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New Lisbon attorney and community activist named
OCCA Conservationist of the Year
OCCA named Ed Lentz as its 2007 Conservationist of the Year for his actions both
local and regional. Since moving to Otsego County in 2003, Lentz has become in
creasingly active in environmental matters. He is most concerned about what he
terms “the twin problems of global warming and peak oil.”
To address his concerns, Lentz, along with others, founded the Environmental
Working Group (EWG), which seeks to raise public awareness about peak oil and
global warming and encourage sustainable lifestyles. EWG also educates govern
ment and local officials about these issues, urging them to take appropriate steps to
promote conservation and improve local infrastructure for the production of food
and basic needs. EWG promotes the acquisition of skills required to live in a man
ner not overly dependent on greenhouse – gas – emitting, non renewable energy
resources. To this end, EWG has held workshops on gardening, root cellaring, and
vehicle conversion to a renewable vegetable oil combustion system.
In 2007, Ed spoke with Congressman Arcuri about his concerns regarding our envi
ronmental future. He also met with Paul Tonko, president and CEO of the New
York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). Similar
discussions are planned with Congresswoman Gillibrand and Senators Clinton and
Edward T. Lentz, Esq.
Schumer. Through EWG, Lentz has been instrumental in persuading the City of
Oneonta to appoint a citizens’ advisory commission to develop recommendations for reducing the city’s carbon footprint
and for moving the community toward sustainability.
Continued on page 2

Dr. David Hutchison receives special recognition from OCCA
Impressed by the many contributions of Dr. David Hutchison, chair of the City of Oneonta’s Environmental Board, the
OCCA board of directors gave special recognition to the retired Hartwick College geology professor at its 2007 annual
dinner and meeting. During his tenure on the Environmental Board, Hutchison has assumed a remarkably proactive
leadership role. This was most evident when Catalyst Renewables – a Texasbased firm – submitted a proposal for a
woodburning incinerator, or biomass facility, within the city limits of Oneonta. Without taking sides, Hutchison did a
great deal to inform both his board and the general public about the issues associated with the proposal – forestry, noise,
emissions, traffic, and applications of the State Environmental Quality Review Act.
As a result of questions raised during the review of the biomass proposal, Hutchison subsequently encouraged the environ
mental board to review the city’s noise ordinance, especially in regard to industrial noise. He has also advocated for a base
line study of Oneonta’s air quality, the only available data on local air quality being collected from Albany or Binghamton.
Besides his involvement with the biomass proposal, Hutchison has shown leadership in numerous other environmental
issues affecting Oneonta, including:
· Advocacy for bicycle and pedestrian amenities;
· Successfully obtaining a DEC grant to plant 180 trees within the city;

Continued on page 2

President’s Message
I want to wish all of our members and supporters the best for 2008. As we transition
from 2007 to 2008, I’d like to acknowledge some noteworthy things about OCCA.
2008 marks the 40th year for OCCA, which means 40 years of improving the envi
ronmental health of Otsego County. In its 40th year, OCCA is going strong. Mem
bership is currently at 360, up by approximately 60 members from last year. Our
fiscal health is good, and we have a full slate of funded programs in the areas of
water quality improvement, land use planning, solid waste management, and sus
tainability. And, to pull it off, OCCA has a dedicated and capable staff and a com
mitted board of directors. 2008 is going to be a great year.

Win McIntyre, President

Conservationist from page 1
Lentz and other members of the EWG have also persuaded Oneonta Mayor John Nader and the city's Environmental
Board to appoint a citizens’ advisory commission to develop recommendations for reducing the city's carbon footprint.
In 2006, OCCA worked closely with Ed and other citizens in the Morris area who were concerned about the develop
ment of a 175unit RV Park on State Highway 51. Ed is careful to point out that the intent of this group was not to block
development but to persuade the developer to introduce environmental mitigation measures, such as visibility barriers,
light deflectors, and water table monitoring, and to prevail upon the Department of Health to require these things. The
developer ultimately withdrew the project when the health department asked for an archeological study to be completed
before moving forward with the project. This experience is a prime example of how citizens can get involved and help
determine the destiny of their municipality as far as land use is concerned.
Ed also assisted the Town of New Lisbon in obtaining a state grant to retain a consultant to help the town develop a
new comprehensive plan and he is now a member of the New Lisbon Comprehensive Plan Committee.

Hutchison from page 1
· Ensuring that access to the city’s green waste disposal site is available to local residents on week ends;
· Keeping the city abreast on water quality testing of creeks in both the City and Town of Oneonta;
· Inviting geology students from the State University at Oneonta, accompanied by state engineers, to

visit the coaltar remediation site in Neawha Park.
Other members of the Oneonta Environmental Board are Carolyn Marks, Tracy Allen, Richard
Denicore, Dale Burrington, Rudy Laguna, and Lucille Wiggin. Denicore and Wiggin attended the
dinner to show their support for Hutchison.
Dr. David Hutchison

OCCA standing on solid financial ground
Financially speaking, OCCA has done quite well this year,
even as it has increased its staff to include an administra
tive assistant. At the close of the third quarter, OCCA was
in the black and we expect to end the year that way, a first
in several years. Our healthy financial situation is due
mostly to the influx of donations to the Lake Challenge
Campaign. (More information on this initiative will be
covered in a special newsletter in the near future.) Further
more, the balance sheet looks solid, with reserves enough
to carry us through lean times, invest in our fundraising
efforts and/or carefully expand programming.

