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Register now for picnic lunch at
Lake Appreciation Day, July 11
The Otsego County Conservation
Association, Friends of Glimmerglass State Park
and the Otsego Lake Association will host a
Lake Appreciation Day on Saturday, July 11
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Glimmerglass State
Park. This event is intended to bring members of
area environmental groups and lake organizations, lake residents, families, and friends
together for a day of fellowship and recreation
on the shores of Otsego Lake. A free picnic
lunch, swimming, and kids’ activities will be
among the highlights, and lake-focused groups
are welcome to exhibit in the enclosed pavilion.
“The focus of Lake Appreciation Day this
year is prevention of the spread of aquatic invasive species,” said OCCA Executive Director
Darla M. Youngs.“The timing is perfect, as New
York State celebrates its Second Annual Invasive
Species Awareness Week July 12-18.”
Lake Appreciation Day also coincides with
the kickoff of OCCA’s “Clean, Drain and Dry or
Kiss the Fish Goodbye!” education campaign
(see page 5 to learn more).
The Lake Appreciation Day schedule at press
time includes:
• 8 a.m. bird walk led by Delaware-Otsego
Audubon Society members Becky Gretton and
Eleanor Moriarty (meet at the Beaver Pond
Trail)
• Glimmerglass Marketplace featuring vendors selling produce, prepared foods and crafts
“Made in New York”
• OCCA EcoTeam program and other children’s activities
• Aquatic tank displays by the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation
• Fly-tying demonstrations and lessons by
members of the Dave Brandt Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
• Educational exhibits by lake-focused organizations in the Lake View enclosed pavilion
• Tastings by Brewery Ommegang
• Exhibits and/or programs by the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation and the SUNY Oneonta Biological
Field Station
Lunch will be provided at no charge from
12:30-2 p.m. (pre-registration required; includes
choice of hamburger, hot dog or veggie burger,
plus salads, watermelon, cookies, and assorted
beverages).
Continued on Page 10

Photo provided

Photo by Paul Donnelly

David Plummer, a member of the Dave Brandt
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, demonstrates fly-tying
techniques at the inaugural Lake Appreciation Day
event, held in 2009 (top). Swimming, a free picnic
lunch and kids’ activities will be among the highlights of Lake Appreciation Day 2015 at
Glimmerglass State Park (above).
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OCCA files official comments on Edic
to Fraser transmission line proposal
The Otsego County Conservation
Association’s review of North America
Transmission’s proposed Edic to Fraser transmission line culminated on April 22 with a
157-page comment report
(http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/
ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId={26FA962F-4EF24086-AC09-2C11A59ABB25}) submitted to
the New York State Public Service
Commission. If built, Edic to Fraser would
parallel the existing Marcy South corridor for
nearly its entire length here in Otsego County.
In its cover letter to the PSC, OCCA
writes: “In our opinion, based on the information in NAT’s Part A filings, the potential
adverse environmental and socioeconomic
impacts associated with the proposed Edic to
Fraser project outweigh the project’s reported
benefits.”
The Edic to Fraser proposal is one of a
number of plans being considered by the PSC
as it seeks to address reported ongoing electric transmission congestion problems by
delivering an additional 1,000 MW of electricity from upstate power sources to downstate consumers. If selected, Edic to Fraser
would traverse four counties and 16 municipalities and would travel approximately 40
miles through Otsego County parallel to the
existing Marcy South power line right of
way. This proposed route includes parts of
the towns of Richfield, Exeter, Burlington,
New Lisbon, Laurens, Otego and Oneonta.
Proposals from four different developers
were submitted to the PSC independently in
September of 2014, each of which reflected a
possible solution to congestion problems and
a method to deliver the desired 1,000 MW of
electricity downstate. At the request of the
state, these companies were then given an
opportunity to present new or modified proposals that would make greater use of existing transmission corridors and rights of way.
The PSC will choose from these alternatives, and can decide to use parts of different
proposals provided that together they will
move the required 1,000 MW of additional
electricity. Among the selection criteria to be
weighed by the PSC in its review of the alternating current (AC) transmission upgrade
proposals are: 1) impact on environment and
community; 2) cost to rate payers; and, 3)
potential for implementation without excessive delay.
Funded in part by a $65,000 award from
the PSC, OCCA contracted with C&S
Companies and Springfield attorney Douglas
H. Zamelis to conduct an environmental
review of NAT’s Edic to Fraser power line
proposal. OCCA worked with partner organi-

