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Another year has come and 
gone, and OCCA has had 
another year of wonderful 
projects.  Looking back over 
this year, as you can see in 
this annual report, OCCA has 
accomplished even more 
with our numerous walks, 
invasive species eradication 
projects, educational “In the 
know” talks, committee 
work, assistance to commu-
nities with our “Circuit Rider 
Planner Program” and many 
other activities.  Staff, board 
members and volunteers 
have put in an unbelievable 
number of hours of work in 
our continuing efforts to 
make Otsego County one of 
the best places in the world 
to be.  And, as you know this 
is possible thanks to the gen-
erous support from you. 
We are grateful to the many 
donors who have contributed 
to our efforts, whether it was 
with time, money or telling 

others about what we do.  
Your contributions are what 
keep us going, that allow us 
to educate and eradicate, 
lead the walks and arrange 
the talks, plan for the future 
and preserve the beauty 
around us.  We have ex-
panded our efforts over the 
past year and plan on doing 
even more in the future with 
your help. 
Winter has come with a 
blast this year and is na-
ture’s reminder that we 
need to be prepared for a 
lot more work to come, if we 
want Otsego County to re-
main one of the most beau-
tiful places in the state.  We 
still have many challenges 
ahead.  So as we approach 
the seasons of gratefulness 
and giving, please remem-
ber OCCA.  We need your 
continued support to fund 
the projects we have 
planned for the future.   

The end of the year is also 
coming with the news that 
we will be losing our truly 
awesome Executive Direc-
tor, Leslie Orzetti.  It has 
been an absolute pleasure 
to work with her over the 
past few years.  I wish her 
well in her future endeavors 
and will miss her enthusi-
asm and drive.  She has 
made Otsego County a bet-
ter place for us all. 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

N O T E  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  
By:  Leslie Orzetti 
Its been a great ride!  It is 
with bittersweet emotions 
that I am moving on from 
OCCA.  With a move back to 
my Western New York roots, I 
will bring with me a wealth of 
information that I learned by 
being Executive Director of 
this great organization.  Aside 
from the usual duties that 
come with being a director, I 
have had the distinct pleas-
ure of learning from our many 
partners.  What, you may ask, 
have I learned from all of 
you?  I can honestly say, I 
never thought I would know 
so much about agriculture, 
both its impact on the envi-
ronment and economy as 
well as the way of life.  I’ve 
learned that there is more 

that goes into recycling than 
meets the eye, and that we 
should all be working on 
reducing our use of glass, 
plastic and paper instead of 
relying on recycling. I’ve 
learned about our energy 
choices and how they have 
an impact on the planet.  I 
came into this position with 
a fairly good understanding 
of climate change, but was 
used to being able to turn on 
my furnace, dryer, and hot 
water heater without paying 
close attention to where that 
energy source was coming 
from.  I am now more inti-
mately aware of my choices, 
how what I do and advocate 
for indeed has an impact on 
the world around me.  I’ve 
been reminded that action 

on the local level is what 
really impacts the world we 
live in, and that sound 
landuse planning helps us 
all.   

With all this new found 
knowledge and inspiration, I 
have some parting wisdom 
for those working hard to 
protect Otsego County.  YOU 
matter. YOUR choices do 
make a difference. STAND 
FIRM on your beliefs.  
Otsego County is poised for a 
change, and those working 
for that change can make it 
happen.  Be innovative. Take 
a chance.  YOU can make 
this county a truly great 
place to live, work and play. 
Thank you for your support, 
it has been a privilege to be 
part of this community 
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Whether it's snowshoeing to 
the top of South Hill in Riddell 
State Park, paddling down 
Butternut Creek, or exploring 
caves in Van Hornesville, OC-
CA's 2019 nature walk series 
covered a lot of ground. We 
continued our tradition of 
providing a variety of enjoy-
able—and informative!—
experiences in our region's 
beautiful natural landscapes. 
Nearly 200 people joined us 
on eighteen walks this year, 
which occurred in all seasons 
of the year, and were led by 
OCCA staff and volunteers 
who were eager to share their 

passion for and knowledge of 
the natural world with all. 

OCCA offered fifteen environ-
mental education programs 
this year on a variety of top-
ics, including workshops on 
identifying and looking for 
signs of invasive species 
such as hemlock woolly ad-
elgid and spotted lanternfly, 
learning how to identify trees, 
and astronomy. In addition, 
we provided a special pro-
gram for 102 schoolchildren 
from five area schools as 
part of Glimmerglass State 

Park's "Fun & Safety in the 
Great Outdoors" day. Our "Get 
the Kids Out" program suffered 
due to poor weather, but cov-
ered topics such as tree identi-
fication and adaptations. Our 
environmental education pro-
grams included partnerships 
with Catskill Regional Invasive 
Species Partnership (CRISP), 
the New York Flora Association, 
and New York State Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation. 