Fiscal year 2008 promises to be even more exciting as the
Lake Challenge expands and our programming picks up
several projects related to water quality across the Upper
Susquehanna Watershed. Preliminary 2008 budget num
bers show rapid growth as we expect to exceed $250,000.
We'll continue to keep you posted on all the things OCCA
is doing to protect our local environment and natural re
sources. Thank you for your generous support!
Bennett Sandler, Treasurer

Sustainability and the solar constraint
Remarks made at the annual dinner and meeting of the Otsego County Conservation Association on October 25, 2007,
Otesaga, Cooperstown, NY, by Dr. Karl Seeley, Assistant Professor of Economics, Hartwick College. The full text is
available on the OCCA website, www.occainfo.org
I’d like to start with a pair of defini
tions of sustainability, an intuitive one
and one that is keyed more to how an
economist thinks.

rate at which we can use them in per
petuity, so there is no rate at which
their use can be “sustainable” under
this definition.

The intuitive one says that an activ
ity is sustainable if you can keep
doing it forever.

Given that, how do you satisfy the
economic definition of sustainability,
when use of fossil fuels now inevita
bly means less in the future?

The economic conception says that some
thing is sustainable if you can do it with There’s actually a rough guide for this,
out compromising the ability of future and oddly enough it’s called the Hartwick
generations to be as welloff as we are.
Rule. (It has nothing do to with the town
of Hartwick or Hartwick College; it’s
The problem with the economic one is named for the economist John Hartwick.)
that it's a lot harder to define due to:
· Imperfect knowledge about the effects Using a nonrenewable resource makes
of our actions on the environment;
you rich. The Hartwick Rule says you
· VERY imperfect knowledge about should take this wealth and use it to cre
future technological developments ate something that will be just as valu
and what they might do to enable able as the nonrenewable resource you
continued wellbeing even in a de depleted. Fossil fuels make us rich, in
pleted environment;
the sense that they give us the ability to
· Imperfect knowledge about what future do more than we could do without
generations will consider important;
them. The Hartwick Rule says we
· Imperfect knowledge about the fu should use some of that wealth to build
ture economic effects of environ up our means of getting along when the
mental depletion.
fossil stuff is gone.
The most prominent example right now
is the issue of global warming, where
there’s a real possibility that continuing
on our current path will quite severely
reduce future generations’ ability to be
as well off as we are.

What would that actually mean?
First, we need to understand what it is
that fossil fuels do for us, in order to
know what we have to replace. Take

So the economic conception is tricky
to apply at best, but it still gives some
useful insights. Think in particular about
fossil fuels.
The intuitive conception suggests that
we can’t use fossil fuels at all. For
ests, fields, and fish stocks have sus
tainable yields, amounts that we can
harvest forever, even if in practice we
often reduce them through overhar
vest. Fossil fuels are inherently non
renewable, exhaustible – there is no

Karl Seeley

an imaginary journey back 200 years,
when coal use is still small and oil and
gas are unknown as fuels. Human so
cieties were subject to the solar con
straint.
Metal implements, from
ploughs to swords, were tremendously
expensive, because it was human and
animal labor that pulled the ore from
the ground and trees that provided the
heat for turning the ore into metal.
Other than metal and stone, the materi
als for industry, such as it was, and day
today life were all derived from
plants, or from animals that ate
plants. So their quantities were limited
by how much solar energy the plants
could capture. Fertility came from
leguminous plants and from animals
that ate plants. Traction power and
much industrial power came from hu
mans and animals, both of which ate
plants. The whole thing was driven by
sunlight that plants captured. Every
where you turn you find the solar con
straint, and the solar constraint is a
hard master.
Then along came coal, followed by oil
and natural gas, and we had energy to
burn, as it were. We left the solar con
straint behind and were able to make
6.5 billion people far more prosperous,
on average, than 1 billion had been
before (though of course we still have
a couple billion in abject pov
erty). Fossil fuels helped us get ores—
and eventually more fossil fuels—
from the ground. They replaced the
animals that had been important in
industry and transport, so the land that
had fed the animals could be used to
feed us or hold our houses and busi
nesses. They provided more nitrogen
than the legumes ever could on their
own, increasing yields on those same
lands that no longer had to provide the
Continued on page 6
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Otsego County Environmental Issues
Zebra mussels: How they got here and what to expect
by Dr. Thomas Horvath
Zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) now call Otsego
County home. These invasive mollusks arrived here in
2002 in Canadarago Lake. They quickly moved down
Oaks Creek and colonized the main stem of the Susque
hanna River. They most certainly were first brought into
Canadarago Lake by recreational boaters. The adult mus
sels have the ability to firmly attach to most any hard sur
face, including aquatic plants. These plants often remain
tangled on boats (propellers, trailers, anchor lines, etc.) and
then the attached mussels are transferred from one lake to
another. My former graduate student, Mike Gray, docu
mented that about 100 boaters were unknowingly trans
porting live adult mussels from nearby Eaton Brook Reser
voir (Madison County) annually. However, once estab
lished in a lake, the mussels will reproduce at a high rate.
Their propagules, called veligers, are microscopic and
planktonic, and will remain in the water column for up to
four weeks. Mike Gray’s work also documented that in
2004 almost one billion veligers were coming through
Oaks Creek every day during the mussels’ peak reproduc
tion time (JuneJuly). Goodyear Lake was next on the list.
This lake was colonized by veligers passively drifting
downstream from Canadarago LakeOaks Creek. Typical
of zebra mussel colonies, the lakes in a watershed serve as
selfsustaining source populations that produce the veligers
to colonize connected downstream water bodies. So now,
Goodyear Lake is producing the veligers responsible for
colonizing the Susquehanna River. Adult mussels have

