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In 2018 the Otsego County Conservation Association celebrated our
50th birthday. We are truly proud to have been a part of natural
resource conservation in Otsego County since 1968. From our
humble roots as an organization formed to protect forest resources
and the rural character of the county, we have grown into a multifaceted organization taking part in a multitude of programs, all to
serve the citizens of Otsego County and help be a part of a larger
group working tirelessly to conserve our valuable environment.
None of this work could have been done without the generous support of our members and donors since the very beginning. We are
sincerely grateful for all the help we have received over our 50
years, and hope to be able to continue our great work for another
50 more.

LETTER
What’s Inside

Letter from the
President

2

Note from the Executive
Director

2

Education and
Outreach

3

Research and Monitoring

5

Policy and Planning

7

50 Years of
Conservation

9

Financial Disclosures

11

Donors

12

Grants & Corporate
Sponsors

13

Volunteers

14

Board of Directors

FROM THE

By: Vicky Lentz
I awoke one morning last
week to find that the fall
colors that we were all
enjoying had turned into a
winter wonderland. While
both seasons are wonderful,
it was a bit of a shock.
Mother Nature can make
rapid changes and we
humans can make even
quicker changes, some for
the good of the environment
and some that can be truly
devastating. It made me
thing about just how quickly
things can change around
here and how we need to
be ever vigilant to protect
our beautiful Otsego
County.
We, here at OCCA, are
working for you and with
you to watch out for things
that might affect the quality
of the environment in our
area. While we try to keep
abreast of what is going on,
we still need you to be our
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eyes and ears and to help
us identify issues that need
addressing.
Looking back over our year
long celebration of OCCA’s
50th anniversary, it is easy
to see that we have been
doing a good job. The list
of accomplishments for the
past 50 years is immense
and looking at just the past
year shows that we are still
going strong and doing
more and more. As you
can see in this annual
report, our staff and board
members have been
working hard. I am
amazed and pleased and
especially proud of all the
good work that they do.
From educating the public
on environmental issues,
to advocating for
environmentally sound
projects, working with local
municipalities to inform
them of best practices for
environmental issues in

their areas and educating
our youth about the
wonders of nature in
Otsego County, OCCA has
done a tremendous amount
of work.
We look forward to working
with you to conitnue the
work of the Otsego County
Conservation Association,
but we need to continue to
hear from you. With your
continued support and
donations can go for the
next 50!

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

By: Leslie Orzetti

President: Vicky Lentz

PRESIDENT

Greetings from the beautiful
grounds of Mohican Farm.
As I sit and look out my window, I am always reminded
of the natural beauty of Otsego County and thankful to
the Clark Foundation for allowing us the privilege of
having our office here. This
year I was pleased to be a
part of an organization celebrating 50 years of success
in protecting the natural resources of our county. All
the hard work of my predecessors, staff, board members, volunteers and donors
of this organization, right
back to our founders is
something we should all be
proud of. This year we continued the tradition of edu-

cating our citizens, advocating for sound land use, and
funding and carrying out
research and management
projects that benefit both
land and water resources.
We celebrated the success
of new programs at Earth
Festival, a record year for
recycling efforts, the first
anniversary of our citizen
science water quality monitoring program, the launch
of Heat Smart Otsego, the
end of a three-year grant to
help curb the spread of
aquatic invasive species,
and of course our 50th birthday. From our Get the Kids
Out program to county-wide
planning efforts, no project
is too big or too small for
OCCA, and we are always up

to the challenge. We could
not do this without the support of our generous donors,
so to you, I say THANK YOU!
In 2019, we will continue
this great work as well as
bring in new projects such
as partnering with our sister
organizations to host an
environmental summit to
help coordinate conservation work in Otsego County
and set priorities to help
protect our home into the
future. Thank you again for
your continued support and
let’s help make 2019 a banner year for Otsego County’s
natural environment.

N AT U R E W A L K S
A staple of our programming
since 2001, our nature walk
series builds positive environmental experiences by
putting people in nature, any
time of year. Our walks take
us to some of Otsego
County's unique natural areas, from hilltops to valleys,
from state forests to the
streets of Cooperstown and
Oneonta. We take advantage of the expertise of entomologists, foresters, birders,
geologists and more to provide participants with both
good information and a
good time.
Whether it's a snowshoe
walk, learning about street

trees in Oneonta, or exploring a county forest, OCCA
has a nature walk for you!

LECTURE SERIES
This exciting partnership
with Mohican Farm seeks to
provide greater depth on
environmental topics, and
helps connect experts in
their field with the general
public. In 2018, this successful program outgrew the
friendly confines of Mohican
Farm and had to move to
the more spacious Clark
Sports Center.
This year, the Be Informed
Lecture Series covered a

wide array of topics, including ticks and Lyme disease,
container gardens, energy
efficiency, and hunting and
conservation. Guest speakers came from the Otsego
County Health Department,
Master Gardeners of Schoharie-Otsego Counties,
SUNY Cobleskill, and NYS
Department of Environmental Conservation. We're
looking forward to an exciting 2019 full of interesting
speakers and topics!