L E C T U R E  S E R I E S  

NAT U R E WA LK S 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  E D U C A T I O N  

OCCA and Mohican Farm be-
gan the Be Informed Lecture 
Series for the purpose of get-
ting more in-depth on im-
portant environmental topics. 
In 2019, three lectures were 
offered, covering ticks and 
Lyme disease; creating a 
meadow with native wildflow-
ers, and impacts of invasive 
species on our landscape. 
Guest speakers came from 
the Otsego County Health 
Department, SUNY Cobleskill, 
Mohican Farm, SUNY Oneon-
ta Biological Field Station and 

the Ecological Research Insti-
tute. 
In addition to the Be Informed 
series, OCCA staff provided 
lecture programs for a num-
ber of groups throughout the 
county, including the Adiron-
dack Mountain Club, Wood-
side Hall, the Clara B. Welch 
Thanksgiving Home, and Kin-
ney Memorial Library. One 
hundred seventy-five people 
attended OCCA's various lec-
ture programs this year.  



Assets 

$241,173 

$501,572 

 

$456,824 

$501,572 

Income 

$341,654.91 

Expenses 

$330,816.62 
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OCCA has a long history of 
dealing with solid waste is-
sues in our community, in-
cluding helping to establish 
glass, junk mail, and tire 
collection programs in 
Otsego County, educating 
people about the importance 
of recycling and waste reduc-
tion, and the health impacts 
of burn barrels.  We are an 
active participant at Otsego 
County's Solid Waste and 
Environmental Concerns 
Committee.  
With the help of an active 
group of volunteers serving 
on OCCA's recycling commit-
tee, as well as the eager par-
ticipation of the Otsego Coun-
ty community, OCCA contin-
ued to offer avenues to divert 
unusual items from land-

filling. This included collec-
tion of 2000 used tennis 
balls from courts in Cooper-
stown and Oneonta (tennis 
balls were used as a shock 
absorbing underlayer for new 
tennis courts); a used sneak-
er collection; turning used 
pet food bags into reusable 
shopping bags; collecting 
used inkjet cartridges and 
small electronics for recycling 
through Project Green; and 
providing volunteers to assist 
with paint collection and gen-
eral assistance at Otsego 
County's annual Household 
Hazardous Waste Day. 
Partnering with the Otsego 
County Department of Solid 
Waste and Casella Resource 
Solutions, and supported 
with aid from Otsego 2000, 

Otsego Land Trust, and the 
Delaware Otsego Audubon 
Society, OCCA launched the 
Film Plastic Recycling Chal-
lenge in 2019. Thirteen 
schools participated in the 
challenge, which ran from 
January 1 through April 15, 
and collectively diverted 
4000 pounds of plastic bags 
and other film plastics from 
the waste stream. Gil-
bertsville-Mount Upton Ele-
mentary School won a visit 
from the Utica Zoomobile for 
diverting 1382 pounds of 
plastic from the landfill. 
In 2019, OCCA received a 
grant from the Temper of the 
Times Foundation to launch 
"Pack Your Bags", a public 
advertising campaign aimed 
at encouraging the use of 

how Americans are demand-
ing and developing real solu-
tions to climate change.  
Also rounding out the energy 
theme were a variety of ex-
hibitors and vendors pro-
moting energy efficiency and 
alternative energy genera-
tion.   
Other popular events that 
returned were the clothing 
swap organized by Angelica 
Palmer, EcoArt sponsored by 
CANO, and the ever-popular 
recycling collection.  In addi-

Earth Festival celebrated its 
15th anniversary last year 
with great success.  The 
event again attracted over 
1000 people who had the 
opportunity to learn about 
all the great things going on 
in Otsego County around the 
protection of the environ-
ment.  This year’s theme 
was “energy”, and to that 
end, Otsego 2000 again 
sponsored our Friday Night 
Movie with Paris to Pitts-
burgh, a film that celebrates 

tion to Styrofoam and paper 
shredding, Casella sponsored 
the collection and transport of 
glass and porcelain to Ruby 
Lake Glass for use in their 
products.  For the first time, 
OCCA volunteers did not need 
to transport Styrofoam out of 
county to be recycled.  The 
Otsego Re-
Use Center 
transported 
the 
Styrofoam to 
their facility 
in Oneonta 
for densifying 

H E AT  S M A R T  OT S E G O 

WA ST E RED U C T IO N 

E A R T H  F E S T I VA L  

Outside of the residential 
focus of the Heat Smart 
Otsego program, a great deal 
of effort was made to recruit 
large commercial entities to 
the Campaign.  A team of 
professionals including 
NYSERDA representatives, 
nationally recognized ground 
source heat pump engineers, 
and an international energy 
investment company visited 
Otsego County twice to meet 
with public and private enti-
ties to discuss large hospital 

conversions and district geo-
thermal projects.  We are 
continuing to work with these 
large users and municipali-
ties to explore these possibil-
ities.   
 
During the second year, HSO 
has continued to explore 
advertising options to direct 
citizens to our website and 
information sessions includ-
ing social media, list serves, 
and local radio advertising.  
We have explored collaborat-

The Heat Smart Otsego cam-
paign completed its first an-
nual campaign at the end of 
May 2019.  A total of 30 out-
reach events were held with 
an estimated total audience 
just over 1600 attendees.  
An additional 381 house-
holds were solicited via email 
to participate in Heat Smart 
Otsego based on historical 
participation in the Green  
Jobs-Green New York resi-
dential energy audit program.  

the Styrofoam to be sold for 
recycling into new products.  
All told, recycling efforts col-
lected more than a ton of 
material that was kept out of 
landfills. 