Dr. Horvath is Director of the Environmental Sciences
Program at SUNY College at Oneonta.

been found as far downstream as Binghamton in 2007.
Otsego Lake was colonized by 2006 at the latest. Adult
mussels were first reported in July 2007. My intensive
sampling of the lake for veligers did not reveal any, but
based on the distribution and size of the mussels found,
they are firmly established and reproducing. I fully expect
that they will be noticeable in 2008 and likely a nuisance
within a very short time afterwards. Contrary to what has
been reported previously, these mussels do have the poten
tial to significantly impact Otsego Lake.
Zebra mussels alter food webs in a number of ways. First,
through their filtering activities they remove a large pro
portion of the suspended algae that forms the base of a
lake’s food web. Thus, energy normally available to
higherup organisms, such as fish, is removed and seques
tered in the benthic zone (lake bottom). Zebra mussels
also foul manmade structures (buoys, boats, piers, etc.).
Their sharp shells also pose recreational hazards. Swim
mers in Canadarago and Goodyear lakes now need to wear
shoes to prevent their feet from getting cut. The reduced
algae in the water column also allows more light to reach
the lake bottom. This results in greater aquatic plant
growth, which alone can change the way a lake functions.
Rivers, too, are impacted if the mussel population is large.
Using the Hudson River as a model, and based on the work
by David Strayer and colleagues at the Institute for Eco
system Studies, zebra mussels have affected nutrient avail
ability, dissolved oxygen, and negatively affected the mi
gration of several fish species.
The zebra mussel is not the only invasive species in Ot
sego Lake. The efforts of OCCA and the communities
surrounding the lake to keep this species out via the boat
inspection program were encouraging. Although they
were not successful in keeping the mussels out, the inspec
tion program is nonetheless an important one. There are
many plant and animal species moving from the Great
Lakes and the Finger Lakes that we do not want to see in
Otsego Lake and its connected waterways. The inspection
program may be effective at keeping other nuisance spe
cies out. And I would encourage OCCA in supporting
more stringent inspections and increasing the program to
all access points. We will see that it would have been
worth the effort and perceived inconveniences to keep ze
bra mussels out.

Otsego County Environmental Issues
OCCA procures grant to remove water chestnuts from Goodyear Lake
explain the threats posed by water chestnuts will be de
signed and distributed to residents around Goodyear Lake,
as well as to other users of the lake. Signage will also be
created and posted in critical locations near the lake.
Other components of the grant include monitoring, which
OCCA will carry out in conjunction with the SUNY
Oneonta Biological Field Station and the formation of a
lake watch group, which will be trained to ensure that any
recurrence of infestation is immediately addressed.

Goodyear Lake Association president Vincent Stayter
pulls water chestnuts from the lake in August 2007.
The Otsego County Conservation Association has received
a $15,600 grant from the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation for a project to organize and
conduct a threeyear program for the eradication of the water
chestnut (Trapa natans) on Goodyear Lake. The program,
which will use manual eradication methods rather than herbi
cides, will begin in April 2008 and end in July 2010.
“We want to get this damaging invasive species eradicated
from Goodyear Lake and we want to avoid the use of toxic
substances to do this. The grant from DEC will make this
possible, so, of course, we’re very pleased about it,” said
Erik Miller, the organization’s executive director.
If water chestnuts remain unchecked, they form dense,
nearly impenetrable mats, threatening ecosystems and
making swimming, fishing, boating, hunting, and outdoor
activities virtually impossible. Also, the plant’s sharply
spined fruit is capable of penetrating shoe leather and can
wash ashore, thus posing an injury hazard.
“Eradicating the water chestnut will restore oxygen levels,
thus improving the ecological conditions of the lake for
wildlife habitat both in and near the water. Improving
these conditions is acquiring more urgency due to the U.S.
EPA’s intention to regulate total maximum daily loads
(TMDLs) in New York State as of 2011 to protect the
Chesapeake Bay,” the application stated.
A threepronged method of education, physical removal,
and community monitoring will be enacted to eliminate the
presence of the plant. Informational material to identify and

Past eradication efforts have been hindered by a shortage
of equipment. The grant will enable purchase of a john
boat and six 17ft. canoes.
“We will now be able to accommodate the many volun
teers who would have helped in the past but had no boat to
use,” Miller said.
According to Timothy Sinnott of the DEC, OCCA’s was the
highest scoring grant application for this grant program.
“This is the kind of project we want to see,” Sinnott said.
Upon the discovery of the water chestnut in Goodyear
Lake in 2006, the Goodyear Lake Association organized
an initial handpulling eradication effort, followed by three
similar efforts in partnership with OCCA.
“For the past three years we’ve tried to tackle the situa
tion,” said Bruce Shultis of the Goodyear Lake Associa
tion. “This grant will certainly help us along and get more
involvement from members of the association and of the
lake area, as well.”