E N V I R O N M E N TA L E D U C AT I O N
OCCA's environmental education programs cover a
broad array of topics, ages
and programming styles.
Amongst our programs this
year were presentations for
students at Hartwick College and SUNY Oneonta; a
special walk for the Otsego
County Office for the Aging;
and special presentations
for summer programs run
by the Town of Springfield
and the Clark Sports Center. We also partnered with

the City of Oneonta and the
Village of Cooperstown for
programs about forests and
invasive species.
One of our most popular Environmental Education programs is Get the Kids Out, a
series of themed programs
run during school holidays.
This year's Get the Kids Out
programs featured a winter
scavenger hunt, exploration of
mud, fall trees and nature
journaling.
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RECYCLING
Within five years of our
founding, OCCA recognized
the importance of responsible solid waste management and helped establish
the first glass reclamation
center in the county.
Though recycling rates are
significantly higher than
they were in 1973,
changes in world markets
and contamination of materials have put us in a
recycling crisis. Despite
this, OCCA remains committed to recycling as a
means to conserve natural

resources, protect our environment, and promote
economic growth.
This year, we took in more
than 30,000 pounds of
used agricultural film. Our
volunteer Recycling Committee collected and
shipped hundreds of used
inkjet cartridges and small
electronics, and gathered
hundreds of pounds of
used holiday lights, Styrofoam, cork, tennis balls
and other not-traditionally
recycled items through
various programs, and

turned scores of pet food
bags into attractive, reusable shopping bags. OCCA
and the Recycling Committee are committed to not
just recycling, but to Reducing and Reusing as
well, and partners with the
County, private industry,
and other non-profits to
promote responsible waste
disposal policies and programs.

H E AT S M A RT O T S E G O
OCCA was proud to be one of
eight recipients of a threeyear grant from the New York
State Energy Research and
Development Authority
(NYSERDA) to promote clean
heating and cooling technologies in Otsego County.
In today’s energy climate,
this program is especially
important because we are
educating citizens on how to
improve their energy efficiency, while lowering their
energy bills – a win-win in
our books. The campaign is
being led by Bennett
Sandler, formerly of Equity
Energy, and a former OCCA
board member. Bennett

brings a wealth of passion,
experience, and knowledge
to the table to help educate
Otsego County’s citizens in
energy efficiency and walk
them through the process of
an energy audit and what
technologies are best for
their homes and businesses.
With more than 70% of Otsego County’s homes using
fossil fuel for heating, the
program has the potential to
help lower the overall carbon
footprint of our county, which
is something we all need to
be cognizant of.
The program officially
launched at an event on
October 17 with geothermal

E A RT H F E S T I VA L
What a great year at Earth
Festival! This year’s event
was the largest on record,
with over 40 vendors and
more than a thousand visitors. This year’s theme was
“recycling”, and it proved to
be a banner year collecting
“hard to recycle” items.
This year OCCA filled a 20foot truck with Styrofoam,
118 lbs. of Terracycle materials, 44 lbs. of small
electronics, 20 lbs. of ink

cartridges, six
boxes of Christmas lights, 15
lbs. of cork, and shredded
over 6500 lbs. of paper.
Programming was geared
toward recycling with a reboot of the “recycled fashion show”, Ecoart, the Friday night movie entitled
Landfill Harmonic with partners Otsego 2000 and the
Glimmerglass Film Festival,
and the unveiling of the
new, interactive “How to
Get Rid Of” list. Also this
year was a community

expert Jay Egg giving a keynote presentation on the
details and benefits of using
geothermal or ground
sources to heat and cool not
just homes, but larger institutions and even whole
neighborhoods and municipalities. Following this exciting presentation, Bennett
unveiled Heat Smart Otsego
and introduced available
technologies – ground and
air source heat pumps, pellet stoves and boilers, and
wood gasification boiler systems. Also available with
the Heat Smart program are
energy audits and envelope
improvements to first

clothing swap aimed at reducing textile waste. This
program proved greatly successful with partners on
hand to teach basic sewing
and help create new items
out of old clothing. New also
this year was a partnership
with the Otsego Road Cycling
Advocates
who offered
a bicycle
safety class
for families.
Continuing
programs
were the

“tighten up” buildings before
investing in alternative technologies. OCCA will be working with NYSERDA and installers to offer current incentives to install these
types of technologies, and
are trying to work with local
financial institutions to be
able to promote affordable
financing options.
The Heat Smart Otsego team
will be out and about educating citizens at events around
the county, so be sure to
keep an eye on Ecobulletin
and local news outlets for an
event near you. For more
information and to sign up
see www.occa.org/hso.