We’re excited to start plan-
ning this year’s festival to be 

held on April 18 at 
Milford Central 
School.  Come be 
part of the planning 
team! 

ing with installer partners to 
bring NYSERDA funding to 
help defray advertising costs, 
and have applied for funding 
to help defray the costs of 
clean heating technology for 
low to moderate income 
homes in Otsego County.   Be 
on the lookout for more 
presentations, home tours, 
and guest columns in local 
papers regarding benefits of 
clean heating and cooling. 

reusable bags over single use 
plastic or paper shopping bags. 
The campaign involved 12 
weeks of print advertisements 
in area newspapers, along with 
daily advertisements on local 
radio stations. Prior to the 
launch and after the conclu-
sion of the advertising cam-
paign, OCCA volunteers ob-
served shopper behavior at 
area retail stores to determine 
if and by how much use of 
reusable bags changed. The 
post-campaign survey numbers 
have not yet been finalized. 
With a theme in 2020 regard-
ing “reduction”, OCCA will con-
tinue our efforts to educate the 
public on waste reduction, and 
how to reduce their carbon 
footprint on the landscape.  



Driving south down I-88 
near the Town of Worcester, 
you will see a nondescript 
sign welcoming you to the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
You may think, “Wait, isn’t 
the Chesapeake Bay in Mar-
yland?” Stretching over 400 
miles across six states and 
the District of Columbia, the 
Chesapeake Bay water-
shed’s headwaters are lo-
cated in Otsego County—
Otsego Lake to be exact.  
The Chesapeake Bay is gov-
erned by a Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) set by the 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. This can be 
thought of as a pollution diet 
for the Chesapeake Bay. The 
TMDL governs how much 
nitrogen, phosphorous, and 
sediment can enter the 
Chesapeake Bay while still 
meeting minimum water 
quality standards. Each 
state including the District of 
Columbia, is mandated to 
reduce the amount of nitro-
gen, phosphorous, and sedi-
ment that the waterbodies 
in their jurisdictions carry 
into the Bay. This can be 
achieved through a number 
of strategies, many of which 
are included in each state’s 
Watershed Implementation 

Plan. This document de-
scribes how each state will 
achieve their respective re-
duction targets and who will 
be responsible for making it 
happen.  
As we are at the headwaters 
of a nationally significant 
estuary, OCCA has been 
working hard to raise aware-
ness about the importance of 
preserving the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed. In 2019,  
OCCA was designated to be 
the New Your Outreach Lead 
for the Choose Clean Water 
Coalition. We worked with 
state and regional agencies 
to strengthen New York’s 
Phase III Watershed  
Implementation Plan and to 
organize the Upper Susque-
hanna Watershed Forum. 
OCCA Environmental Planner 
Danny Lapin serves on the 
Chesapeake Bay Local Gov-
ernment Advisory Committee, 
a sub-committee of the Ches-
apeake Bay Program. Head-
ing into 2020, OCCA plans to 
continue its role as New York 
Outreach Lead for the 
Choose Clean Water Coalition 
and advocate for clean water 
for all. 

In its new role at the NY Out-
reach lead of the Choose 
Clean Water Coalition, OCCA 
was the lead planner for the 
4th annual Upper Susque-
hanna Watershed Forum.  
This year’s forum was held at 
the Center of Excellence at 
Binghamton University.  With 
over 100 in attendance, par-
ticipants learned about cur-
rent research efforts, innova-
tive conservation practices, 
partnerships, and the value 
of good communication to 
promote land and water 
preservation in the headwa-

ters of the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed.  The forum was 
intended to educate policy 
makers, citizens, and practi-
tioners in the field on imple-
menting the new Phase III NY 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Implementation Plan.  With 
challenging water quality tar-
gets that need to be met to 
help restore not only the Ches-
apeake Bay, but also our own 
waterways, it is imperative that 
everyone is aware of and un-
derstands their responsibility 
to help improve our water qual-
ity across the watershed. 

CH E S A P E A K E  BAY  

U P P E R  S U S Q U E H A N N A  
WAT E R S H E D  F O R U M  
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Creeks.  Cherry Valley Creek 
has been adopted by the 
Citizen Science Monitoring 
class at the Cooperstown 
Graduate Program and is 
being hosted by the Otsego 
Land Trust.  We’re thankful 
for this innovative three-way 
partnership. For more infor-
mation or to become a moni-
tor, see our website at 
www.occainfo.org/citizen-
science. 
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What a great year of stream 
monitoring we had!  With a 
dedicated group of stream 
monitors, we have collected 
over 1000 data points on 
the health of our streams. 
We’re happy to report that 
the streams we have sam-
pled have good water quality 
with little to no nutrient load-
ing, and water clarity (a sur-
rogate for the amount of 
sediment in a stream) is 
great.  Even during high flow 
events, our data show good 
water quality across the 
nine sites we sampled. 
New this year was benthic 
macroinvertebrate sam-
pling. Our intrepid volun-
teers donned their waders 

and thinking caps to learn 
this new sampling protocol to 
collect “nature’s water quality 
indicators,” the tiny creatures 
without a backbone that live 
on the bottom of our 
streams.  As any good fly-
fisherperson will tell you, the 
more diversity of bugs living 
on the bottom of your stream, 
the better the water quality, 
and the more trout you will 
have.  Volunteers from Elk, 
Oaks, Butternut, White’s, and 
Red Creeks collected these 
samples and found that there 
was abundant and diverse 
life, and those critters be-
longed to the orders of organ-
isms that are not or moder-
ately tolerant to pollution.  