Save the date in 2008!
Earth Festival
(expanded to two days!)
Friday, April 18 & Saturday, April 19
OCCA Amazing Array Garage Sale
Saturday, April 26 & Sunday, April 27
OCCA Annual Dinner & Meeting
October 15, Otesaga Resort Hotel
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Sustainability
Sustainability from page 3
motive power for industry. They al
lowed us to move vast numbers of peo
ple and things over tremendous dis
tances, freeing most of us in the rich
countries from any meaningful de
pendence on our immediate surround
ings. They accustomed us to heat in
winter and cool in summer, all at the
push of a button. This is the industrial
cornucopia that we have come to take
for granted as the normal state of af
fairs. We treat it as the simple playing
out of human progress. We have not
absorbed into our bones how much this
has depended on the geological gift of
fossil fuel which has allowed us to es
cape the solar constraint.
So how do we apply the Hartwick Rule
to this miraculous stuff, fossil fuel?
The Hartwick Rule says we have to use
the wealth it gives us to allow our de
scendants to be as well off as we
are. And given the likely implications of
climate change, we have to start decreas
ing now; it’s not good enough to keep
using the stuff at increasing rates, even if
we are setting everything in place to be
able to function when it’s gone.
In other words, we have to use a dimin
ishing allotment of fossil fuel to do things
now that will help us fit most of the way
back inside the solar constraint soon.
Biofuels have their proponents and
their detractors, but regardless, they’re
a perfect example of having to fit in
side the constraint. Before, we used
sunlight and soil to grow crops for ani
mals so that we could have transporta
tion and traction power. Now we pro
pose to use sunlight and soil to grow
crops and turn them into etha
nol. Since we’re used to driving, that
may well be a worthwhile thing to do,
but we shouldn’t harbor any illusions
about how it’s freeing us from depend
ence on petroleum. Coal and oil freed
us from dependence on the sun. Biofu
els are returning us to that dependence,

and the biggest bottleneck is simply the
quantity of solar energy that plants are
capable of capturing.
Other alternatives are photovoltaics,
hydropower, and wind. They all have
their pluses and minuses, but they are
all directly or indirectly forms of solar
power. The one major source that
isn’t solar is nuclear. While it has its
advocates, there are obviously con
cerns about construction cost, waste
storage, safety, and even the total
quantity of fuel available. Without
trying to settle that debate right now,
I’ll ask you to accept for the sake of
argument that nuclear is not going to
be a practical, largescale, longterm
solution. (If that statement turns out
to be wrong, we can just go ahead and
build lots of reactors. And disregard
everything I’ve been saying.)
So where does that leave us? Our 200
year shopping spree has left us with
some distinct advantages and disadvan
tages when it comes to tucking our
selves back under that solar constraint.
On the plus side, our understanding of
ecology is far more sophisticated and
global than it was then: We understand
a lot more about how the individual
parts of the system work and how those
parts fit together as a whole. Our tech
nological prowess is obviously greater,
from nuclear physics to genetic engi
neering to nanotechnology to materials
science to computational power: we
can do all sorts of things that our ances
tors couldn't even imagine. Politically,
we have more or less functioning de
mocracies in many parts of the world;
call me an optimist, but if a populace
that’s even semiinformed understands
the constraint it’s working under, I have
more faith in them to do something
viable that makes their lives decent
than I do in a benign dictator, and most
dictators and kings are not benign.
We also have three major disadvan
tages I’d like to point out. First, there
are more than six times as many of us

than the last time we had to take the
solar constraint seriously, so we’ll have
to be six times cleverer in our use of the
sun, merely to be as poor as most of the
world was 200 years ago; something
approaching current prosperity requires
us to be a lot more than six times as
clever. Second, our burgeoning popu
lation, throwing its weight around in
the way that fossil fuels allowed, has
done serious damage to ecosystems
around the world, so that the web that
sustains us in the absence of fossil fuels
is more frayed than when there were
only one billion of us. Third, a portion
of the world’s population has gotten
used to material abundance, and an
other portion has learned what that
abundance looks like, so their yearn
ings have concrete shape.
What, then, of the Hartwick Rule? I
don’t see how we provide our descen
dants the same material standard we’ve
become accustomed to in the rich coun
tries. If we use our technology and our
democracy wisely, the solar budget can
probably support a life that would have
looked wonderfully rich to a French
peasant groaning under the Bourbon
monarchy or a yeoman farmer fighting
in the American War of Independ
ence. But humans are creatures of habit,
and what would have looked luxurious
to our ancestors looks cramped and im
poverished to us.
Still, we must
try. The work Ed Lentz is doing on en
ergy conservation and local food is a
step in exactly the right direction.
The Hartwick Rule also poses an in
ner challenge, another tool for meet
ing its requirements that complements
the outer, technological challenges. It
asks us to help our descendants be as
well off as we are. But what is well
being? Beyond basic material needs,
wellbeing is largely a psychological
condition. If we can learn to get more
of our satisfactions from our dealing
with others, that is something we can
pass on to our children that doesn’t
depend on fossil fuel.

