilleMt.
Upton Central School District received $455 for the pur
chase of five handheld global positioning systems to study
natural areas surrounding the school.
Cooperstown Central received $500 toward the design and
creation of an organic “Kid Garden” to introduce sustain
able agriculture to its students. The project will begin in
fall 2008 with construction of water lines, a small barn and
fencing. Site development will follow during the school
year by removing sod, improving soil, and construction of
cold frames. Eight four by 25foot raised bed gardens will
be assembled on the site. The project will also feature low
tech methods of growing vegetables, such as a coldframe
and an unheated greenhouse.

children about growing food and conserving our precious
resources,” she continued.
Beyond producing food and teaching gardening skills,
benefits of the project include serving as a model for a
healthy lifestyle and healthy eating habits, providing an
experimental, handson opportunity to teach related topics
such as language arts, chemistry, math, biology, earth sci
ence, and research, and engaging students in a meaningful
public service.
“This is truly an interdisciplinary project that encourages
commitment and followup from students,” Gorman said.
In the past, OCCA has funded projects at various area
schools for storm drain marking, guides for tree identifica
tion, design and construction of a raisedbed garden in a
school court yard, and binoculars for bird identification.

“Although Cooperstown is a rural, historically agricultural
community, only a small percentage of our food is now
locally grown,” wrote elementary school principal Teresa
Gorman in the request to OCCA.

“There is no formal application form for a grant request,”
said Erik Miller, OCCA executive director. “However,
applicants should request our grant guidelines before sub
mitting a request.”

“In light of rising costs of energy (and thus transportation),
this arrangement is not sustainable. We plan to create a
schoolbased organic garden to educate ourselves and our

Guidelines and information are available at 5474488 or
occa@wpe.com.

OCCA gives Audubon funds for heron rookery
In April, OCCA donated $275 to the DelawareOtsego
Audubon Society (DOAS) to defray costs of restoration of
a heron rookery destroyed in January in the Town of Hart
wick, approximately one mile west of Hartwick Seminary.
At the time of the restoration, DOAS authorized an emer
gency expenditure of $1,600 to cover the cost and re
quested donations from the public in support of this effort.
“OCCA wanted to lend support to this worthy effort on the
part of DOAS,” said Erik Miller, OCCA executive direc
tor. “We emailed our membership to solicit special contri
butions and got a nice response.”
“DOAS is very grateful to OCCA for this support,” said
DOAS President Tom Salo. “The two organizations share
many common values and have cooperated on numerous
initiatives in the past. This is yet another example.”
The 25yearold great blue heron rookery was vandalized
by someone wielding a chain saw, according to DOAS
members. Trees containing 20 heron nests had been cut
down, all on private property.
In early March, before the ice melted, volunteers from

DOAS, hunters, fishermen,
Adirondack Mountain Club
members, a wildlife educa
tor, staff and students from
Hartwick College, and
other community members
helped construct nest plat
forms at the site. DOAS
members and volunteers,
Great blue heron
who helped with the pro
ject, will monitor the nesting platforms' use by herons and
regularly check the structures for signs of damage in case
the vandal returns.
Great blue herons are large colonial nesting birds that an
nually return to their nest sites. They are a favorite of bird
watchers and are a protected species in New York. They
are among the largest local birds, and are often seen stand
ing along the water’s edge. While herons will nest in for
ests, ideal nest sites are trees surrounded by water. Lo
cally, beaver ponds with dead trees in them provide herons
the most protection from predators.
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Sustainability
OCCA executive director observes sustainability in the Philippines
In February, OCCA Ex
ecutive Director Erik
Miller was by The Izaak
Walton League to par
ticipate in a tour of the
Philippine Islands. The
purpose of the tour was
to explore issues related to sustainable development, a key
concept among natural resource professionals. The IWL
was founded in 1922, making it one of the nation's oldest
conservation organizations. With a grassroots network of
40,000 members and nearly 300 local chapters nationwide,
the league seeks to implement a commonsense approach
toward protecting this country’s natural heritage
The study tour explored how the people of the Philippines
are working to conserve natural resources while simultane
ously dealing with population growth, poverty, and limited
access to health care. The islands feature an array of natural
resources ranging from tropical rainforests to coral reefs.
While on tour, Miller visited urban, rural, and coastal de
velopment projects that address key conservation, eco