These data are being 
shared with the Chesa-
peake Monitoring Net-
work along with our 
water quality data to 
help scientists and 
policy makers make 
better informed deci-
sions when it comes to 
setting clean-up goals and 
policy when it comes to pro-
tecting our waterways.  
In more exciting news, our 
current group of volunteers 
have signed on for another 
year of data collection which 
will allow us to have four 
years of continuously moni-
tored creeks, certainly a boon 
to Otsego County!  We are 
also happy to report signing 
on two new monitoring teams 
at Herkimer and Cherry Valley 

Bridget Walker, a Biochemis-
try major from LeMoyne Col-
lege, was also sponsored by 
the OCCA as the Rufus J. 
Thayer Intern in the Aquatic 
Sciences. She conducted 
water quality monitoring, fo-
cusing on coliform bacteria 
concentrations, in Otsego 

Madilyn Sausville, a Biology 
major from SUNY Oneonta, 
held the Biology Department 
Internship. Supported by OC-
CA, she worked under the 
guidance of Paul Lord and 
Holly Waterfield on phospho-
rus release from cut Eurasian 
milfoil stems.  

Lake’s watershed. 

Aidan Neer, of Sydney High 
School, was also supported by 
OCCA. He held a F.H.V. Meck-
lenburg Conservation Fellow-
ship continuing our long-term 
monitoring on the upper Sus-
quehanna River. Also, under 

I N VA S I V E  S P E C I E S  

C I T I Z E N  MO N I T O R I N G  

B I O L O G I C A L  F I E L D  STAT I O N  I N T E R N S  

sponse project focused on 
European frog-bit, an inva-
sive aquatic plant first found 
in Otsego County in 2018 in 
Silver Lake in New Berlin. 
OCCA's Invasive Species/
Education Intern, Mary Keefe 
surveyed a number of water 
bodies in the county over the 
course of the summer. Thus 
far, frog-bit has only been 
found in one additional water 
body in the county, Clarke 
Pond in Springfield. Follow-
ing its discovery, a hard-
working team of volunteers 
spent several hours scouring 
the pond and removing the 
plants, helping keep this 
noxious species from spread-
ing into Otsego Lake. 
DEC funds are also allowing 

us to continue removing 
water chestnut at Goodyear 
Lake, a project begun in 
2005 with the Goodyear 
Lake Association. In 2019, 
OCCA, with the help of 11 
volunteers, removed 325 
pounds of water chestnuts in 
two days. DEC funds also 
supported water chestnut 
removal at Silver Lake. Over 
20 volunteers removed more 
than 200 pounds in two 
days there. 
Funding from the Cats-
kill Regional Invasive 
Species Partnership 
(CRISP) allowed OCCA 
to initiate a rapid re-
sponse project target-
ing Japanese angelica 
tree (Aralia elata), an 
invasive tree species 

From "Water Chestnut Day" 
in Otsego Lake to the "Clean, 
Drain and Dry, or Kiss the 
Fish Goodbye" public educa-
tion campaigns, to providing 
funds to support boat inspec-
tions at Canadarago and 
Otsego lakes, to organizing 
scores of volunteers for hand 
pulling of water chestnut at 
Goodyear Lake, OCCA has 
long made fighting invasive 
species a top priority. In 
2019, OCCA received two 
grants that will enable us to 
continue this battle into the 
future. 
A three-year grant awarded 
by New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Con-
servation is supporting an 
early detection/rapid re-

found in Springfield. OCCA 
is working with the property 
owners, the Department of 
Transportation, and SUNY 
Oneonta to document and 
develop a treatment plan 
for the infestation. Site 
treatment will occur in 
spring 2020, and OCCA will 
carefully monitor the site for 
regrowth. 

the direction of Dan Stich, he 
oversaw an effort to compare 
fish diversity with rusty crayfish 
density across the upper Sus-
quehanna River watershed.  



Fondly known within the 
office as the “Travelling 
Roadshow,” OCCA’s Circuit 
Rider Planner Program is 
coming off of another suc-
cessful year. OCCA’s Circuit 
Rider Planner program al-
lows municipalities to re-
tain planning services on 
an as-needed basis at a 
50/50 cost share with a 
reduced rate.  We actively 
work with municipal govern-
ments to develop compre-
hensive plans, review large-
scale development pro-
jects, and review zoning 
and landuse regulations.  
In 2019, OCCA successfully 

developed its first Compre-
hensive Plan for the Town of 
Maryland, which was unani-
mously adopted by the town 
and county, assisted with 
the final review and adop-
tion of the Town of Rich-
field’s Zoning Law, and inter-
acted with municipalities in 
Chenango County for the 
first time.  In addition to 
planning processes that of-
ten extend beyond the adop-
tion of a plan, OCCA offers 
plan implementation assis-
tance to ensure these plans 
do not sit on shelves but are 
living, working documents. 