zations, municipal and county officials,
affected landowners, and the public to develop additional data and information pertaining
to local environmental, agricultural, historic,
and other resources in order to determine any
potential impacts and effects this project may
have.
“NAT’s Part A filings represent a complete
lack of understanding as to how this project
would impact the community character of the
affected towns,” said OCCA President Vicky
M. Lentz.
OCCA Executive Director Darla M.
Youngs added that Edic to Fraser would have
significant adverse impacts on Otsego
County’s agricultural, scenic and historic
landscapes.
The siting, construction, and operation of
high-voltage electric power transmission
lines and associated facilities such as substations and converter stations present the
potential for numerous adverse environmental impacts – land-use changes; forest
impacts; wetland and riparian impacts;
hydrologic changes; soil erosion; impacts to
biodiversity, wildlife, and avian populations;
land, water and air pollution; changes in electromagnetic fields; increased noise; and
more. If the Edic to Fraser project is selected
by the PSC, NAT would then have to acquire
the necessary right of way whether by voluntary agreement or eminent domain.
The PSC is expected to make an initial
recommendation on the Edic to Fraser project
in mid-July with a final ruling on the project
taking place this coming fall. OCCA’s cover
letter, comment report, and associated figures
and appendices can be accessed via
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/MatterMa
nagement/CaseMaster.aspx?MatterCaseNo=1
3-t-0454
Report cover letter to PSC: http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.a
spx?DocRefId={C234336D-0B17-4BF6BE1D-BB3A7FE0CFBE}
Comment report:
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/
ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId={26FA962F-4EF24086-AC09-2C11A59ABB25}
Figures: http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId={364
BE74B-77BA-45A8-8886-5A832776BA27}
Appendices A-H:
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/
ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId={CBEB94680984-4AF1-B671-AC7DF702B76C}
Appendices I-J:
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/
ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId={771B14D7F7CD-4B77-9AA0-65BA282AAB4F}

OCCA in the news
Visit www.occainfo.org to catch up on or
revisit announcements, news items and
reference materials from OCCA.

Agricultural Plastics
Farm Plastic Starting To Get Recycled:
OCCA Program Director Jeff O’Handley
provides an update on Otsego County’s
Recycling Agricultural Plastics Project participation and growing opportunities for
the recycling of agricultural plastics
including bale wrap, bunker silo cover
and silage bags. Visit the “Cooperstown
Crier” website for more information at:
http://www.coopercrier.com/opinion/oc
ca-notes-farm-plastic-starting-to-getrecycled/article_f973f0a3-4053-5e2dbcb1-725bef0e36b1.html.

Aquatic Invasive Species
Boaters Should Help Fight Invasives: In
this recent “Cooperstown Crier” column,
OCCA Program Director Jeff O’Handley
discusses new statewide regulations
requiring boaters to inspect and remove
any visible plant or animal material from
their watercraft, including canoes, kayaks
and jet skis, before launch as well as
before leaving the site at the end of the
day. To learn more, see:
http://www.coopercrier.com/opinion/oc
ca-notes-boaters-should-help-fight-invasives/article_cf95106c-87e9-50e3-ace9d42f865417ba.html.

Earth Festival 2015
Milford Earth Festival To Mark 10th
Year: As Earth Festival celebrated its
tenth anniversary, highlights included the
new 411 Information Station, more than
40 exhibitors and vendors, recycling collections, and prize giveaways. Earth
Festival 2015 was sponsored by OCCA,
Central NY Mobile Marketing and the
Otsego County Chamber of Commerce,
with support from Five Star Subaru. For
before and after coverage, see:
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/local
_news/milford-earth-festival-to-mark-thyear/article_41566797-ee70-57ca-b6838d955fca1f20.html and
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/local
_news/on-the-bright-side-varietyabounds-at-th-annualearth/article_bd611371-4392-58dbab5d-a8419c24a8e5.html.