Public Education and Outreach
OCCA Throughout the County
Municipal Planning Initiatives
Otsego County
∙ Provide land use training workshops to municipal boards
∙ Participation in sustainability/alternative energy planning
meetings

City of Oneonta
∙ Input on comprehensive plan
∙ Input on review of Catalyst Renewables Biomass proposal
∙ Leading advocate in making biodiesel fuel available in Ot
sego County; City will now use for all nonwarranty vehicles

Town of Oneonta
Town and Village of Cherry Valley
∙ Assistance with comprehensive plan
∙ Assistance to village regarding grants for trees
∙ Erik Miller, OCCA Executive Director, appointed as ad
visor to planning board
∙ Assistance with model legislation for wind turbine siting

Village of Cooperstown
∙ $30,000 to implement the Septic System Management Plan
∙ $10,000 for invasive species management program
∙ Management of the Main Street Recycling Program
∙ Coordination of Village Library Book Recycling

Town of Hartwick
Partnering with Town to perform a hydrology study of
Susquehanna River within town limits

Town and Village of Milford
∙ Assistance in eradication of water chestnuts on Goodyear Lake
∙ Assistance to village regarding grants for trees and pedes
trian – friendly street design
∙ Assistance in identifying improvements to Susquehanna
River connections

Volunteers recruited by OCCA help with the latex
paint recycling effort at Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Day, held in September at the DOT facility
on State Route 7 in Oneonta.

∙ Assistance in eradication of water chestnuts on private
land in western Oneonta
∙ Advocate for bicycle/pedestrian amenities on Southside Drive
∙ Review of a proposed mining operation on State Route 205

In 2007 , OCCA has been represented at ...
Regularly scheduled meetings of the...
∙ Otsego County Water Quality Coordinating Committee
∙ Environmental Educators Network of Otsego County
∙ Environmental Working Group
∙ Sustainable Otsego
∙ Otsego County Board of Representatives
∙ Burn Barrel Education Committee
∙ Otsego Lake Festival Committee
∙ Earth Festival Committee
∙ Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership

Or any one of the following specific events…
∙ Town of Hartwick Hydrology Study, Regional DEC office
State Forests and Invasive Species meeting in January;
∙ Sarah James Sustainability talk held in Cooperstown, the
Cherry Valley Planning Board Public Hearings on Wind
Turbines, Edmeston ZBA trainings in February;
∙ Cooperstown Rotary presentation on OCCA and Otsego
Lake, transportation planning with NYSDOT and the Milford
Village, Preserving Rural Character Workshop in March;
∙ Step it Up Oneonta Sustainability Event in April;
∙ Earth Festival at Milford, Town of Otsego Public Hear
ings on lakeside shared septic systems in May;
∙ Lake Friendly Planting Workshop held in Middlefield,
Municipal Board Trainings held at the County Office
Complex in June;
∙ Otsego Lake Festival, Otsego County Health Department
Inservice in July;
∙ Goodyear Lake Festival in August;
∙ Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, Coopers
town Planning Charrette in September;
∙ Sustainability Day at SUNY Oneonta, Environmental
Transportation Choices at Hartwick College in October.
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OCCA Around Otsego County
OCCA spearheads treeplanting in Cherry Valley
Residents of the Village of Cherry Valley have something to look forward to
come spring. During the first week of November, thanks to the efforts of Let It
Grow proprietor Richard Patalona, Cherry Valley Village Trustee Louis Guido,
and Otsego County Conservation Association executive director Erik Miller, a
dozen flowering trees – Kentucky coffee trees and two varieties of lilacs – will
grace the streetscape of the village in a few short months.
The trees were donated to the village by Richard Patalona, who has operated a
greenhouse on Route 33 in Cherry Valley since 1992. Patalona also donated two
blue beech and two nine bark shrubs to the Village of Milford.
“It’s going to look great!” said Guido. “There will be a lot of flowers show
ing.” All trees planted will be visible from the street, he said.
Guido got the trees planted by contacting local residents in his email address book.
“I got an overwhelming response,” he said. “If there had been more trees, we
could have planted more.”
This may be possible in the future.
“I’d have no problem if this were to become an every year thing,” said Patalona,
who came to the area from Long Island 30 years ago after visiting friends who
were caretaking Alec Ginsberg’s property. “I give Erik (Miller) most of the
credit. He suggested it would be a nice thing to do. I would never have thought
about it myself.”

Cherry Valley Village Trustee
Louis Guido finishes planting
one of the trees donated to the
village by Richard Patalona of
Let it Grow Gardens.

“It just seemed like a natural fit,” said Miller, who delivered the trees to the village. “As a planner, I believe in thinking
ahead. Throughout this county, in all of our bucolic villages, there are 100yearold maples whose life span is drawing
to a close, and there are generally no plans of any kind to replace them. The Cherry Valley project is a start.”

Record number attend OCCA annual dinner, meeting
OCCA members and friends turned out in the highest number ever for the
2007 annual dinner and meeting. Eightythree people showed up on Oct. 25
at the Otesaga Ballroom to hear speakers, congratulate environmental lead
ers, elect a slate of board directors, hear about OCCA’s programs and accom
plishments during 2007, and, of course, enjoy a meal with likeminded peo
ple. Elected to the OCCA board for a threeyear term were Martha Clarvoe,
Bennett Sandler, Richard deRosa, and Win McIntyre. OCCA president Win
McIntyre informed those present about ongoing fundraising activities, in
creased involvement in fundraising by the board of directors, and expressed
the intention to broaden OCCA’s base of support. In particular, he would
like to increase individual support from 40 percent to 75 percent. OCCA
(LR): Win McIntyre, OCCA Presi executive director Erik Miller reviewed programs carried out in regard to
dent; Dave Hutchison, Oneonta Envi water quality, landuse planning, and solid waste management/recycling.
ronmental Board; Edward Lentz, Con Other features of the evening are covered throughout this newsletter.
servationist of the Year; Erik Miller,
OCCA Executive Director.