Since its adoption in 2017, 
OCCA and numerous part-
ners have been hard at 
work implementing the 
Otsego County Agricultural 
and Farmland Protection 
Plan. To implement the 
plan, the Otsego County 
Board of Representatives 
and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Schoharie and 
Otsego Counties partnered 
to hire a point person to 
lead the charge in late 
2018. Since then, Jim Bar-
ber has coordinated work 

among Otsego County’s agri-
cultural organizations to en-
sure that county farmers 
received the help they need-
ed.  
In 2019, he launched an 
online farmers market and 
developed a guide for farm-
ers to identify organizations 
that can meet their needs. 
Heading into 2020, OCCA 
will continue our work on the 
implementation committee 
to protect the county’s pris-
tine agricultural lands.  

SEQR T R A I N I N G  

CI RC U I T  RI D E R 
PL A N N E R  PRO G R A M 

A G  P L A N N I N G  

Environmental reviews of 
development projects can 
often be confusing, frustrat-
ing processes. OCCA’s train-
ings on the New York State 
Environmental Quality Re-
view Act (SEQRA) can help 
officials in local municipali-
ties to fairly and thoroughly 
apply the New York State 
Environmental Quality Re-
view Act to key projects. The 
trainings can be generic or 
tailored to specific projects 

in a given municipality.  
Since the program’s incep-
tion, we have been actively 
revamping the training to re-
flect changes to the regula-
tions made in 2019.  
Our SEQRA trainings can be 
delivered to local government 
officials, community organiza-
tions, and even interested 
members of the public, and 
are eligible for Continuing 
Education Credits.  
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Comprehensive plans are 
foundational documents 
that are intended to guide 
a municipality’s growth 
over a 10-15 year 
timeframe. These plans 
tackle a wide variety of 
planning challenges rang-
ing from transportation to 
economic development. 
Successful comprehensive 
plans are built with exten-
sive public input where 
citizens are empowered to 
take ownership of their 
future. In October 2019, 
OCCA completed the 2019 
Town of Maryland Compre-

hensive Plan. The plan was 
developed in partnership 
with municipal officials and 
dedicated citizen volun-
teers.  
The plan took a snapshot 
of local demographic, so-
cial, economic, and envi-
ronmental conditions with-
in the Town through a se-
ries of maps and graphs. 
The process culminated in 
the identification of eight 
priority projects, 28 goals, 
and 75 policy recommen-
dations spread across 
eight categories. It is im-
portant to note that plans, 

themselves, do not act as 
catalysts for community 
revitalization. Successful 
plans often rely on dedicat-
ed volunteers and local 
government officials to 
carry out a plan’s key ob-
jectives. OCCA will contin-
ue to work with the Town 
of Maryland to serve on 
their implementation com-
mittee and start to get 
funding projects on the 
ground where appropriate. 

gently serving alongside 
Farwell, Kennedy, Oneonta 
Town Supervisor Bob 
Woods, and City of Oneonta 
Engineer Greg Mattice to 
create what is now the 
Otsego County Energy Task-
force.  Made up of four 
working committees, Envi-
ronment, Economic Devel-
opment, Buildings & Effi-
ciency, and Energy Supply & 
Distribution, the taskforce 
has been gathering back-

In late 2018 the Otsego 
County Board of Represent-
atives, through bi-partisan 
action, created the Otsego 
County Energy Taskforce to 
address the mounting need 
to plan for a sustainable 
energy future.  OCCA is one 
of five community leaders 
appointed to the Taskforce's 
Leadership Committee, 
which is chaired by Repre-
sentatives Farwell and Ken-
nedy.  We have been dili-

ground information on Otsego 
County’s current infrastruc-
ture, energy needs, current 
national, state, regional, and 
local legislation, the benefits 
and impacts of different types 
of energy generation, exam-
ples of other jurisdictions 
energy and economic devel-
opment plans, energy efficien-
cy options and different types 
of funding programs available 
for infrastructure and energy 
efficiency upgrades.  The 
working committees meet 
monthly to discuss findings 

W AT E R S H E D  P L A N N I N G  

CO MPR EH EN S I V E  PL AN N ING 

E N E R G Y  P L A N N I N G  

the amount of nitrogen, 
phosphorous and sediment 
that can enter the Chesa-
peake 
Bay 
while 
ensuring 
mini-
mum 
water 
quality 
stand-
ards are met.  
In New York, each Town has 
the ability to regulate land-
use within their borders. 
Each town may regard the 
protection of water quality 

differently and manage their 
water resources according-

ly.  
To ease the 
burden for 
local govern-
ments, OCCA 
began the 
Butternut 
Creek Water-
shed Man-
agement 

Plan process in July 2019. 
This plan is the first stake-
holder-based watershed 
management plan in Otsego 
County. We are working with 

In the environmental world, 
a common refrain used to 
describe watersheds is that 
“watersheds do not adhere 
to societal boundaries.”  
Managing watersheds often 
requires a coordinated effort 
between local governments, 
county, state and federal 
agencies, community 
groups, and the business 
community. Lying at the 
headwaters of the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed, 
Otsego County is governed 
by the Bay’s pollution diet or 
Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL). The TMDL regulates 

“Never doubt that a 
small group of 

thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it is the 

only thing that ever has.” 