Nature Walks
OCCA Releases 2015 Outdoor Program
Schedule: OCCA continues its nature
walk series countywide this year:
http://www.wktv.com/news/local/OCCA
_releases_2015_outdoor_program_sched
ule_.html.
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EcoArt/Trendy Trash Contest winners announced
The top vote getter in this year’s
EcoArt/Trendy Trash Contest held at Earth
Festival 2015 was Rita Ferrugiari of
Schenevus for her sculpture, “Fountain of
Blood.” Created from discarded shell casings
and mixed media, Ferrugiari’s work earned
Best In Show honors (best overall, both technically and artistically) in the adult category.
The nod for Best in Show in the student category went to Tyler Velasco’s “Soda
Bombers,” airplanes made out of soda cans.
Rounding out the awards were: People’s
Choice (appeals most on a personal level,
because of its beauty, humor, cleverness,
quirkiness, etc.) student – Abby Ford, “Soda
Can Robot”; People’s Choice adult – Dotty
Hudson, “Spring Foolish Folly”; Judges’
Choice (best represents the trash-to-treasure
challenge) student – Mayrene Truax, “CD
Etching”; and Judges’ Choice adult – Amy
Parr, “Pinned Forever.”
“The overall quality of the entries was just
amazing this year,” said Otsego County
Conservation Association Executive Director
Darla M. Youngs. “The level of creativity was
impressive, running the gamut from whimsical to
utilitarian.”
The EcoArt/Trendy Trash Contest – a trash-totreasure challenge to create something practical or
artistic from items that have outlived their original
purpose – is held annually in conjunction with Earth
Festival and is open to both students and adults.
Earth Festival is an environmentally-focused,
interactive event featuring exhibits, activities, vendors and entertainment, all with a fun, earth-friendly twist.

Photos by Christine Whalen

Clockwise from top left, Tyler Velasco’s “Soda Bombers” and
“Fountain of Blood” by Rita Ferrugiari took top honors in this year’s
EcoArt/Trendy Trash Contest at Earth Festival. Other award-winning
creations were “Pinned Forever,” “CD Etching,” “Soda Can Robot”
and “Spring Foolish Folly.” Earth Festival was sponsored in 2015 by
Otsego County Conservation Association, the Otsego County
Chamber of Commerce and Central NY Mobile Marketing, with support from Five Star Subaru.

OCCA vols complete tape deconstruction project
By Marty Van Lenten Becker
Martha Clarvoe, special projects manager for Otsego County
Conservation Association, set up a deconstruction site in her
Town of Hartwick barn for the VCR and audio tapes collected
by OCCA at April’s Earth Festival. Clarvoe, along with fellow volunteers Sue Labudde, Christina LaBarre, and Marty Van Lenten
Becker, spent a combined total of 20 hours unscrewing, popping, pounding, banging, and otherwise coaxing many of
Otsego County’s once-favorite movies, yoga/exercise instructions, music, and books-on-tape into their individual parts. The
160 pounds of waste – chromium dioxide-coated tape bound
to plastic spools and hundreds of small plastic casing pieces
that would jam the recycling machines – was far surpassed by
the reclaimed recyclable materials. Paper inserts and box-like
covers for the tapes filled three 30-gallon trash bags. Fourteen
pounds of exterior screws, interior springs and other metal
pieces will be brought to Otsego Auto Crushers. And a total of
258.5 pounds of hard and soft plastic materials were kept out
of the landfill, as Southern Tier Recycling will send this on to
new life in other products.

Photo by Sue Labudde

Christina LaBarre, Marty Van Lenten Becker and Martha Clarvoe
pause for a photo while boxing up deconstructed plastics and metals.
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OCCA website revamped
Otsego County Conservation Association launched a new website
in March as part of its strategy to enhance communications and
enable better access to resources for both its members and the public.
The new site is “responsive,” meaning it will automatically reconfigure to display on any device including personal computers, tablets
and smartphones. OCCA worked collaboratively with Susan
O’Handley, founder of Central NY Mobile Marketing, to develop a
new look for the site and to plan the updated structure.
OCCA’s redesigned website feAtures:
enviroevents Calendar with the ability to register for programs
and events through the website
Comprehensive news/archives sections • internship applications online
COming sOOn:
new information on aquatic invasive species prevention
new resources on recycling and composting in a “Zero waste” section
currently under development

One of the challenges of redevelopment was to re-organize the site
and its navigation so that content can be easily found by users searching for information. With more than 160 pages of content and 600-plus
linked documents and files, OCCA’s new website is divided into six
main sections of information: “Program Areas” (where users can learn
about specific program initiatives and the current work of the organization); “Outreach” (featuring OCCA’s events, nature walks, student programs, publications, and resources); “News” (where current and
archived announcements, eco-bulletins, media releases, and newsletters
are housed); “Support” (ways to help the organization through contributions and membership as well as avenues to assist OCCA through
volunteering, internships, and service on the Board of Directors);
“About OCCA” (for staff and Board information as well as an organizational history and official position statements); and “Contact Us.”
“The three main pillars of OCCA’s work are education, steward-

ship and advocacy,” said OCCA Executive Director Darla M.
Youngs. “We focus on education to foster an informed and invested
citizenry. We believe a well-informed public is inclined to enjoy and
respect our natural heritage, and a well-organized, easily navigable
website is key for the dissemination of information.”
OCCA’s website also includes links to the organization’s new You
Tube channel, where original and shared PowerPoint presentations
and videos are organized by topic, and to the OCCA Facebook page.
Working with O’Handley, OCCA will continue to expand and
enhance its website content. Users can now sign up to receive OCCA
eco-bulletins (announcements and information about conservation
programs and upcoming environmental activities) by e-mail.
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Photo by Jeff O’Handley

A farmer delivers a load of bale wrap for recycling on April 18.