vendor and exhibitor fair,
family friendly yoga, and
Spring Garden Day hosted by
the Master Gardeners of
Otsego/Schoharie Counties.
None of this could be done
without a great planning
committee. Thanks to Martha Clarvoe, Angelica
Palmer, Mandy
Robinson, Eamonn
Hinchey, and
Maria Kaltenbach.
Here’s to an even
bigger and better
2019!
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I N VA S I V E S P E C I E S
M A N AG E M E N T
Invasive species continue to
threaten our lands, waters
and wildlife, but OCCA is
ready to do battle. With the
aid of dozens of volunteers,
OCCA continued our longrunning fight against water
chestnut in Goodyear Lake,
and opened a new front in
the war at Silver Lake in New
Berlin, removing hundreds of
pounds of plants. Meanwhile,
OCCA continued attacking an
infestation of Japanese knotweed at Mohican Farm, removing seven garbage bags,
making a significant dent in
the population.
This year also saw OCCA partner with other agencies to
conduct invasive species
education programs, such as
a walk in the City of Oneonta
as part of Arbor Day, and an
invasive species teach-in at
Wilber Park, in which attendees looked at specimens,
took a walk, played games
and even brought plants to
pose the crucial question, "Is
this invasive?"
In July, OCCA hosted a workshop by the Ecological Research Institute (ERI) at Mohican Farm to train volunteers
to set up plots to monitor ash
trees for presence of the

invasive emerald ash borer,
and to find potential lingering
ash—individual trees that are
resistant to the beetle. These
trees could prevent the extinction of our native ash species.
OCCA and Mohican Farm staff
set up a monitoring plot on the
farm and will be watching it
closely. OCCA plans to have
the ERI team back in 2019.
OCCA continued to serve as
administrator for a grant that
helped fund inspections and
boat washes to prevent the
spread of aquatic invasive
species. The grant, through
New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation,
provided funds for stewards at
three boat launches—
Cooperstown, Springfield
Landing, and Canadarago. In
addition, the boat wash station at Cooperstown continued
operating, and was joined by
the opening of a portable station at Canadarago Lake this
year. This program not only
helps keep our waterways
clear of new invasions, It helps
keep the invasive species already in our lakes from reaching someone else's water.

UPPER SUSQUEHANNA
WAT E R S H E D F O RU M
This was the third year of the
Upper Susquehanna Watershed Forum and it was back
at SUNY Oneonta. OCCA was
part of the planning team led
by the New York League of
Conservation Voters, along
with local partners Otsego
County Soil and Water Conservation District, Otsego
Land Trust, SUNY Oneonta,
Sidney Science Center, Upper
Susquehanna Coalition and
regional partner the Choose
Clean Water Coalition. The
forum was offered free for
attendees who ranged from

practitioners in the field to
concerned citizens. Presentations included a series of talks
focused on local programs, to
Chesapeake Bay-wide information, including funding and
New York’s role in watershed
planning. An agricultural panel
provided information on the
impacts, benefits, and status
of agricultural trends in the
watershed. The forum will
move to the Binghamton area
in 2019, but OCCA will still be
involved in planning , so stay
tuned if you would like to attend next year’s event.
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C I T I Z E N M O N I TO R I N G
In 2018 we marked one
year of data collection at
nine stream sites around
the county. With 25 volunteers, including three
schools (Cooperstown, Morris and Milford), the team
was able to collect over 600
data points about the water
quality conditions of our
waterways. These data are
being shared through our
partnership with the Alliance
for Aquatic Resource Monitoring and the Chesapeake
Monitoring Network that
includes water quality stations in all seven Chesapeake Bay states and the
District of Columbia. The
data will be used to help
inform decisions regarding
the health of the Chesapeake Bay and particularly

the Upper Susquehanna
watershed. Our data are
also being used by local
partners such as the Otsego
County Soil and Water Conservation District for help
with watershed planning
and determining priority
sites for restoration in the
Butternut Creek watershed.
Data collected this year
showed that our creeks are
relatively healthy with good
oxygen levels and water
clarity and low nutrient levels. In 2019 we hope to
expand our efforts to include benthic macroinvertebrate (or small critters that
live on the bottom of the
stream) monitoring to help
give a better overall picture
of the health of our stream
ecosystems. If you are inter-

ested in becoming a citizen
scientist contact Leslie Orzetti at director@occainfo.org. For more
information on the program

B I O LO G I C A L F I E L D S TAT I O N
This year OCCA sponsored
two interns at the SUNY
Oneonta Biological Field
Station. Haley Brown, from
SUNY Brockport worked on
two research projects during the summer program
entitled: “Monitoring the
efficacy of EarthTec®QZ
free copper concentrations
on adult zebra mussel
(Dreissena polymorpha)
mortality”; and “Preliminary
evaluation of using optical

brighteners as a biomarker
for measuring estrogenic
hormones in the plasma of
common carp (Cyprinus
carpio) at the Cooperstown
wastewater treatment wetland.” Both topics are
timely because of continued
fouling by zebra mussels at
water treatment facilities,
and increasing recognition
of the impacts of hormone
inputs into our waterways
from both human and agri-

cultural sources.
The second OCCA sponsored intern, the Mecklenburg Fellow, named for
OCCA founder, Frederick
Mecklenburg, was Lauren
Saggese from Milford Central School who was part of
the summer monitoring
crew on Otsego Lake. Her
portion of the study was
examining chlorophyll a
concentrations. Lauren

and data trends, see our
website at
www.occainfo.org/citizenscience.