OCCA Around Otsego County
OCCA Executive Director successful in election bid
On January 1, 2008, OCCA executive director Erik Miller was sworn in as City of
Oneonta Common Council member, representing the municipality’s third ward.
Although OCCA presents Miller with challenges sufficient to constitute more than a
fulltime job, Miller chose to run so that he could apply his expertise in municipal
and regional planning to the legislative process.
Miller brought a solid track record of community involvement to the political race.
Well before election year, he regularly attended meetings of the Common Council,
Planning Commission, and Environmental Commission. He also participated in the
review of the city’s comprehensive plan. When Catalyst Renewables proposed a
biomass plant within city limits, Miller attended the many public meetings held in
regard to this project. He helped craft a letter to the city Planning Commission ask
ing probing questions regarding the firm’s application, especially in relation to the
requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act. Before answering OCCA Executive Director Erik Miller
these questions, Catalyst Renewables withdrew its application.
Miller also spoke out publicly about the city’s transient housing/baseball rental regulation reviews. He has served as a
member of the Oneonta Susquehanna Greenway Committee, volunteering for many trail maintenance projects. He also
volunteered for a treeplanting effort organized by the city’s Environmental Commission.
In October 2007, with fourth ward alderman candidate Michael Lynch, Miller organized a neighborhood cleanup with
city residents and college students.
“I want to be able to advance advocacy into policy and action. I felt my neighborhood needed someone who would
speak out and stand up for our vision of the city,” Miller said.

OCCA volunteers decorate tree for holiday event
One of the many entries in the seventh annual Susquehanna SPCA Festival of
Trees fundraiser was a tree decorated by Leigh Connor and Pam Hascup for the
Otsego County Conservation Association. The festival was held Dec. 7 – 8 at
the Louis Jones Center at The Farmers' Museum in Cooperstown. Connor made
over 40 ornaments out of clay discarded from a Smithy — Pioneer Gallery pot
tery class, for which she works as an assistant. She received help from Hascup
in painting and glazing the ornaments for firing.
“Our tree was whimsical, and it was fun to do,” Connor said after the event.
“The tree was quite precious. The ceramic decorations looked like Christmas
cookies, and the ornaments could also be strung through a ribbon and placed on
presents as part of the gift,” said OCCA special projects manager Martha Clarvoe,
who enlisted the services of Connor and Hascup for the project.
“This is the first time OCCA has entered a tree in the festival. We would not have
been able to participate without the efforts of Pam and Leigh,” Clarvoe also said.
(LR) Leigh Connor and Pam Has
cup stand beside the Christmas tree
they decorated for OCCA’s entry
into the Susquehanna SPCA’s Fes
tival of Trees, held Dec. 7 – 8.

Individuals, businesses and organizations decorated trees, available in tabletop
or 6foot sizes, the day before the event. Festival goers purchased tickets to
attend a Dec. 7 cocktail party, where they were also able to purchase raffle tick
ets and place them in bags beside the trees of their choice. According to Jane
Duel, event organizer with Rich McCaffery, all trees were successfully raffled.
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OCCA Volunteers & Membership Contributions
Volunteers make OCCA tick!
OCCA is involved in many programs throughout Otsego County – Household Hazardous Collection Waste Day, trail stewardship, envi‐
ronmental education and events, our annual garage sale, and others. Without generous support from volunteers who give willingly of
their valuable time, we simply could not accomplish our mission. To all of them, we can only say, “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!”

OCCA Amazing Array Garage Sale and Fundraiser
Cooperstown Farmers’ Market, April 21‐22
Andrée Conklin, Martha Clarvoe, Erik Miller, Dotty Hudson, Caro‐
lyn Clarvoe, Nancy Herman, Sandy deRosa, Bill Ralston, Rich
McCaffery, Emily Phillips, Nancy Iversen, Dick deRosa, Teresa Win‐
chester, Giles Russell, Eva Davie, Maureen Murray, Mary Howes,
Velma Armstrong, Win McIntyre, Linda VanSlyke, Valerie Haynes,
Rosemary Patterson, Donna Vogler
Thanks also to Otsego County Office of Corrections for helping set up

Earth Festival
Milford Central School, May
Martha Clarvoe, Erik Miller, Donna Vogler, Sally Goddard, Rich McCaffery

Cooperstown Main Street Recycling Program

Drop‐off Sites for OCCA Silks & Treasures Account
Emily Phillips, Carol Malz

Water Chestnut Eradication
Goodyear Lake and Oneonta wetland, July – September 2007
Sally Barlow, Biological Field Station, Dave Bishop, Charlie Bueche,
Owen Coyle, Lori Crane, OCCA, John & Susan Ford, Oksana
Golovina, Joseph Gyden, Sharon Hart, Lori Hollenbeck, Lauren
McNally, Janice Norton, Sophi Ottley, Dave Riva, George & Joan
Schaefer, Al Shaver, Caitlin Snyder, Goodyear Lake Association, Dan
Stich, Cory Telarico, George Yager, Hope Yager,
Jerry’s Bait & Tackle