Trial ag plastic collection
deemed a big success
Agricultural film plastics—bale wrap,
bunker cover, silage bags and greenhouse
film—have been notoriously difficult to
recycle. Since 2013 OCCA has served as
local outreach coordinator for RAPP
(Recycling Agricultural Plastics Project), a
program established by Cornell University
that seeks to develop sustainable means for
New York State farmers to manage their used
agricultural plastics by recycling. This
spring, working with RAPP partners Cornell
University and the Otsego County Soil &
Water Conservation District, as well as the
Otsego County Solid Waste Department and
Casella Resource Solutions, we developed a
pilot program in which farmers could drop
off their plastic. The results were encouraging. Thirteen Otsego County farms delivered
plastic to the Southern Transfer Station in
Oneonta, weighing more than three tons. In
addition, two greenhouse operators dropped
off used greenhouse film, and several homeowners delivered used wood pellet bags. In
total, we collected more than 7,000 pounds
of plastic, which will soon be shipped to a
recycler to be made into a variety of recycled
plastic products.
– J. O’Handley

Volunteers needed for
cleanup, AIS removal
OCCA is looking for volunteers to help with
two different projects in the coming months.
OCCA began its tenth season of hand pulling
water chestnut in Goodyear Lake on June 30.
Water chestnut is a non-native plant that can
quickly overpopulate lakes and slow-moving
rivers. At one time, it covered nearly four
acres of the stump lot, the northernmost portion of the lake. Anyone who wishes to assist
in the hand pulling of water chestnut must
pre-register as OCCA has a limited amount
of space in its canoes. Alternatively, volunteers may bring their own canoe or kayak to
the site. Removal dates are scheduled for:

July 7, July 14, August 4, and August 13
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday, August
22 from 9 a.m. to noon. The meeting location
is the New York State Fishing Access Site on
Route 28 in Portlandville, approximately .2
miles south of County Route 35A. Volunteers
should be sure to dress with the expectation
of getting muddy and wet, and should bring
sunscreen, insect repellent, and water. In
addition, on Saturday, August 8, OCCA is
holding a cleanup of State Route 80 in
Springfield at 9 a.m. OCCA adopted a twomile stretch of road in 2012 under the auspices of the Adopt-A-Highway program,
which is administered by the New York State
Department of Transportation, and has been
actively maintaining its portion of the highway since spring 2013. Trash bags, gloves
and safety equipment are provided. The
cleanup is expected to take about three
hours. Meeting location is at OCCA’s office
at Mohican Farm, 7193 State Route 80,
approximately eight miles north of the
Village of Cooperstown. To register for
either volunteer opportunity, call OCCA at
(607) 282-4087 or e-mail Program Director
Jeff O’Handley at programdirector@occainfo.org or sign up online at
http://occainfo.org/program-and-event-signup-form/.

DEC on the lookout for
invasive beetle
The New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation is seeking
homeowners with swimming pools for help
with early detection of the invasive Asian
longhorned beetle (ALB). Currently confined
to New York City and Long Island, this pest
from China threatens a number of forest
trees, especially maples, should it expand its
range. From July 23 through August 30, pool
owners are asked to monitor their filters and
send photographs of suspected Asian longhorned beetle to DEC’s forest health program. Information on how to participate and
what to look for can be found at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7255.html.

soon repopulate our forests. Meet at 302
Bateman Road, Laurens. To sign up for this
and other OCCA events and programs, use
the online form at http://occainfo.org/program-and-event-sign-up-form/ or contact
Program Director Jeff O’Handley at (607)
282-4087 or programdirector@occainfo.org.

OCCA sends seven to
environmental camp
Following a competitive essay contest, the
Otsego County Conservation Association
awarded seven Otsego County middle-school
students with a week-long stay at a New
York State Department of Environmental
Conservation Summer Camp. Otsego County
students ages 11-14 were invited to compete
for DEC camperships via OCCA’s competitive essay contest. In 750 words or less, they
were asked to consider the question, “Why
do you want to attend DEC environmental
education camp, and what do you hope to
learn or experience there?” The authors of
the seven top scoring essays earned a trip to
camp. They are: Molly Bowen, Mikeeli
Hanson, Sarah Johnson and Tess diLorenzo
from Cooperstown Central School;
Christopher Catan and Mary Lynch from
Oneonta Middle School; and Nora Ashwood,
who is home schooled. OCCA will sponsor
the campers at $350 per student. At NYSDEC camp, they will spend their time
immersed in the natural environment and
will enjoy a balance of environmental education, sportsman education, and outdoor fun.