was also part of a study
gathering baseline data on
the invasive rusty crayfish
in the Susquehanna River.
OCCA has been sponsoring
interns at the Biological
Field Station since the
early 1970’s and will continue to do so with funds
from the Harman Endowment. For more information on OCCA’s interns,
visit:
www.occainfo.org/ SUNYBF
SInterns.

W AT E R S H E D P L A N N I N G
If one were to wander
around Otsego County,
they would cross 44 small
watersheds. Each of these
have their own ecological,
environmental, chemical,
and land-use characteristics that make them
unique. These watersheds
do not care about societal
boundaries—often crossing
town, village, and city
boundaries. The complex
nature of these water-

sheds, coupled with the
fact that each municipality
in Otsego County has their
own set of regulations that
govern them, creates a
need to establish a unique
approach to watershed
planning.
Watershed planning can
be thought of as an approach to understanding
the water supply and water
quality characteristics of a

given watershed. This understanding sets a course for
identifying strategies that
will improve both the management of water supply
and quality.
Heading into 2019, OCCA
will be working to solidify
partnerships with the Otsego County Soil and Water
Conservation District and
the SUNY Oneonta Biological
Field Station. These partnerships will help OCCA begin

the process of developing
watershed management
plans that will protect water supply and quality moving forward.
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C I RC U I T R I D E R
P L A N N E R P RO G R A M
Otsego County has 34 municipalities: 24 towns, nine
villages, and one city, none
with a full-time planner on
staff. To fill that need,
OCCA’s Circuit Rider Planner
Program provides them with
low-cost planning services
on everything ranging from
the review of Zoning Laws to
the preparation of Comprehensive Plans.
This year, OCCA worked with
the Town of Maryland as it
sought to update its 2008
Comprehensive Plan, with
the Town of Edmeston on
their zoning regulations, and
pitched the program to the
Towns of Otsego, Oneonta,

and Gilbertsville.
OCCA has also begun working with environmental advocacy groups. The environmental review of large-scale
development projects can
often be contentious. OCCA
assists advocacy groups by
ensuring that discourse between local governments,
developers, and activists
remain civil and based in
fact.
Heading into next year, OCCA
will establish new relationships with municipalities and
serve advocacy groups when
possible throughout the
county and beyond our borders.

SEQR TRAINING
The New York State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA) represents one of
the most effective environmental protection tools available to the public. If used
effectively, SEQRA can
greatly improve the social,
economic, and environmental qualities of a certain
application.
In 2017, OCCA started providing trainings on SEQRA

for municipal officials,
through a grant from the
Community Foundation of
South Central New York.
These trainings are designed
to facilitate an efficient environmental review process
while ensuring that key natural resources are protected. In
2019, OCCA will look to expand its SEQRA training program to additional municipalities throughout the county.

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING
Comprehensive plans represent a snapshot of a given
municipality and a guide for
what the municipality would
like to look like in the future.
In March 2018, OCCA, in
partnership with the Town of
Maryland, embarked upon
the update of the Town’s
2008 Comprehensive Plan.
Throughout 2018, OCCA and
the Town of Maryland gathered data, engaged the public, and began writing the
draft plan.
The Plan has three core

purposes: 1) to provide a
data-driven assessment of
the Town’s economic and
social characteristics; 2) to
promote inclusion in local
planning processes; and 3)
to identify grounded, achievable policy recommendations
for the Town to implement. If
things proceed smoothly, the
plan will be completed in
2019.
If you know a municipality
who needs help in this endeavor, have them contact
OCCA at 607-547-4488.
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A G R I C U LT U R E
As a planner, one often
wonders “now that I got a
plan adopted, what do I
do?” In September 2017,
the Otsego County Board of
Representatives adopted
the 2017 Otsego County
Agriculture and Farmland
Protection Plan. The Plan
identified a series of priority projects ranging from
assisting farmers with marketing efforts to creating a
one-stop shop for agricultural data.
OCCA and our partners
have hit the ground running
to implement the Plan. In
January 2018, OCCA and
several other agricultural
agencies created the Otsego County Ag & Farmland