nomic, and social issues. From March 5 to March 7, he
participated in the Third National Conference on Popula
tion, Health, and Environment in Tagaytay City.
The trip showcased how local communities and regions are
affected by population changes. It explored interrelation
ships among resource conservation, education, economic
opportunities, and population growth or decline, and exam
ined patterns of land use and the role of citizens in defining
the future of their communities. It also considered the role
of health education and services and their relationship to
population trends. Innovative approaches being created by
local people to address the challenges of growth and devel
opment provided yet another point of focus. Finally, the
trip served to underscore the unique role conservationists
can play in fostering sustainable development both in their
home communities and around the world.
As a followup to the sustainability tour, Miller attended
the “Population, Health and Environment Workshop and
Advocacy Training,” sponsored by Audubon International.
There he assisted Isaak Walton League staff as a trainer on
issues of international family planning and international
See Philippines page 11

Philippine Sustainability Tour: Erik Miller’s Impressions
Erik Miller is the executive director of OCCA
As recounted above, in February I had the privilege and
unique experience of participating in a 10day sustainabil
ity tour of the Philippines, sponsored by The Izaak Walton
League. It’s hard to convey this lifechanging experience
through the written word, but, below, I will do my best to
share briefly with our readers what I saw and felt while
there.
The most noticeable absence, for me, was the lack of the
basic necessities of life  food, water, shelter. Impressions
that linger most in my mind include the western influence
in the developing world  consumerism at its worst and
those who would characterize these trends as success. The
U.S. is a gluttonous society. Until financial collapse oc
curs, there will be little change in our behavior, which is
widely imitated by developing nations. Our leadership
role and the importance it plays are not considered by most
Americans in their daily lives, yet it needs to be. When a
“developing” country can show resource conservation
(albeit through necessity) to a “developed” country, it

gives us pause about our current
practices and lifestyles.
Much of our tour focused on
public health and social services.
Grass roots entrepreneurship
(e.g., midwife clinic), financial
planning (e.g., Marine Protection
Ar ea s ) , a nd l o ca l n o n
gover nmenta l or ga niza 
tions (NGOs) with family planning support (e.g., pre
marriage counseling) demonstrate an integrated approach
to social services in the Philippines. Public health is a lim
ited resource throughout much of the Philippines. Opera
tions are plagued with a lack of consistent government
support and limited outreach to those in need.
We visited a public healthcare clinic and a private mid
wifery clinic. At the public facility, the most common di
agnosis was Upper Respiratory Tract Infection (URTI),
See Impressions page 11

Water Quality
Water quality projects garner support from WQCC
At its March 26 meeting, the Otsego County Water Quality
Coordinating Committee unanimously approved partial
funding of several projects related to the environment and
local water quality, including:
· $2,000 toward a countywide water quality monitoring

effort to measure nutrient and sediment concentrations
along the Susquehanna and Unadilla Rivers as well as at
the outflow of the county's 14 11digit Hydrologic Unit
Codes (HUCs).
"The Otsego County water quality monitoring program
will enable us to focus our programs and projects in ar
eas where there is a demonstrable water quality problem.
If you’re going to try and fix something, it helps to know
where it’s broken," said Otsego County Soil and Water
Conservation District Manager Scott Fickbohm, who
brought the proposal to the table.
· $250 to defray fuel costs for SUNYCobleskill students

who are helping to conduct a study related to walleye
reestablishment in Otsego Lake. These fish were reintro
duced to in 2000, in part, as an effort to control a nui
sance fish species, the alewife. The request was made by

Matt Albright, assistant to the director of the SUNY
Oneonta Biological Field Station.
“Monitoring thus far indicates success of this effort,
though a big unknown relates to walleye abundance,”
Albright said. “SUNYCobleskill students will attempt
to evaluate this important piece of the puzzle. This fund
ing to help them is appropriate given the high cost of gas
these days,” he said.
· $400 to cover the registration fee of the local region’s

winning Envirothon team at the state competition.
Blanche Hurlbutt of the Otsego County Soil and Water
Conservation District serves as Otsego County coordina
tor for the Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon and
made the proposal.
The Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon, hosted by
Montgomery and Otsego County Soil and Water Conser
vation Districts, took place on April 30 in Glimmerglass
State Park. Otsego County Schools fared very well, with
Milford Central School taking first place and the “Best
See Projects page 11