Many turn out for
BTWD in spite of cold
Wednesday, May 20 may have been the coldest Bike to Work Day in seven years, but that
didn’t stop participants from riding or walking
more than 380 miles. Organized by Otsego
Regional Cycling Advocates – a subcommittee of the Otsego County Conservation
Continued on Page 9

Nichols to lead tour
of chestnut orchard
Once the dominant tree of the eastern forest,
the American chestnut was practically wiped
out by the chestnut blight, a fungus introduced from Asia. On Friday, July 15 at 5:30
p.m., Allen Nichols – president of the New
York Chapter of The American Chestnut
Foundation – will conduct a tour of his
American chestnut orchard. Learn about the
tree, the blight and the years of research that
have produced blight-resistant trees that may

Photo provided

BTWD volunteer Dotty Hudson helps students
register at Cooperstown Elementary School.
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Statistics, history provide insight on road cleanup
By Nora Ashwood
On May 9, Otsego County Conservation
Association had its first highway cleanup of
2015 along State Route 80. The participants
met at OCCA’s Mohican Farm headquarters
in Springfield at 9 a.m. It was a warm,
sunny spring morning. OCCA Program
Director Jeff O’Handley was in charge of
the cleanup, which is part of the Adopt-AHighway program.
Adopt-A-Highway has been in existence
since the mid 1980s. The program, which
began in Texas, has become so successful
that it has now spread throughout the United
States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and
Japan. Its goal is to keep the highways free of
litter. By using volunteers, the cost to towns
and cities is kept at a minimum. According to
the North Carolina Department of Safety, the
estimated price of litter pickup is 30 cents per
piece of litter. Adopt-A-Highway donates
hard hats, vests and garbage bags to facilitate
the cleanup.
OCCA has been active in the Adopt-AHighway program through the New York
State Department of Transportation since
2013. Every year, OCCA tries to get as many
participants as possible. On this day there
were four people: Sarah and her daughter
Gwen, from Milford, Jeff, and me. We
snacked on doughnuts while Jeff went over
the rules and restrictions. After we were done
getting ready, we started out on the four mile
round-trip cleanup.
Jeff had already put up signs along either
end of the two-mile stretch we were about to
clean. Among the daffodils and grass that
covered the roadside, we found soda bottles
and plastic bags ready to be cleared away.
The morning had an extremely friendly
atmosphere. While we worked we discussed the wildlife we saw, the spring
changes, and Sarah and Gwen – who’ve
been doing the cleanup for the past two
years – talked jovially about their past
experiences. As we walked, Jeff educated
us on the invasive plants we found in the
ditches, what types of birds we heard, and
even showed us how to tell the age of a
deer from a jaw bone we found.
We gathered one full bag of garbage and
one and a half bags of recyclables. Despite
the fact that New York State gives money in
exchange for returnables, there was still an
abundant amount of bottles and cans. The
North Carolina Department of Public Safety
states that $90 million worth of cans, bottles
and newspapers thrown out in America would
be valued at $300 million if those items were
recycled. Compared to past years, Jeff said,
there were more recyclables along the route
than usual. In addition to the normal trash, we
found a few surprising things as well, includ-

Photo provided by AllOtsego.com

OCCA EcoTeam member Gwen Calchi of Milford (right) hands litter from the roadside along
State Route 80 in Springfield to OCCA Program Director Jeff O’Handley. Gwen and mom Sarah
Gerold have been helping with OCCA highway cleanups since 2014. Nora Ashwood and Gerold
(in rear) also assisted with recent cleanup efforts.