AND

FARMLAND PLANNING

Protection Plan Implementation Committee (AFPPIC).
The Committee’s first task
was to hire an implementation specialist to oversee
plan implementation. In
May 2018, the AFPPIC
worked with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schoharie and Otsego Counties
to hire former Otsego 2000
Farm Market Manager,
Shannon Kirch. Shannon
worked tirelessly to facilitate relationships with local
schools, facilitate the marketing of local food, and to
create a public image for
the plan called “Farm,
Source, Thrive Otsego.”
More specifically Kirch
worked with the Otsego
Land Trust to lay the

groundwork for applying for
funding to help dairy farmers conserve their land and
transition out of dairy production and worked with an
app developer to create
“Source Otsego,” an app
that easily connects buyers
and sellers of locally produced food. Kirch left the
position in September
2018. The Committee will
be hiring the next Specialist
in November. Stay tuned
for more exciting developments as the committee
and the new specialist continue to implement the plan
and preserve Otsego
County’s agricultural way of
life.

C O L L A B O R AT I V E P RO G R A M M I N G
Collaboration is the key to
success! In this spirit, OCCA
has been working with several partners in the past
year to bring valuable programs to Otsego County
residents. Some of the projects we have collaborated
on include environmental
education, ag and farmland
protection, citizen science,
trail enhancement, energy
and watershed planning,
and recycling. Our partners
are many and varied and

include local governments,
Chambers
of Commerce,
and other
non-profit
organizations, all
with a
sense of
pride for
and commitment to
protecting
Otsego

ENERGY PLANNING
Energy governs many aspects of our day-to-day life.
Activities that we take for
granted, like turning on a
light, heating our homes, or
brushing our teeth requires
energy in some form. Otsego County cannot function without a reliable energy infrastructure for our
homes, businesses and
future economic development needs. OCCA is advocating for a smart energy

future that will rely more
heavily on renewable
sources and energy efficiency. To do this, we must
plan for the generation,
transmission, and distribution of energy, a challenging
proposition which includes
a number of different players, each with different
points of view. Energy plans
rely on input from utilities,
grid operators, municipal
officials, and the business

County’s natural resources.
Some of our
partners from
2018 include:
Otsego Land
Trust, Otsego
2000, Otsego
County Soil and
Water Conservation District,
Butternut Valley Alliance,
Mohican Farm/
The Clark Foundation, Clark

“Nature is painting for
us day after day,
pictures of infinite
beauty”
John Ruskin

Sports Center, Otsego
County Planning and Solid
Waste, Village of Cooperstown, City of Oneonta,
SUNY Oneonta Biological
Field Station, Morris, Cooperstown and Milford Central Schools, Otsego
County Chamber of Commerce, Otsego County Intergovernmental Affairs
Committee, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Otsego/Schoharie Counties,
and the Delaware Otsego
Audubon Society.

community to name a few
stakeholders.

ing an energy planning
framework. OCCA was asked
to serve on the leadership
People in Otsego County are committee that is laying the
thinking about this now. In
groundwork and doing the
June, OCCA was asked to join background research needed
the Otsego County Chamber to recruit additional stakeof Commerce Energy Comholders and develop a framemittee. This committee has
work for a county-wide enbeen researching all energy
ergy plan. Moving forward,
options and educating busiOCCA looks forward to worknesses about these options
ing with the county as we
for their future planning. In
plan our energy future.
October, the Otsego County
Board of Representatives
began the process of creat8 ● OCCA | 2018 Annual Report
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On August 11 this year
OCCA had a grand celebration at Mohican Farm, site of
the old Spaulding mansion
and gardens to celebrate 50
years of natural resource
conservation success in
Otsego County. Party goers
were treated to the beautifully restored gardens, the
musical stylings of the Angus Mackie Trio, and fine
food and beverage provided
by L.M. Townsend Catering.
A photo montage played
throughout the evening reminding party goers of why
OCCA has been a success
over all these years. From
our humble beginnings in
the back room of and Oneonta restaurant where Frederick Mecklenburg had a
vision to protect the land, air
and water resources and the
rural character of the county
OCCA has grown to be a
multifaceted conservation
organization. While priorities have varied over the
years depending on the governance of the organization,
one theme has always rang
true, the responsible protection of resources and education of the public to help in
that effort.
The 70’s were a growing
and organizing decade
where the all volunteer
board was tasked with determining the direction of
OCCA and begin to organize
efforts to carry out programming. Many of the programs
that OCCA still support
started in the 1970’s including sponsoring campers at
Department of Environmental Conservation youth
camps, supporting interns at
the SUNY Oneonta Biological Field station and being a
voice for and supporter of
Otsego Lake, and forming
critical partnerships with
Otsego County government
and SUNY Oneonta.
In the 1980’s OCCA continued partnering with the
county on solid waste and

recycling issues and started
a long-standing partnership
with the Otsego County Soil
and Water Conservation
District (OCSWCD). It was
during this time that OCCA
started ramping up its efforts in environmental education and environmental
policy and planning. As part
of environmental education
and getting our citizens outside, OCCA helped develop
trails at the La Cava nature
center and volunteer based
invasive species eradication
program that started with
water chestnut. The first
conservationist of the year,
Frederick Mecklenburg , was