Water Quality Coordinating Committee elects new officers
OCCA e.d. Erik Miller assumes chairmanship of countywide group
Erik Miller, executive director of the Otsego County Con
servation Association, was elected as chair of the Otsego
County Water Quality Coordinating Committee at its Janu
ary 30 meeting. The WQCC is a coalition of government
agencies and private organizations working to ensure that
Otsego County residents enjoy the benefits of clean water.
The WQCC functions as a subcommittee of the Otsego
County Soil and Water Conservation District.
Miller was formerly vicechair of the coalition. Stepping
aside from the chairmanship was Otsego County Soil and
Water District Manager Scott Fickbohm
“The committee has been very active and has been doing a
lot of good work,” said Fickbohm, whose own agency
oversees the City of Oneonta storm water runoff program,
hydroseeding in municipalities where land has been dis
turbed by public works, and an agricultural environmental
management program.
“I’m confident Erik will do a great job,” Fickbohm said.
At the same meeting, Darla M. Youngs, associate director
of Otsego 2000 was elected WQCC secretary, taking over
from Blanche Hurlbutt, who performed secretarial duties
for approximately eight years.

“I particularly want to recog
nize Blanche for her hard work
and dedication over the years,”
Fickbohm said.
“The members of the WQCC
have always worked very well
together,” Miller said. “I look
forward to serving as chair and
coordinating activities as need be.”

Erik Miller

Other WQCC member organizations include the Canada
rago Lake Association, the SUNYOneonta Biological
Field Station, the New York State Department of Environ
mental Conservation, Otsego Land Trust, and others.
Among other things, the groups under the WQCC umbrella
are working to implement the Otsego Lake management
plan, the primary goals of which are to ensure the quality
of drinking water drawn from the lake for both public and
private water supplies and to preserve the lake’s natural
beauty as well as its fishery. The annual Otsego Lake Fes
tival is held under of the aegis of the WQCC in an effort to
engender an appreciation of this county’s water resources
and to educate the public about water quality programs
protecting Otsego County.
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Stop and smell the pine needles!
Since 2001, OCCA has organized nature walks on local trails
producing and, more recently, trails featured in the 2004
schedule includes four trails featured in our Walks and

Saturday, June 21@8am
Basswood Pond State Forest
Tom Salo will lead a bird walk around the trails of Basswood
Pond State Forest in Burlington. Meet at 8 am at the Jacobs Road
parking area. Directions: Jacobs Road intersects County High
way 16 about 3 miles north of State Highway 80. The walk is
jointly sponsored by OCCA and DelawareOtsego Audubon Soci
ety. For more information, contact Tom at 9658232 or tom
salo@localnet.com.
Basswood Pond

Sunday, July 13@8am
Milford State Forest
The Milford State Forest has been carefully managed since enduring a
tornado in May 1998; the result is varied habitat for both flora and
fauna, with scenes of quiet morning beauty. Led by John Davis, hik
ers will meet at 8am sharp at the DEC warehouse on Kelly Corners
Road (about 1/2 mile south of its intersection with State Land Road)
for a walk of 23 hours. Bring binoculars if you have them, and
choose footwear appropriate for tall, possibly wet grass. For further
information, contact John Davis at davi7js4@hughes.net or 5479688.
Hikers enjoy Milford State Park

Thursday, July 17@6pm
Upland Interpretive Center/Goodyear Swamp Sanctuary
A representative from the SUNYOneonta Biological Field Station will lead two relatively short tours of these sites.
Meet at the Upland Interpretive Center. Directions: Follow State Route 80, approximately 7 miles north of Coopers
town. Passing the Thayer Boathouse on the right, visitors will turn in on the left when they see a sign for the Thayer
Farm and then follow signs to Upland Interpretative Center. After a tour of this facility, participants will proceed to the
Goodyear Swamp Sanctuary, located on the grounds of the Glimmerglass Opera. Information at 5478778.