Margaret Mead 

the Otsego County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict, the Butternut Valley 
Alliance, the Otsego Land 
Trust, the Otsego County 
Planning Department and 
the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation to develop 
the plan. The goal of the 
project is to develop a re-
gional, stakeholder-based 
watershed management 
plan that will be a model 
for other watersheds in the 
Upper Susquehanna water-
shed, New York’s portion 
of the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. 

and report to the full task-
force during bi-monthly meet-
ings.  Full taskforce meetings 
are open to the public and 
publicly noticed in local pa-
pers. 

OCCA’s role on the leadership 
committee is to be a thought-
ful advocate for the environ-
ment while taking into consid-
eration the needs of the com-
munity.  We are proud to have 
been asked to serve in a lead-
ership capacity on the task-
force. 



EXC E L L E N T YE A R S O F IN T E R N S 
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Olivia Kuss 
At OCCA, Olivia was tasked 
with developing a strategy 
to evaluate the survivabil-
ity of riparian buffers. To 
accomplish this, Olivia de-
veloped a field and office 
protocol for collecting on-
the-ground riparian buffer 
survivability data. Her sec-
ond task with OCCA was to 
learn how to utilize the 
Chesapeake Bay Assess-
ment Scenario Tool (CAST) 
to evaluate the efficacy of 
water quality best manage-
ment practices. Olivia uti-
lized her experience with 
OCCA to land an internship 
at the Otsego County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District in summer 2019.  

Mary Keefe 
Mary Keefe, currently a sen-
ior at SUNY Oneonta, major-
ing in Environmental Sustain-
ability, served as OCCA's first 
Invasive Species/Education 
Intern. Mary's primary re-
sponsibility this summer was 
to search water bodies in the 
county for high priority aquat-
ic invasive species. Working 
with Otsego County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(and former OCCA Planning 
Intern) Intern, Olivia Kuss, 
Mary surveyed all or parts of 
13 different water bodies this 
summer, and discovered frog
-bit—a potentially very de-
structive plant—in Clarke 
Pond, a short distance from 
Otsego Lake. Mary helped 
organize volunteers to search 
for and remove frog-bit from 
Clarke Pond, and she pre-
sented on frog-bit at the an-
nual meeting of the Otsego 
Lake Association.  
In addition to her work on 
aquatic invasive species, 
Mary also organized our 
Chop & Cheese events, which 
made controlling Japanese 
knotweed much more enjoya-
ble, developed a new activity 
for Fun & Safety Day at Glim-
merglass State Park, tireless-
ly promoted our programs 
(even after her internship 
ended), and created a week's 
worth of social media posts 
for Invasive Species Aware-
ness Week.   

Bailey Gano 
Bailey Gano worked with 
OCCA from January to Octo-
ber 2019. She was instru-
mental in assisting OCCA 
staff with lobbying efforts 
associated with the creation 
of the Otsego County Energy 
Taskforce by developing a 
report and proposed govern-
ance structure justifying the 
need for a county-level ener-
gy plan. Bailey then served 
as the New York State Ener-
gy Research and Develop-
ment Authority Clean Energy 
Intern tasked with assisting 
the newly formed Otsego 
County Energy Taskforce. In 
this capacity she gathered 
information on energy policy, 
researched energy plans, 
and aided the Leadership 
Committee as needed. 
In August, Gano was hired as 
OCCA’s first Assistant Plan-
ner. She worked with Envi-
ronmental Planner Danny 
Lapin, AICP, to kick off the 
development of the Butter-
nut Creek Watershed Man-
agement Plan. As Assistant 
Planner, she helped develop 
public engagement materi-
als, presented information to 
municipal boards, collect 
valuable watershed infor-
mation. Gano is now an Envi-
ronmental Analyst with the 
Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.   

Marly Davies 
Marly Davies, Oneonta, 
served as Environmental 
Education Intern in sum-
mer, 2018. Marly jumped 
right into the action, leading 
invasive species education 
programs for over 100 chil-
dren at Fun & Safety Day at 
Glimmerglass State Park. 
During her time with OCCA, 
Marly developed and led 
programs for the Clark 
Sports Center's Kid Zone 
summer camp, as well as a 
special 'Get the Kids Out' 
program in Wilber Park, 
Oneonta. Marly also pulled 
water chestnuts at Good-
year Lake. 
Currently in her junior year 
at St. Lawrence University, 
Marly is majoring in Envi-
ronmental Sociology. Last 
summer, she interned at 
the Adirondack Experience 
Museum in Blue Mountain 
Lake, NY. Marly says, "I 
found myself drawing on 
much of what I learned at 
OCCA about creating and 
running programs for the 
public." Marly is looking 
forward to taking her skills 
on the road by spending the 
spring semester in New 
Zealand. 
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WH E R E  A R E T H E Y  NOW? 