in the first Household Hazardous Waste Day. Since
then, the event has grown to
two sites over multiple days
with recycling of everything
from household electronics
to unwanted prescriptions to
old paint. It was during the
1990’s that OCCA partnered
with OCSWCD and the Natural Resource Conservation
Service to help get agricultural best management
practices on the land to help
preserve clean water in the
county.
Given the groundwork laid in
the first three decades of
dedicated and volunteer
board and staff, the 2000’s

recognized during the 1989
annual dinner for his
achievements and dedication to OCCA and preserving
natural resources in Otsego
County. The program still
exists today, and we have
celebrated over 20 different
people for achievements
ranging from environmental
education to bird conservation.
The 1990’s saw growth in
environmental planning and
lake management efforts.
The organization also continued and grew programming
with recycling and solid
waste by partnering with
Otsego County to help with
outreach and participation

have continued efforts in
solid waste management,
environmental education,
land and water protection,
invasive species management, and sound land use
planning. It was during this
time that OCCA began hiring
staff to support a director
hired in the late 1990’s.
With a paid staff, OCCA has
been able to carry out more
programming and help more
local jurisdictions that ever
before. Earth Festival, the
county-wide festival to celebrate natural resources began in 2005 with a small
group of dedicated volunteers and the Wildlife Learning Company, and has since

grown to include over 40
vendors and exhibitors and
over a thousand visitors
during a now, 2-day event.
In 2012, OCCA hired its first
environmental planner who
has helped more than half
of the towns and villages in
Otsego County as well as the
county itself with planning
needs including the current
Agriculture and Farmland
Protection Plan and most
recently serving on the first
county-wide energy taskforce to help plan for a
sound energy efficient future.
Whatever the program,
wherever we are, you can

bet that OCCA is making a
positive impact in the community and advocating for
the protection of Otsego
County, the place we all call
home. We follow the proud
tradition of those who have
laid the groundwork before
us, and will continue to be
stewards of our environment
by being true to our mission
of promoting the appreciation and sustainable use of
Otsego County’s natural
resources through education, advocacy, resource
management, research
planning and practice.
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F I N A N C I A L D I S C LO S U R E S
Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Activities

Year Ending December 31, 2017

January 1— November 15, 2017

Assets

Income
Current Assets

Cash

$172,925

Cash—Board designated endowment

$2,839

Grants

Direct Public Support

$15,028.45

Fundraising Event Income

$10,479.63

Contracts

$15,867.95

$13,064

Grants and Awards

$226,387.29

Unconditional promises to give

$2,653

Investment Income

$18,344.37

Prepaid expenses

$4,396

Reimbursed Expenses

Total current assets

$502.62

$195,877

Total Income

$287,610.31

Other Assets
Property and Equipment (depreciation)
Investments

$1,802
$242,038

Investments—
Board designated endowment
TOTAL ASSETS

$41,535
$481,252

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities
Accounts payable

$13,064

Payroll liabilities

$3,714

Total current liabilities

$16,778

Net Assets
Unrestricted

$390,659

Board designated for endowment

$44,374

Board designated for EQIP

$11,190

Total unrestricted net assets

Expenses
Personnel

$165,730.37

Intern Stipends

$2,250.00

Professional Fees

$8,122.50

Operating Expenses

$23,328.30

Marketing/Publishing

$3,448.75

Meeting Expenses

$1,936.22

Travel

$1,605.26

Fundraising

$1,082.97

Project Expenses

$52.981.50
Total Expense

Earth Festival Net Income

258,549.65
$1,496.09

$446,223

Temporarily restricted

$18,251
Total net assets

$464,474

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$481,252

Administration
Administration

10%

Communication and Development

18%

Communication and
Fund Development
Education/Outreach

Education and Outreach

23%

Research and Management

31%

Policy and Planning

18%

Research/Management
Policy/Planning
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THANKS

TO O U R

BUTTERNUT

Michael & Dawn Altschuler
Sandy & Mark Andrews
Jason Antrosio
Velma Armstrong
Michael & Stephanie Bauer
Ruth Berry
Mary & George Bonczek
Scott Brady
Patty Brayden
Carly Rae Carillo
Tom & Kathy Chase
Peter & Vivienne Clark
Judith & Kip Coburn
Sarah Coney
Dan & Andrée Conklin
Simon & Eileen Conway
David Cox
Nicholas Cunningham
Kathleen & David Curley
James & Deborah Dalton
John Davis
Kathryn Demby
Bonnie Desjardins
Kurt Ofer & Theresa Drerup
Phyllis Dunning
Douglas & Tracey Eberle
Nancy and Bob Einreinhofer
The Eldred’s
Paul Elkan
Suzanne Evans
Michael Feulner & Patricia Seybolt
Scott Fickbohm
Douglas & Dorothy Fielder
John & Jean Finch
Stan & Joan Fox
Dennis & Linda Frado
Ben & Diana Friedell
James & Victoria Gates
Sheryl Geisler
Bill & Cynthia Goertemoeller
Patrick Gurian
Ann & Paul Hager
Meg Kiernan & Michael Hodgman
Thomas Hoffmann
Mary Hoose
David Hutchison
Hollie Jaffe
Connie & Mike Jastremski