Saturday, August 2@8 or 9am
Bear Swamp
Terry Bliss will lead a walk to Bear Swamp in the Cherry Valley State Forest. Participants wishing to gather for break
fast beforehand should meet at the Country Kitchen in Roseboom on the corner of State Routes 166 and 165. Others
should be at the same location by 9:00 and proceed to the trailhead from there with Terry. Information at 5475414.

Nature walks scheduled on local trails
featured on an earlier county trails map it partnered in
OCCA publication Otsego Walks and Paddles. This year’s
Paddles and three on other area trails.

Saturday, September 13 @9am
Lordsland Preserve
Join OCCA board member, Dick deRosa on a 2 to 3 hour tour of
this 80acre parcel owned and maintained by The Nature Conser
vancy. The preserve's diverse habitats sustain a wide variety of
plant life. Participants should meet at eastside trailhead on Doc
Ahlers Road. DIRECTIONS: From the intersection of State
Hwys 166 and 165 in Roseboom, drive 0.3 miles southeast on
State Hwy. 165. Follow signs to Belvedere Lake. Bear left to Stan
nard Hill Rd. at 0.4 miles and left again on Gage Rd. at 0.7 miles.
To access the east trailhead, continue on Gage Rd. at 2.6 miles and
turn right. Cross the valley and climb the hill. The east trailhead is
on the right at 3.0 miles. For information, call 6075479553.

Pausing at Lordsland Preserve

Sunday, September 21 @2pm
Arnold Lake State Forest
Joe Hart will lead this walk. He is a longtime member of the Adirondack Mountain ClubSusquehanna Chapter, which
maintains the trails in this area. Participants should meet at the Joe Cornell Road parking lot. The walk is about 3.5
miles. DIRECTIONS: From State Hwy. 205, south of Mount Vision, follow County Hwy. 46 northeasterly 3.1 miles to
Joe Cornell Road. From Milford, take County Hwy. 44 to 46 and travel west 4.4 miles. The trailhead parking lot is on
the south side of 46, off Joe Cornell Road. For information, call 6078298358.

Sunday, October 19@1:30pm
The Robert V. Riddell State Park
Park donors Trish and Steve will guide a 4hour walk in this new state
park, this time on the 800acre portion of The Robert V. Riddell State
Park. Participants should meet at the Pine Lake Campus of Hartwick Col
lege. From there, they will carpool to The Robert V. Riddell State Park
and proceed 4.5 miles through the park, to Mud Lake, and back to Pine
Lake parking lot. If time permits, walkers will take a detour to a beautiful
waterfall. Bring sufficient water and a snack. DIRECTIONS: From I88
exit 16 or State Hwy. 7, take County Hwy. 47 east to West Davenport, 2.8
miles. Turn left on Charlotte Creek Road. The entrance to Pine Lake is on
the right, at 1.8 miles. Drive in the main entrance and park on the left,
opposite the Robertson Center. From the traffic signal at Pindars Corners
on State Hwy. 23, turn north on County Hwy. 11 and turn right on Char
lotte Creek Road. Continue 1.8 miles to the Pine Lake Campus and follow
the directions above.
Falls at R.V. Riddell State Park
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OCCA Outreach
Earth Festival held at Milford Central School
The third annual Earth Festival took place on April 11 and 12 at Milford Central
School. The festival included a special session – “Operating in the Green: a Practical
Approach” for schools, businesses, and municipalities. The session focused on practi
cal advice to reduce environmental impacts. Topics ranged from printing technolo
gies, to breweries, to manufacturing design. Another new feature of the festival was a
mobile shredding service to handle large amounts of paper on site for recycling pur
poses.
The Wildlife Learning Company was present with its “Touch Tank” and “Raptors of
Central New York” interactive exhibits. Trash was turned into “treasures” – or a least
art – by participants in the Trendy Trash/EcoArt contest, led by Wendy Reich of
Cherry Valley. Reich, who operates a cottage industry for mosaics, mirrors, tables,
and windows, displayed her own “Capmeleon,” a chameleonlooking creature fash
ioned from beer caps and pop tops nailed to densing board.
“I’m always picking things from the garbage,” Reich said. “I like repurposing materials.”
Environmental organizations exhibiting included OCCA, Adirondack Mountain Club,
DelawareOtsego Audubon Society, Otsego 2000, Otsego Land Trust, Otsego Lake Martha Clarvoe & Wendy Reich with EcoArt
Association, and OneontaSusquehanna Greenway. Businesses present included Cin
namon Roasted Nut Company, Hare and Feather Farm, Mirabito Fuel Group, and
Italian Cookie Home.