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day

September 8, 2007 Oneonta DOT Facility
Win McIntyre, Quinn Bernegger, Martha Clarvoe, Dick Kelly, Bandana
Paudel, Jim Bernegger, Teresa Winchester, Bijaya Shrestha, Andrée
Conklin, Tom Gergel, Joy Kimberly, Bill Ralston, Pauline Gergel,
Carola Garcia, Sue LaBudde, Rob Whitney, Paul Mendelsohn, Joy Bai‐
Nature Walk Leaders
ley, Fred Kerr, Terry Bliss, Deb Dalton, Officer Dale Eager & Correc‐
May – October 2007
tions Department Trustees, Karen Sullivan, Carol Malz, Psalm Wy‐
John Davis, Trish Riddell Kent, Steve Kent, Andy Mason, Tom Salo,
ckoff, Jane O’Bryan, Laura O’Shea, Rod Carter, Phil Durkin, Dotty Hud‐
Joe Hart, Dick deRosa
son, Ron Feldstein, Robert Taylor, Marty Stayton, Liz Shannon,
Rudy Laguna, Scott Fickbohm
Basswood Pond State Forest Trail Maintenance
Jerry Townsend and Outward Bound, Erik Miller, Lou Hager III, Bill Ralston
OCCA Tree at SPCA Festival of Trees
May – October 2007
Martha Clarvoe, Dick deRosa, Sandy deRosa, Sue LaBudde, Fred Kerr,
Stacey Michael, Leigh Connor, Pam Hascup

Leigh Connor and Pam Hascup

Book Recycling for Cooperstown Library

July, 2007
And many, many thanks to OCCA volunteer extraordinaire Mar
Dotty Hudson, Carolyn Clarvoe, Leigh Connor, Dick Kelly, Deb Dalton tha Clarvoe for overseeing the Main Street Recycling Program,
Cooperstown Central School Recycling Program, advocacy in
Otsego Lake Festival
burn barrel education, light pollution education, administrative
July 14, 2007
assistance, volunteer recruitment, Earth Festival coordination,
Giles Russell, Quinn Bernegger, Jim Bernegger, Erik Miller, Patricia Mason and many other helpful efforts. And did we mention her good
cheer? Please make a special effort to say “THANK YOU!” to
Legal Services
Martha when you see her.
Carol Malz, Esq.

2007 OCCA Membership Contributions
Benefactor ($5,000+)

Doris Vanderlipp

Anonymous
Edward & Vicky Lentz

Robert Brzozowski
Henry S. F. Cooper, Jr.
Edward F. Danielski, Jr.
Carl & Pamela Good
Patron ($1,000$4,999) Wanda Jagocki
Michael & Linda Kehoe
Dale E. Burrington
Alan J. Kozak
George & Sigrid Snell
Anonymous
Robert F. & Marilyn O'Neill
Steward ($500$999)
Peter Jederlinic & Jessica Rockwell Bennett Sandler & Monica Brane
Margaret A. Seaver
Michael Zuckerman
H. William & Patricia Smith, Jr.
Leonard Sohacki
Sponsor ($150$499)
Edward & Christina Stack
James Bernegger

Contributor ($75$149)
Walter & Shirley Adams
Kathryn C. Allen
H. Raymond Armitage
Robert & Betty Jo Bassett
Daniel R. & Colleen Blacklock
Robert C. & Joan Butler
Charles & Patricia Carrier
Rodman D. & Imogene Carter
William L. & Katherine Cary
Raphaela M. Consigli
James & Deborah Dalton

John & Jeanne Dewey
Anthony & Lucille Esposito
Douglas S. Fielder
William R. & Janet Gibson
Sally Ann Goddard
Harvey & Helen Gurian
Lewis R.M. & Gemma Hall
Doug & Ginny Hastings
Emery C. & Nancy F. Herman
George Hovis & Kimberly
Jastremski
Charles Hudson
Richmond & Jeanne Hulse
Marion Karl

OCCA Membership Contributions
Suzanne Kingsley
Mary Kuhn
Jack & Susan LaBudde
Robert Lee
Harry & Ellen Levine
William & Karen Lewis
Katharine W. Lloyd
Hugh & Eleanore MacDougall
Carol Malz, Esq,
Michael & Carol Manno
Erik & Kelly Miller
Charles & Melissa Nicosia
John E. & Rita Olson
Theodore Peters, Jr.
Earle N. Peterson
Phoenix Restorations
Anne Reynolds
John & Anne Reynolds
Giles E. Russell
William & GeorgeAnn Ryland
Victor Salvatore, Jr. & Martha
McGowan
Oreon Sandler
Timothy Siegel & Maureen
Micek Siegel
Arthur & Susan Smith
Edward B. Snyder
David & Karin Svahn
Paul & Connie Tedesco
The MB Group
Sadashiva Tirtha
Stephen VanWoert
Susan F.C Weil
Louise Weisser
Edward Wesnofske

Supporter ($30$74)
Bruce & Diane Aaronson
Shari Adams
Daniel & Constance Allen
James & Sandra Austin
Joseph & Ann Barone
Michael A. Bauer
Ron & Angela D. Bellavia
Mary Bergen
George & Regina Betts
Harvey & Hene Brody
Clifford & Patricia Brunner
Campbell Court Elementary
School
Gerianne Carillo
Devin Castendyk
Helen Chetner
Arthur R. Clarke
Carolyn Clarvoe
Paul & Martha Clarvoe
Carol Collier
Andrée Conklin
Louise Corsover
Georgia Couden
David G. Cox