D O N O R S ( T H RO U G H N OV . 1 2 0 1 8 )
Howard Joseph
Jane Johngren
Donald Kennison
Steve & Patricia Kent
Pamela Key
Deborah Krol
Linda Kulp
Christina Labarre
D.J. LaDuke
Richard Lee
Flo Loomis
Ellen Luchsinger
Hugh MacDougall
Debra Mack
Donna Bailey-Mackie & Angus Mackie
Roger & Carla MacMillan
Herman Markert
Dale & Iva Mayne
Megan Irving & Chad McEvoy
Joseph & Martha Membrino
Polly Messenger
Joan Morse
Phyllis Newell
Adam & Paula Niebanck
Jeffrey & Susan O’Handley
Keith & Amy Parr
George Peck & Patricia Langan
Tim Pokorny
Janet Potter
Steven Prada
John Robinson
Tom Rom
Susan Rosengrant
Beth Rosenthal
Bruce Shultis
Lester Sittler
Bob & Katy Smith
Michael Stolzer
Suzanne Summers
Robert Sutherland
David & Karin Svahn
Robert Thomas
Joanne Tobey
Jerry & Michelle Townsend
Lucy Townsend
Peter & Shelley Wallace
Kenneth Wayman
Deni Wicks
Alex Wright
Kiyoko Yokota

PINE
Bruce & Diane Aaronson
Eiden Bierney
Andrew Blum
Sandra Bright
K. Wayne Bunn
Mark Delaney
Donald & Ann Eberle
Paul Mendelsohn & Ilse Funk
Douglas Geertgens
Mercedes & Stephen Gotwald
Kevin Grady
Rebecca Gretton
Les Grummons
Bill & Barbara Harman
Jim & Cindy Hill
Brekke Holub & Eamonn Hinchey
J. Taylor Hollist
Joe and Jane Homburger
Thomas & Susan Horack
Jim & Cathy Howarth
Elizabeth Imholz
Kim Jastremski
Jim Jordan
Marion Karl
Charles & Ann Kelly
Bruce Kramer and Laura Kilty
Adrian and Antoinette Kuzminski
James LaCava
Yukiko Lapin
Harry & Ellen Levine
Carol Malz
Thomas & Barbara Matteson
Herbert & Mary Marx
Finn Jenson & Rosemary McCabe
John & Susanna Membrino
Tom & Alison Novack
Ric & Molly Olandt
Patricia Orzetti
Kathryn Ferarra & Guy Panzer
Maureen Parsons
Tami & Mike Pelcer
Hudi Podolski
Emily & Scott Rader
Rachel Rhodes
William and Mickie Richtsmeier
Giles Russell
Warren & Jane Ryther
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MAPLE

CHERRY

PINE, CONTINUED

Kathryn Allen
Andrea Armstrong
Peter Arquin
Constance Brown
Martha Clarvoe
William & Violetta Elsey
Thomas Ferrigno
Shelley Gallagher
Bonnie Hoffmann
Tom & Julie Huntsman
Michael Kehoe
Jack & Sue LaBudde
Barbara Spooner
Maryann Armstrong & Angelika von
Wahl
Leon & Lucille Wiggin
Steven Zerby

Nettie Scarzafava
Lisa Schweinfurth
Sarah Seaver
Alice Siegfried
Anna Stave
Dan & Theresa Sullivan
Patricia Szarpa
Ann Swejbka
Paul & Connie Tedesco
Pat Thorpe
Linda Tuller
Ellen Weir
Caleb Wertenbaker
Patricia Weyland
Hilda and Sam Wilcox

OAK

CHESTNUT

Diane Graf
Rich McCaffery
Donna & James Vogler

GRANTS
Alex’s Bistro
Alpern Foundation
Andela Tool & Machinery
Benson Real Estate Agency
Butternut Valley Alliance
Canoe and Kayak Rentals and Sales
Casella Waste Systems
Central NY Mobile Marketing
Central New York Tents
Central New York Mobile Marketing
Community Bank
Cooperstown Distillery
Cooperstown Dreams Park
Cooperstown Junior High Student Government
Cooperstown Natural Foods
Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society
First Presbyterian Church of Cooperstown

Eva Davy
Gemma Hall
Katharine Lloyd
Chris Maryanopolis
William Ralston
Aviva Schneider & Peter Regan
Henry & Rebecca Weil
Linda Wilcox
Douglas & Cheryl Zamelis