Carl Vricella 
Carl was OCCA’s Environ-
mental Planning Intern 
from January 2017 – May 
2017. Since his internship 
he completed a B.S in En-
vironmental Science from 
SUNY Oneonta, and is cur-
rently finishing a graduate 
certificate in Geospatial 
Science from SUNY Stony 
Brook. He is a student pro-
grammer at Stony Brook 
where he helps create 
online web mapping appli-
cations for faculty. He was 
also recently hired at the 
Public Service Enterprise 
Group as a GIS Analyst. 
OCCA is also sponsoring 
Carl’s graduate research 
project to develop a GIS 
Strategic Plan for Otsego 
County. He states that “the 
internship experience at 
OCCA was a great oppor-
tunity and allowed me to 
get professional GIS/
Geospatial project experi-
ence, which then motivat-
ed me to pursue the field 
as my professional focus.”  

Shane Digan 
Shane is currently a Plan-
ner-Trainee and Recycling 
Coordinator with the 
Otsego County Planning & 
Solid Waste Department. 
He splits his time between 
recycling coordina-
tion/education and plan-
ning. In recycling, he works 
to find markets for materi-
als, inform the County Sol-
id Waste and Environmen-
tal Concerns Committee, 
provide outreach at town 
board meetings, communi-
ty events, festivals, and 
more regarding recycling, 
work with schools to in-
crease recycling education 
with children, and coordi-
nate efforts with local envi-
ronmental groups.  In plan-
ning, he works on review-
ing municipal planning and 
zoning actions, assist in 
applying for grants, provide 
direct support to municipal 
planning boards, create 
maps and guidebooks for 
local municipalities, re-
search energy related mat-
ters, and more. 
Shane states his OCCA 
internship during spring 
semester of his junior year, 
undoubtedly helped pre-
pare him for this job.  “If it 
wasn’t for my OCCA intern-
ship, I’m not sure I would 
have ever known about 
planning as a career op-
tion!” 

Kelsey McKeighan 
Since graduating and leav-
ing OCCA, Kelsey moved to 
Tempe, AZ in March, 2018 
and started work for the 
Arizona Sustainability Alli-
ance as their Adopt-a-Park 
Priority Lead. She organiz-
es and leads park clean up 
events and recruits volun-
teers to identify and moni-
tor invasive plants in the 
Phoenix Parks and Pre-
serves. Since starting with 
the non-profit she has 
been able to work on pro-
fessional growth in grant 
writing, project manage-
ment, volunteer recruit-
ment, environmental edu-
cation, and public speak-
ing. Last year she took a 
few online graduate clas-
ses and received a Gradu-
ate Certificate in Environ-
mental Leadership from 
SUNY ESF in December, 
2018. Personally, she and 
her partner have adopted 
2 rescue dogs, Zuke and 
Mooney and have been 
doing a lot of road trips 
since moving out west in 
their self-converted sprint-
er camper van. Her favor-
ite places so far have been 
Sedona, Moab, and Zion 
and Yellowstone National 
Parks.  

Candace Nicoletti 
Since interning at OCCA, I 
obtained my Masters of 
Environmental Studies 
degree from Dalhousie 
University in Nova Scotia, 
Canada (I’m a dual citi-
zen!). My interest is mainly 
around community health, 
specifically food access. I 
now work at United Way of 
the Dutchess-Orange Re-
gion in Poughkeepsie, 
where I serve as the Com-
munity Impact Coordinator. 
I really enjoy collaborating 
with the Hudson Valley 
community. My experience 
with OCCA was invaluable 
and definitely gave me the 
skills that lead me where I 
am today!  



FI NA N C IA L DI S C LO S UR E S  
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Assets  

Current Assets  

Cash $195,807 

Cash—Board designated endowment $1,865 

Grants $40,219 

Contributions Receivable $1,686 

Prepaid expenses $1,596 

     Total current assets $$241,173 

Other Assets  

Property and Equipment (depreciation) $1,120 

Investments $222,214 

Investments— 

Board designated endowment 

$37,065 

TOTAL ASSETS $$501,572 
  

Liabilities and Net Assets  

Current liabilities  

     Accounts payable $38,719 

     Payroll liabilities $6,029 

     Total current liabilities $44,748 

Net Assets  

     Without donor restrictions $439,645 

     With donor restrictions $17,179 

 Total net assets $$456,824 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $$501,572 

Statement of Financial Position 
Year Ending December 31, 2018 

Statement of Activities 
January 1— November 15, 2018 

Income  

Direct Public Support $17,627.00 

Fundraising Event Income $1,583.75 

Contracts $7,409.20 

Grants and Awards $281,048.41 

Restricted Contributions $2,666.45 

Investment Income $30,770.48 

Reimbursed Expenses $549.62 

Total Income $$341,654.91 

  

