
OCCA Campership Sponsor Program Essay Contest Basic Information 2016 

• The OCCA Campership Sponsor Program Essay Contest is open to all Otsego County children 
who are ages 11-14 (must be 11 by December 1, 2016). 

• Essays must be solely the work of the participant. Essays must be no longer than 750 words 
and must be typed or written in legible handwriting. Participants should address the following 
question in their essay: “Imagine yourself in 50 years: What would you say to your younger 
self about the value Otsego County’s beautiful land, lakes and streams?” 

• Entries will be accepted electronically or in hard-copy format through 11:59 p.m. on January 
25, 2016, and winning essays will be chosen by February 1. The participant’s name, age, grade, 
and school which he or she attends must be on the top of the page on which the essay is 
written or typed. Essays that are missing any of this information will be ineligible for this 
contest. 

• Online Submissions: All online submissions at admin@occainfo.org (please put “Essay 
Contest” in the “Subject” line) must be received by OCCA by 11:59 pm EST on January 25, 2016. 

• Hard Copy Submissions: Essays sent by mail (Otsego County Conservation Association, PO Box 
931, Cooperstown, NY 13326) or delivered to the OCCA office (7207 State Highway 80, 
Cooperstown) must be received by OCCA by 11:59 pm EST on January 25, 2016. 

• Winners will be selected by a panel of judges by February 1. All essays will be judged 
according to the criteria listed below. 

1. Understanding of the issue/question 
2. Originality 
3. Clarity and effectiveness of style and organization 
4. Adherence to format and length rules 

• Parental permission to qualify for DEC camp is required and should be indicated by attaching 
the form below to the student essay. Students who cannot attend camp are still eligible to 
enter their work in the essay contest (parental permission not required). 

• Winners of OCCA-sponsored DEC camperships will be notified immediately, and will receive 
the code from OCCA by which to register for DEC camp. There will be a small cash prize for the 
best essay written by a student not applying to camp. 

 

I am aware that my child (student’s name) __________________________, is competing in 
OCCA’s Campership Sponsor Program Essay Contest to win a week-long stay at DEC 
Environmental Education Camp. 

Parent’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________ E-mail Address: _______________________________ 

mailto:admin@occainfo.org


 

For Immediate Release: December 21, 2015 

OCCA Essay Contest for DEC Camperships Deadlines on January 25 

COOPERSTOWN – The Otsego County Conservation Association has announced that it will send school 
students to DEC Environmental Education Camp again next summer through its annual competitive 
essay contest. 

Otsego County students ages 11-14 are invited to compete for camperships via the essay contest 

(campers must be minimum age by December 1, 2016). In 750 words or less, they are asked, “Imagine 
yourself in 50 years: What would you say to your younger self about the value Otsego County’s 
beautiful land, lakes, and streams?” 

OCCA will reward nine winning essayists with a week-long stay at New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation Summer Camp, where campers spend their week immersed in the natural 
environment and enjoy a balance of environmental education, sportsman education, and outdoor fun.  

 “We’re very excited to be able to offer our Campership Sponsor Program for the fifth straight year,” 
said OCCA Executive Director Darla M. Youngs. “There’s a growing concern that kids today are lacking 
the important connection between being outdoors and caring for nature. Our goal is for the essayists to 
have fun with the assignment but also to think critically about their connection to and dependency on 
the natural world.” 

“Future conservation efforts will increase as kids learn to be good stewards of the environment and 
begin to understand some of the issues facing us today – pollution, resource depletion, solid waste 
management, climate change, ecosystem destruction, and so much more,” Youngs said. 

Winning essays will be chosen from participating Otsego County schools and Otsego County applicants 
at large. The deadline for essay submissions is Monday, January 25, 2016, and winning essays will be 
chosen by February 1.  Winners of OCCA-sponsored DEC camperships will be notified immediately, and 
will receive the code from OCCA by which to register for DEC camp. There will be small cash prizes for 
the best essay written by a student not applying to camp and for alternates. 

“Last year, our six winners were from Roseboom, Oneonta, Middlefield, and Cooperstown, with kids 
from the Cooperstown, Milford, and Oneonta schools participating,” Youngs said. “We hope more 
teachers will incorporate the essay into their lesson plans this year, but any Otsego County student 
meeting the age requirements is eligible and welcome to enter an essay.” 

Complete contest rules and requirements are available by e-mailing admin@occainfo.org or by calling 
(607) 547-4488. Teachers who plan to assign the essay to their students are asked to contact OCCA in 
order to be recognized as a participating school. 

OCCA is a private, non-profit environmental membership organization dedicated to promoting the 
appreciation and sustainable use of Otsego County's natural resources through education, advocacy, 
resource management, research, and planning. For more information on OCCA, or to support 
programming, call (607) 547-4488 or visit www.occainfo.org.  
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