Sixth annual garage sale nets nearly $4000 to support OCCA programs
The sixth annual OCCA Amazing Array Garage and Bake
Sale was held April 26 and 27 at the Cooperstown Farm
ers’ Market. This year’s sale matched the last two years in
total intake, approaching the $4,000 mark.
“In a way, this was our most successful sale to date,” said
Teresa Winchester, event organizer and OCCA assistant
director. “In the two prior years, we had been donated
“big ticket” items – a motor boat and an open water canoe
– whose sale boosted profits. This year, we reached the
$4,000 mark by selling items more routinely associated
with garage sales.”
The term “garage sale,” is a little misleading. This OCCA
fundraising event is more of a flea market, with 30 banquet
tables spilling over with wares and filling up the 1,200
squarefoot space of the Farmers’ Market. Furniture and
other large items, such as exercise equipment line the inte
rior walls of the space, which was, in fact, a former auto
repair garage.
According to Winchester, the garage sale could not take
place without a lot of help from volunteers, who assist with
setup and pricing before the sale, “customer service” dur
ing the sale, and breakdown, and “redistribution of wealth”
after the sale.
Winchester thanked in particular Rosemary Patterson and
Sally Goddard who worked several days for five to six
hours at a time setting up and arranging the goods in an

orderly fashion.
“One of the
most
asked
questions
is
what we do
with leftover
items,”
Win
chester said.
T his
year,
Teresa Winchester at toys’ section
OCCA posted
an announcement on both Cooperstown and Oneonta Free
cycle websites after the sale and put an announcement at
no cost in the “Free” section of classified ads in the One
onta Daily Star.
“We didn’t get hoards of people in response, but the ones
who did come took quite a bit, and best of all, they took
many of the heavy things that are difficult for us to trans
port elsewhere,” she said.
Children’s books were taken to Bassett Hospital’s pediatric
ward. Some of the nicer clothes went into OCCA’s ac
count at Silks and Treasures (Clinton Plaza, Oneonta).
Boxes of items were taken to the Susquehanna SPCA Bet
ter Exchange Thrift Store, Salvation Army, and Family
Services (Oneonta). In past years, metal items have been
See Garage Sale on next page

OCCA Outreach
New members can give a shot in the arm to OCCA
By Cate LaBarre
On Saturday, April 26, I volunteered from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Otsego County Conservation Association’s
“Amazing Array Garage and Bake Sale,” held annually at
the Cooperstown Farmers’ Market space, made available
to both the market and OCCA by The Scriven Foundation.
Months ago, I decided to volunteer to enroll new members,
knowing how important grassroots support can be. By 3
p.m., I had signed up 40 new members, an increase in
membership of almost of 10 percent! What I discovered is
that people like to be asked. Folks want to join and find
out what's going on locally as far as environmental protec
tion is concerned. I was a little perplexed that, despite a
quarterly newsletter and consistent coverage in the local
press and on local radio, a number of people had never
even heard of OCCA! From this I concluded that we
members need to help spread the word, refer people to the
OCCA website (www.occainfo.org) and encourage our
friends and acquaintances to become members.

On a couple of occasions I heard
the comment that OCCA is not
doing enough – a common re
frain from those who don't want
to get involved or would rather
take a “wait and see attitude.”
Yet I know their voices have a
Cate LaBarre
place in the greater picture. We
need people who do NOT think we are doing enough to
JOIN and "be the change" for this organization, this
county, and the greater world. I invite other OCCA mem
bers to help me in recruiting new members to share their
skills and ideas with OCCA. The beginning membership
fee is a modest $15.
One enjoyable way to find out about OCCA and all that it
does for the environmental wellbeing of Otsego County is
to attend the OCCA annual dinner, to be held this year on
October 15 at the Otesaga. I hope to see you there!