ing a pair of high heels, a car bumper and an
insulator from an electric pole.
The most common litter we found was
cigarette butts. According to Tobacco
Control, cigarette butts constitute an estimated 25-50 percent of all roadside litter. People
fail to see the impact their discarded cigarette
has on the environment because it is small
and unnoticeable at a glance. They mistakenly presume that because many cigarettes butts
are biodegradable the filters must be too, but
only 10 percent actually are. These filters,
which never break down, seep hazardous toxins into the environment.
Is littering a big issue? Yes, it is unequivocally a major problem. Litter is destructive to
the environment, as it kills many plants, and
can be harmful to animals that unintentionally
eat it. Litter also diminishes the physical
beauty of a place and can even change property and house values. The organization Keep
America Beautiful estimates that litter in a
community decreases property values by
seven percent. Litter is also, unfortunately,
found in 80 percent of our waterways. Just
imagine trash in your glass of water. Polluted
water systems are the reason for many diseases, as they spread bacteria, resulting in
sicknesses as serious as cholera.
The program Don’t Trash Arizona found
that 51.2 billion pieces of litter are left on
roadways in the United States. On the road,
people don’t have access to garbage cans, so
they thoughtlessly throw garbage out their

windows. While things can accidentally blow
out of open windows and truck beds, Keep
America Beautiful concluded as a result of a
national study that 81 percent of all litter is,
in fact, intentional.
Even though littering is illegal in all 50
states, it is one of the most common crimes
and is becoming an increasingly huge dilemma throughout the country. Many organizations, like OCCA, try to spread awareness of
the problem – because of this, over the last 40
years, littering in the United States has
dropped by 61 percent. The littering crisis
might someday altogether disappear if everyone took the time and effort to take care of
the environment as well as OCCA takes care
of its small adopted section of highway.
Nora Ashwood is an intern and contributing writer for OCCA.

Hike: ‘Blue Trail at Basswood’
Saturday, August 29, 10 a.m.
OCCA Program Director Jeff O’Handley
leads this easy, two-mile loop along
the Blue Trail at Basswood Pond State
Forest in Burlington. The hike includes
pine plantations, mixed deciduous
forests, beaver ponds and streams.
Call (607) 282-4087 or e-mail programdirector@occainfo.org for info.
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Morning birds at Mohican
By Jeff O’Handley
OCCA’s spring/summer nature walk series got off to a “flying”
start on May 16 when Becky Gretton, board member for the
Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society, led a walk around Mohican Farm
in search of spring birds. The six attendees were rewarded with great
weather and great birds.
Stepping out of the OCCA office building, the group was immediately treated to the sight of barn swallows zooming in and out of the farm’s
outbuildings. From there, they proceeded to a wooded stream. A spotted
sandpiper foraged at the water’s edge. Apple trees harbored an elusive
yellow warbler, along with catbirds, orioles and white-crowned sparrows. A ruby-throated hummingbird sipped nectar from the blossoms.
The farm fields also provided interesting sightings. Common birds
such as red-winged blackbirds, blue jays, crows and robins flew by.
The highlight for this section was undoubtedly the bobolinks. Like
many grassland birds, bobolinks have declined significantly over the
last 40 years, though they are not listed as threatened or endangered.
Becky noted how Bob Sutherland and the staff at Mohican Farm
have altered their mowing patterns and timing so as not to disrupt
nesting birds.
On the lake side of the property, the group observed (from a safe
distance) the bald eagle nest. Only one eaglet was visible, though we
were treated to the sight of both adults flying into and out of the nest.
A pair of red-eyed vireos tumbled out of a pine tree and conducted an
interesting courtship display – unusual, because this species usually
does its courting high in the branches. Red-bellied woodpeckers and
yellow-bellied sapsuckers were heard frequently, but not actually
seen. The walk finished up having spotted or heard 30 species in just
over two hours. Many thanks to Becky Gretton, an excellent trip
leader, and Bob Sutherland, the manager of Mohican Farm, for
allowing us access.
Jeff O’Handley is OCCA’s program director.

Photo by Jeff O’Handley

Into the Woods
Nine students from SUNY Oneonta came to Basswood Pond
State Forest on May 2 to help OCCA with a trail cleanup there.
The students were participating in the college’s “Into the
Streets” program, an annual event sponsored by SUNY’s
Center for Social Responsibility and Community, which sends
teams of students throughout the county to volunteer. The
heaviest work was clearing a tree that had fallen in the day-use
area. The girls, all part of Oneonta’s Hillel club, also picked up
litter and trimmed back overgrowth on the Blue Trail in the
southern portion of the forest.