Doug & Ginny Hastings
Ed & Vicky Lentz

AND

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Five Star Subaru
FJC
Hopeful Hearts Community
Hyde Bay Beach Club
Mostert, Manzanero, & Scott, LLP
NY Council of Nonprofits
NY State Department of Environmental
Conservation
New York Energy Research & Development Authority
NYCM Insurance
Oneonta Federated Garden Club
Otsego 2000
Otsego County Chamber of Commerce
Otsego County NYSARC Inc.
Otsego County Intergovernmental Affairs Office
Otsego County Soil and Water Conserva-

tion District
Otsego Lake Association
Otsego Land Trust
Phi Kappa Psi
Planet Green
Redpoint Builders, LLC
Revolution Solar
Rotary Club of Cooperstown
The Scriven Foundation
Sidney Federal Credit Union
Smith Ford Cooperstown
Solstice
Stewart’s Foundation
The Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital
Tianaderrah Foundation
Tip Top Clean
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C H E E R S TO O U R V O LU N T E E R S !
Volunteers are essential to many of our projects. From invasive species eradication to our citizen science stream
monitoring program, none of this valuable work would get done without an army of volunteers. Among the many
projects volunteers helped us accomplish this year were: Household Hazardous Waste Day; highway clean-up; totebag making; Earth Festival; invasive species; and citizen science stream monitoring. Thank you for all your hard
work!
Kimberley Adee
Garrett Aikens
Devin Alger
Jaileen Reyes Bances
Ron Bishop
George Bonczek
Ciska Bosua
Anji Brightman
Caroline Brightman
Julia Brightman
Sarah Brightman
William Brightman
Keith Brunstad
Ed Bugel
Emily Cannillo
Erica Capuana
Catherine Carney
Natalie Chicorelli
Martha Clarvoe
Skylar Claud
Andrée Conklin
Bonnie Conrow
Jaclyn Courter
Nicole Curley
Marly Davies
Eva Davy
Jay Deitchman
Jonathan Deitchman
Logan Dunham
Jill Eichler
Gabbi Eklund
Scott Fickbohm
Ryan Field
DJ Fields
Michael Forster
Jacob Forster
Karey Foster
Kayla Francis

Ethan Franklin
Nathan Funk
JoAnn Gardner
Adam Gartung
Jason Gierer
Jack Gollhofer
Mady Gollhofer
John Gourlay
Heather Grant
Becky Gretton
Carmen Greenwood
Blake Guzy
Cooper Guzy
Devon Guzy
Suzanne Guzy
Bill Harman
Toby Harmon
Les Hasbargan
Karen Havens
Rebecca Hearn
Cindy Hill
Jim Hill
Jeffrey Heilveil
Eamonn Hinchey
Kayla Hoffman
The Hoogterp Family
Dottie Hudson
Liz Ilarrza
Julie Janes
Rod Jones
Delsy Joya-Reyes
Maria Kaltenbeck
Jonathan Kapczak
Mary Keefe
Steve Kent
Trish Riddell Kent
Rachel Kesner
Jack Knapp

Ethan Koch
Tyler Kopp
Christina LaBarre
Sue Labudde
Kelly Langone
Loverte Larkai
Ed Lentz
Vicky Lentz
Dane Manhey
Patrick Marrone
Herb Marx
Rich McCaffery
Sara McCaffrey
Aaron McNamara
Hunter McRee
Polly Messenger
Brigid Meyers
Hannah Millias
Esther Miller
Daphne Monie
Anthony Morano
Finn Morgan
Matt Murphy
Liza Mundy
Don Mundy
Thaison Nguyen
Gail Norris
Theresa Oellrich
Angelica Palmer
Amy Parr
Keith Parr
Anna Pavelkova
Samantha Pepe
Carol Phelps
Stacy Pinto
Sharon Pickard
Tom Pickard
Bob Pondolfino, Jr.
Carrie Powers

Lou Priem
Bill Ralston
Magali Ramirez
Matthew Randall
Angelika Rashkow
Ian Rehrmann
Diana Reisert
Connor Riley
Katie Robinson
Mandy Robinson
Jonathan Rosenthal
Brian Roser
Peter Rotella
Zoe Rude
Caroline Ruman
Aidan Ryther
Emma Ryther
Charles Scheim
Nancy Seaver
Mike Seneseny
Sean Shannon
Jon Sibinski
Alan Sipple
Silas Sleeper
Vince Stayter
Bob Sutherland
Joe Sweeney
Emily Thresher
Liz Thompson
Gavin Tracy
Mason Valentine
Marty Van Lentenbecker
Donna Vogler
Austin Ward
Marilyn Wayman
Radka Wildova
Alex Wing
Steve Zerby

14 ● O C C A | 2 0 18 A n n u a l R e p o r t

Otsego County
Conservation
Association

P.O. Box 931
Cooperstown, NY
13326
607.547.4488

We’re on the web:
www.occainfo.org