Give to Receive! Donate to OCCA’s Annual Garage Sale
Largeitem donations to our annual garage sale are a winwin proposition for you and for OCCA! The sale is held annually two
weeks before Mother’s Day. All donations are taxdeductible. If you have a “white elephant” you would like to “release” without
too much fuss and bother on your part, please contact OCCA at 5474488. If the donation is extremely large or unmanageable, we
can post its picture along with pertinent information at the sale. Be thinking ahead, and thanks for thinking of OCCA!

Garage Sale continued from previous page
taken to Otsego Auto Crushers. This year, only one bag of trash or defec
tive, nonrecyclable items wound up at the transfer station.
According to Winchester, the garage and bake sale has become an antici
pated community event.
“People are grateful to have a place to take their unwanted or unused items
and get a taxdeduction to boot. Many others enjoy the bargain basement
prices of the items in our sale,” she said.
“Also, I saw our executive director Erik Miller talking with elected officials
in nearby towns. I’m sure they were discussing landuse and other OCCA
related issues. On Sunday, our volunteer Velma Armstrong had an unex
pected but warm reunion with her son’s high school classmate.”

Erik Miller prices housewares

“Velma is a terrific volunteer. She has such an easy spirit,” Winchester said, adding the Armstrong always sells the pies
she makes for the bake sale to her neighbor before she ever gets them to Cooperstown.
“She just brings the money to the sale,” she said.
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OCCA Outreach & Grants
2008 Otsego Lake Festival provides information opportunities for attendees
The fourth annual Otsego Lake festival offered both entertainment and learn
ing opportunities. Some of the features offered at Lake Front Park on Satur
day, July 12 included:
· Information and exhibits on lake programs organized by OCCA, Otsego Land
Trust,
Otsego 2000, Otsego County Soil & Water Conservation District,
Otsego Lake Association, Watershed Supervisory Committee, and others;
· Otsego Lake water quality tours given by the SUNYOneonta Biological

Field Station;
· Fish printing on tshirts, paper and cloth , facilitated by artist Tracy Helgeson
· Native American wilderness crafts and skills demonstrated by Hawk Circle of

Cherry Valley;
2008 Otsego Lake Festival official poster

· "Art of the Lake" organized by the Cooperstown Art Association.

Lake Challenge continued from page 1
“We owe this unique environmental organization a debt of grati
tude for the work it has done to promote the enjoyment and sus
tainable use of our natural resources through education, advo
cacy, resource management, research management and planning,”
the Hagers stated in a message to the Otsego Lake community.
“In addition to the lake’s benefits to a healthy ecosystem, Otsego
Lake feeds our souls. The presence of this beautiful lake
strengthens our morale, and contributes to our physical and psy
chological health. Its peace and beauty enrich our lives,” the
statement continued.
According to McIntyre, ”The kickoff of the public phase of the
Lake Challenge fund raising campaign was a great success. The
ballroom at the Otsega was filled to capacity. We had the oppor

tunity to thank each of our 73 donors who put us over the top of
our goal of $300,000 before going public. I think people came
away with a sense that much more needs to be done to improve
and protect the water quality of Otsego Lake."
“It was a good kickoff for the lake campaign,” said David
Hutchison, chair of the City of Oneonta’s environmental board.
“OCCA seems to be on top of things in regard to Otsego Lake
management, and this is reassuring.”
“It was an extremely good evening,“ said longtime OCCA
member Michael Kehoe. “It showed both that there is a lot of
concern about the lake and that something is being done.”
The event was made possible through generous support from
Sam Smith’s Boatyard and The Blue Mingo Grill.