Walking a fine line: The debate surrounding neonicotinoids
By Danny Lapin
A mysterious, prolonged die-off of the nation’s honey bees has been
worrisome for beekeepers, farmers who depend on the bees to pollinate
their crops and the policymakers tasked with protecting them.
Seemingly healthy bees have been abandoning their hives, never to
return. The exact cause of the mass disappearance left researchers
flummoxed, leading them to label this phenomenon “colony collapse
disorder.” A significant amount of research has been conducted to pinpoint the exact cause of CCD. To date, research has indicated there is
no single cause. Rather, the main elements of CCD appear to stem
from the combined effect of several stressors such as the application of
harmful pesticides, loss of forage habitat, infectious parasites and
mites, climate change, and disease.
Over the past decade, a growing body of literature has highlighted
a linkage between neonicotinoids (neonics) and honey bee die-offs
leading to controversy across the U.S. and Europe.
First introduced in the mid-1990s, neonics are a relatively new
class of insecticides that target the central nervous system of insects,
resulting in paralysis and death. Neonics can be particularly dangerous to honey bees as they may result in a wide range of negative
effects including but not limited to: decreased navigational skills;
lowered foraging ability; lessened memory and learning rates; lower
brood and larval development rates; increased susceptibility to disease; and limited reproductive rates.
Several high-profile studies have emerged demonstrating the connection between the application of neonics and bee die-offs. In Europe, the

European Food Safety Authority investigated the issue and found that
neonics posed an “unacceptably high risk” to pollinators, leading to the
European Union’s two-year moratorium in 2013 on the usage of neonics.
Do the risks to pollinator populations associated with neonics warrant
a heightened regulatory response, or do the benefits that the insecticides
provide to the agricultural industry outweigh the purported risks?
Proponents of regulatory action cite research showing that neonics pose a
distinct risk to pollinator populations and that increased levels of exposure
could result in declines in honey bee populations so severe that the U.S.
beekeeping industry may not be able to meet current pollination contracts.
Opponents of regulatory action cite the high rate of effectiveness neonics
have on target crop pests and contend that a ban on neonics would result
in significant financial harm to farmers and pesticide applicators.
In May, the Obama Administration put forth the “National
Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other
Pollinators.” Federal agencies have begun phasing out neonics on
their respective properties and the EPA is expected to propose a regulatory course of action by 2017. Here in New York, Governor Cuomo
has announced the formation of a pollinator protection plan to safeguard and grow the state’s pollinator populations.
OCCA believes neonicotinoids pose a distinct risk to pollinator populations and that policy actions should be undertaken that reduce the
exposure of neonicotinoids to bee populations while limiting financial
impacts to farmers. Visit http://www.occainfo.org to learn more about
OCCA’s research on the impacts of neonics on pollinator populations.
Danny Lapin is OCCA’s environmental planner.
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Keep Mohawk Valley Beautiful recognizes Clarvoe
OCCA Special Projects Manager Martha Clarvoe was presented with
the 2015 Distinguished Service Award by the Keep Mohawk Valley
Beautiful Board of Directors on Wednesday, March 25. At a luncheon at
Francesca’s Banquet Hall, Ilion, 18 individuals, municipalities, and organizations were recognized for their efforts to support sustainable practices and
policies. Those who beautified public spaces and waterways, developed
recycling programs, improved the quality of life in their neighborhood, led
municipal planning efforts, organized citizen action groups, or established
programs that educated others in the principles of sustainability were among
the awardees.
Robert Albrecht, chair of the KMVB Board of Directors, and Steve
Smith, KMVB’s executive director, presented the handcrafted award
made entirely of sustainable materials including stone from Montgomery
County and sustainably-harvested lumber from Otsego County. Several
awardees also received certificates of recognition from their state or federal elected representatives.
“Keep Mohawk Valley Beautiful supports the idea that we cannot
thrive alone as isolated individuals and that communities and networks
of municipalities throughout the larger Mohawk Valley must work
together to strengthen our neighborhoods and to bring economic development to the region,” said Albrecht at the ceremony attended by more
than 100 individuals. “Quality of life matters because that is what
attracts talent to our region, and it is talented people who invest their
lives and resources in our communities. The Distinguished Service
Award celebrates that kind of talent and commitment.”
KMVB, recognizing Clarvoe with an individual award for “Otsego
County Active Citizen,” wrote:
Martha moved to Hartwick in 1980 where she and her husband, Paul,
raised their family. Martha is a long-time member of the League of
Women Voters of the Cooperstown Area and has served on the Otsego
County Conservation Association Board of Directors since 2000.
Martha, an active Hartwick resident, currently serves as the chair of the
Hartwick Conservation Advisory Committee. She and her husband are
renovating a commercial building in the hamlet of Hartwick and are
interested in supporting the Otsego Biomass Project and possibly purchasing a wood pellet boiler for the building. Martha also played a key
role in researching and organizing information for OCCA’s light pollu-