Frederick Cunningham, Jr.
Mark Davies & Diana Portalatin
John S. Davis
Suzanne S. Dean
David & Vittoria Demarest
Vittoria Demarest
Paul M. Deringer
Leonard Difranza & Stacey
Michael
Paul & Patricia Donnelly
Teresa Drerup
Lyn Edinger & Corinne Plummer
Stephen Elliott
William & Vi Elsey
Brian Fawcett
John & Gail Freehafer
Frederic Freilicher
Jayne Frye
Douglas Geertgens
Louis Gilson
Phil & Sue Goettel
Mercedes Gotwald
Margo Graham
Valerie Lockwood Haynes
Philip Heavner & Marielle
Ainsworth
Lawrence & Joyce Hickling
Ken Higgins & Patricia Weyland
Joseph Homburger
Paula Howe
Mary Howes
Susan Hughson
William G. Isaac
Nancy A. Iversen
Hollie Jaffe, Esq.
Rick & Kathy Jagels
Betsy Jay
Carlena K. Johnson
Thomas & Beth Kane
Garland & Maryanne Kehoe, Jr.
Henry S. Kernan
Fred C. Kerr
Patricia Knapp
Raymond Krone
Paul & Mary Kuhn
Albert C. & Grace R. Kull
Adrian Kuzminski
Marjorie Landers
Douglas & Clara Layman
Larry & Carole Leahy
Mary Leary
Lisa Lippitt
Roger & Carla MacMillan
Herbert John Marx
John & Marilyn McGlynn
William Meyerhoff
Bruce & Deborah Miller
Barbara I. Mook
C. Frederick & Nancy Mueller
Dennis & Maureen Murray
Elizabeth Nelson

Helen E. New
Francis J. Nolan
Charles O'Bryan & Laura O'Shea
Kurt Ofer & Teresa Drerup
William Oliver & Michael Willis
James & Stephanie Patrick
Jesse Phillips
In memory of Joseph Phillips
Diana Pollock
Roberto Romano & Ingrid
Guiter
Daniel Rosen
Warren & Jane Ryther III
Matthew & Maureen Schuermann
Karl & Katherine Seeley
Lizabeth A. Shannon
Alice Siegfried
Dorothea Smith
Jack & Gayle Smith
Lori Solensten
Paul Solomon
Ellen Spencer
Milo Stewart
Joseph Stocker
William & Karen Streck
Katherine Stuligross
Elizabeth Susman
Bruno & Vera Talevi
Robert & Claire Taylor
Andrew & Lois Timmerman
Linda Van Slyke
Walter Vom Saal & Suzanne Miller
Julius & Anne Thomson Waller
Sydney Waller
Marshall Webster
Ellen Weir
Leon & Lucille Wiggin
Bernice Winchester
Teresa J. Winchester
WM. J. Rigby Company
Fred & Jean Wycoff
Fred & Katrina Zalatan
George & Helen Zimmerman

Beginning Membership
($15$29)
Shirley Adams
Jason Antrosio & Sallie Han
Velma F. Armstrong
Merilee Bartlett
Roy K. Bartoo
Alex Bauer
William S. & Arleen Benedict
Joseph & Lucy P. Bernier
Leslie Boyle
Pamela M. Brown
Brian & Elizabeth Burns
Elizabeth Callahan
Faith Y. Carmichael
Bonnie Cooper

Victoria Deming
Arthur Dietrich
Frederick Doolittle & Virginia
Stone
Karen Dunlap
Gregory French
Tier French
Helen Fuschetto
Deborah Geurtze
Hany & Jhilmil Ghaleb
Barbara Gibbons
Robert Graham
Barbara Hall
Jacqueline Hamblin
Willard Harman
Thomas E. Hickey
Alan & Lucy Holcombe
David M. Hutchison
Mike Jastremski
Kristin Karacek
Paul Lord
Scot Lueck & Anita Wheeler
Rena Mae Lull
Malcolm & Story Marcoulides
Andrew & Melissa Marietta
John & Mary Ann Mazarak
Richard M. McCaffery
John & Barbara Meeks, Jr.
Paul Mendelsohn
Carol Mitteager
Elizabeth Nields
Jeffrey O'Handley
Otsego Lake Association
Daniel Patsos
Andrew Peterson
Mary Peterson
Emily Phillips
R. Bruce Phillips
William & Rose Anne Pirone
Elizabeth Quest
Edythe Anne Quinn, Ph.D.
Donald A. & Cathy Raddatz
Stephen Reich
George Richards
Patrick & Ruby Rogan
Paul E. Scheele
John Scofield
Brigham & Louise Seaver
Bruce Shultis
Katie Sullivan
Sarah Sumner
Ronald & Janis Tiderencel
Wendell & Maria Tripp
Richard Vittich
Melissa Volpi
Richard & Zibby Walker
Suzanne J. Ward
Wildlife Learning Company Inc.
Timothy S. Williammee
Raymond & Lenora Woodbeck
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Our Environment…Our Home

2007 Year in Review
OCCA Board
of Directors
Win McIntyre, President
Willard Harman, VicePresident
Martha Clarvoe, Secretary
Bennett Sandler, Treasurer
Jim Bernegger
Andree Conklin
Dick deRosa
John May
William Ralston
Donna Vogler
Victoria Lentz
Erik Miller, Executive Director
Teresa Winchester, Assistant Director
Danielle Jump, Administrative Assistant
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