Boat continued from page 2
the invasive species inspection program funded by OCCA and
conducted on Otsego Lake. They will also be available at the
annual Otsego and Goodyear lake festivals and the Canadarago
Fish Derby and Boat Parade. Other points of distribution in
clude motels on Otsego Lake, the Cooperstown Chamber of
Commerce kiosk, boat rental operations, and the stateowned
boat launch on Canadarago Lake. OCCA aims to distribute
more than 4,000 of the fliers.
In a letter addressed to OCCA, Susan Shingledecker, BoatU.S.
director of environmental programs, stated, “Your project was
selected from a very competitive field of 70 proposals, all of

which merited serious consideration by the grants committee.”
“The grants we have received so far this year are helping us
make headway in regard to raising public awareness about
aquatic invasive species – how to identify and control them,”
said Erik Miller, OCCA executive director.
In November, OCCA received an aquatic invasive species eradi
cation grant from the New York State Department of Environ
mental Conservation to conduct a threeyear program of manual
eradication of the water chestnut on Goodyear Lake as well as to
provide community education on this invasive species.

CCS continued from page 2
and case statements, set realistic goals, and prepare a de
velopment plan and calendar.

We owe this to the people who look to OCCA for environ
mental leadership and action.”

“Financial stability is a prerequisite for the successful ac
complishment of our mission,” said OCCA Executive Di
rector Erik Miller. “In order to carry out our many pro
jects longterm, we need to ensure our finances longterm.

“In the same way we encourage communities to plan for
the future through sound landuse policies and regulations,
we need to plan for our own future through sound financial
planning,” he said.

Continued Articles
Projects continued from page 5
Overall” award. Oneonta High placed second and Lau
rens Central School (“B” team) came in third. In addi
tion, Cooperstown Central School (“B” team) and Lau
rens Central School (“B” team) tied for the Elizabeth
Stein Memorial Award for soil identification.

include the Otsego County Conservation Association, the
SUNYOneonta Biological Field Station, Cooperstown Wa
tershed Supervisory Committee, Canadarago Lake Improve
ment Association, Otsego Land Trust, Otsego 2000, Cornell
Cooperative Extension, Otsego County Planning Depart
· $500 for Otsego Lake’s nowakezone buoy maintenance ment, and the Village of Cooperstown Water Committee.
fund. The buoys, which were placed on Otsego Lake in The annual Otsego Lake Festival is organized under the
2001, encourage slower speeds for boats, thus reducing umbrella of the WQCC, which is committed to the imple
mentation of the Otsego Lake Management Plan. By orga
shoreline erosion and its resultant sedimentation.
The WQCC, currently chaired by OCCA Executive Director nizing the Otsego Lake Festival, the WQCC hopes to en
Erik Miller, is a coalition of government agencies and pri gender an appreciation of this county’s water resources and
vate organizations working to ensure that Otsego County to educate the public about water quality programs protect
residents enjoy the benefits of clean water. It functions as a ing Otsego County.
subcommittee of the Otsego County Soil and Water Conser
vation District. All municipalities, organizations, or agen
cies with an interest in water quality are encouraged to have
representation on the committee. Member organizations

Information on the festival is available at
www.otsegolakefestival.com. Donations and sponsors are
currently being sought to support the festival through
OCCA, 5474488 or director@occainfo.org.

Philippines from page 4
conservation policy and led small teams of activists to visit Senators Clinton and Schumer and Congressman Arcuri and
their staff on Capitol Hill.
Miller intends to apply insights gained through this experience to sustainability issues in Otsego County.
As part of the program, Miller conducted research and reported to the group via teleconference on a specific environ
mental issues related to the Philippines. In subsequent months, he will be sharing his experience through a variety of
outreach activities, such as discussion with local, state, and federally elected officials, local civic and environmental or
ganizations, and local presses.

Impressions from page 4
and was most often found in populations under 5 years of age. Without hesitation, the facility’s physician identified the
cause of this ailment as environmental, or more directly stated, “pollutionrelated.”
Environmental issues might be better received and better addressed in general if they were recognized as essentially pub
lic health issues. The problems of air and water quality combined with overpopulation I witnessed in the Philippines
were in the extreme. Nevertheless, it behooves us, even here in relatively pristine and underpopulated Otsego County,
to take note of what happens when a society sacrifices its natural resources to uncontrolled greed and/or poor govern
ment, as well of the impacts of overdensely populated “living environments” on land, water, and air.

Find out more! www.occainfo.org
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