Bike to Work Day
continued from page 6

Association – BTWD featured check-in sites at 16 locations countywide and welcomed two new families of riders this year. Frank and
Lowell Wilsey rode in to Cooperstown with their mom from the
Christian Hill area (approximately seven miles) and Ellie and Kitty
Dykstra biked in with their mom from Pierstown (about six miles).
Registration numbers topped 230, with 81 miles walked and 302 miles
ridden. BTWD organizer Martha Clarvoe said cyclists covering the furthest distance were Cooperstown Elementary School teacher Anne
Killian-Russo, whose round trip totaled 24 miles, and Scott Heiland,
who logged in 27.4 trip miles at Woodland Cycles in Milford.
Oneonta’s Chris Burrington rode 22 miles to work. The National Bike
Challenge website, created by the League of American Bicyclists,
shows that 22 Otsego County cyclists have recorded 4,061 miles since
May 1 as part of the ORCA local challenge (ranked number 51 nationally). Clarvoe said she believes this is the largest group to date from
Otsego County to log their miles ridden as part of the National Bike
Challenge and notes there is still plenty of time for people to sign up.
“Congratulations to all those who chose on Bike to Work Day to ride

Photo provided

OCCA Special Projects Manager Martha Clarvoe receives a
Distinguished Service Award from Robert Albrecht, chair of the Keep
Mohawk Valley Beautiful Board of Directors.

tion brochure, researching possible recycling markets for agricultural
plastics, recruiting volunteers for Otsego County’s Household Hazardous
Waste Day collection, and producing OCCA’s re-use and recycling guide
for county residents. Clarvoe has also worked with teachers at
Cooperstown Middle and High schools to create the ongoing recycling
program for paper, bottles, and cans.
Keep Mohawk Valley Beautiful is an affiliate of the Keep America
Beautiful Program and a standing committee of Mohawk Valley
Economic Development District, a 501-c-3 communities and economic
development organization representing the Mohawk River Valley target
area with 500,000 people. Fulton, Herkimer, Montgomery, Oneida,
Otsego, and Schoharie counties are included in the affiliate area.

or walk, have fun, and get some exercise at the same time,” said
Clarvoe. “We wish everyone a wonderful cycling and walking season.”
BTWD check-in sites for 2015 were: Bassett Medical Center,
Clark Sports Center, Cooperstown Elementary School, Cooperstown
Middle/High School, Edmeston Central School, Health Links FoxCare Center, Greater Plains Elementary, Milford Central School,
New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health, Oneonta
Middle & High School, Opportunities for Otsego, Otsego Bicycles,
Pathfinder Village, Richfield Springs Central School, Valleyview
Elementary School, and Woodland Cycles.

YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL
Remember, there is strength in numbers – membership totals
help us to leverage grant funding and statewide partnerships
throughout the year. If you are not an OCCA member, or
have not renewed your membership, please mail your Annual
Fund donation today. See the form on page 3 or
visit www.occainfo.org to donate online.
OUR ENVIRONMENT. OUR HOME. OUR CHALLENGE.
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O-C-C-YAY!
OCCA
Board of Directors
Vicky Lentz, President
Willard Harman, Vice-president
Jim Hill, Treasurer
Keith Brunstad
Andrée Conklin
Jill Eichler
John Gourlay
M. Tom Manion
Dr. Herbert J. Marx
James Patrick
Donna Vogler
Steve Zerby

Staff
Darla M. Youngs, Executive Director and
“Lookout” Editor
Jeff O’Handley, Program Director
Danny Lapin, Environmental Planner
Martha Clarvoe, Special Projects Manager
Patricia Seybolt, Bookkeeper

We try to conserve precious resources at OCCA by printing on recycled
paper and using soy-based inks when feasible. If you would like to help
us do even better, consider being put on our electronic distribution list
and receive future newsletters and general correspondence via e-mail.

Lake Appreciation Day July 11
continued from page 1

Those planning to attend Lake Appreciation Day, or wishing to exhibit, are
asked to call OCCA at (607) 547-4488 by Tuesday, July 7 to register (space is
limited) or register online at http://occainfo.org/vendor-lunch-sign-up-july-11/.
There is no charge to take part in this event, but regular park admission fees
will apply. Boaters are encouraged to paddle in for the day. “Made in New
York” vendors interested in participating must register by June 27. There will
be a $10 set-up fee for the day and vendors are required to provide their own
tent, table, and chairs. Call Friends of Glimmerglass at (607) 547-8662 for vendor information or access the
vendor application at
http://occainfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/VendorApp-Lake-Appreciation-Day2015.pdf.

the sunY Oneonta
biological field station
will offer ecology barge
tours of the lake this
year as part of Lake
Appreciation day, as
well as interactive
science displays with
phytoplankton and
zooplankton.

A youngster enjoys the “hands-on” learning
experience at a past Lake Appreciation Day.