Expenses  

Personnel $188,207.98 

Intern Stipends $2,196.00 

Professional Fees $15,800.00 

Operating Expenses $16,798.30 

Marketing/Publishing $1,416.04 

Meeting Expenses $808.25 

Travel $5,852.92 

Donations, Contributions, Gifts $8,350.00 

Project Expenses $91,388.11 

Total Expense $$330,816.62 

  

Earth Festival Net Income $3,512.33 

   

   

Administration   7% 

 

Communication and Development 11% 

 

Education and Outreach  27% 

 

Research and Management  33% 

 

Policy and Planning  22% 



Sandy & Mark Andrews 

Velma Armstrong 

Mary Balantic 

Rob Baum 

Elizabeth Beasley 

Suzie Benner 

Ruth Berry 

Karen Biesanz 

Ann Bower 

Cliff & Patti Brunner 

Ed Bugel 

Brian & Elizabeth Burns 

Jane Busch 

David Caddis 

Dan & Andrée Conklin 

Jim Conway 

David Cox 

Nicholas Cunningham 

Kathleen & David Curley 

John Davis 

Kathryn Demby 

Robert & Ann Dewell 

Jeanne & John Dewey 

David Digan 

Elena Digan 

Shane Digan 

Thomas Digan 

Michael Empey 

Michael Feulner & Patricia Seybolt 

Douglas & Dorothy Fielder 

John & Jean Finch 

Dennis & Linda Frado 

Joseph Gabriel 

Mary Ganio 

Sheryl Geisler 

Bill & Cynthia Goertemoeller 

Mady Gollhofer 

John Gourlay 

Kevin Grady 

Sue Henderson 

George Hovis & Kim Jastremski 

Hollie Jaffe 

Connie & Mike Jastremski 

Fred Johnson 

Gina Keel 

Rachel Kornhauser 

Sheena Kowalski 

Linda Kulp 

Paul Lord 

Hugh MacDougall 

Donna Bailey-Mackie & Angus Mackie 

Roger & Carla MacMillan 

Carol Malz 

Andrew & Melissa Marietta 

Herman Markert 

Alexia Mary 

James & Joann May 

Kathleen & Jerry McAloon 

Rich McCaffery 

Maria McConnell 

Kerry McLaughlin 

Jennifer Medicua 

Karen Mihan 

Kevin Millar 

Eileen Nahman & Tom Tighe 

Adam & Paula Niebanck 

Jeffrey & Susan O’Handley 

B U T T E R N U T  
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Ann Bravin 

Anji Brightman 

K. Wayne Bunn 

Susan Cecula 

Peter & Vivienne Clark 

Peter & Gert Coleman 

Mark Delaney 

P I N E  
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M A P L E  C H E R R Y  

Bruce & Diane Aaronson 
Kathryn Allen 
Andrea Armstrong 
Sandy Bright & Charlie Scheim 
Martha Clarvoe 
Elizabeth Cooper 
Mark Davies & Diana Portalatin 
Eileen Digan 
Carla Hall 
Gemma Hall 
Valmiki Hoffberg 
Dorothy & Charles Hudson 
Tom & Julie Huntsman 
Elizabeth Imholz 
James Jordan 
David & Peg Karl 
Michael Kehoe 
Harry & Ellen Levine 
Merle Myerson 
Bennett Sandler & Monica Brane 
Robert & Karen Schlather 
Dan & Teresa Sullivan 
Alfred Tinger 
 

O A K  
Lou Allstadt & Melinda Hardin 
Eva Davy 
Edward Foreman 
Shelley Gallagher 
Diane Graf 
Ed & Vicky Lentz 
Katherine Lloyd 
Ellen Weir 

G R A N T S  A N D  C O R P O R A T E  S P O N S O R S  
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Eggleston Foundation 
Farm Credit East 
Five Star Subaru 
Goodyear Lake Association 
Holiday Inn Express 
Hyde Bay Beach Club 
Mostert, Manzanero, & Scott, LLP 
NY Council of Nonprofits 
NY State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
NY State Office of Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation 
New York Energy Research & Develop-
ment Authority 
NYCM Insurance 
Otsego 2000 
Otsego County Chamber of Commerce 
Otsego County NYSARC Inc. 
Otsego County Intergovernmental Af-

Alex’s Bistro 
Alpern Foundation 
Benson Real Estate Agency 
BJ’s Wholesale Club 
Bruce Hall 
Catskill Regional Invasive Species Part-
nership 
Casella Waste Systems 
Central New York Tents 
Choose Clean Water Coalition 
Cooperstown Dreams Park 
Cooperstown Junior High Student Gov-
ernment 
Cooperstown Natural Foods 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Sco-
harie and Otsego Counties 
Country Pride Cheese House 
Dave Brandt Chapter Trout Unlimited 
Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society 

fairs Office 
Otsego County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District 
Otsego Lake Association 
Otsego Land Trust 
Price Chopper—Cooperstown 
Price Chopper—Oneonta 
Price Chopper—Richfield Springs 
Rotary Club of Cooperstown 
The Scriven Foundation 
Solstice 
Stewart’s Foundation 
Temper of the Times Foundation 
The Tulip and Rose Café 
The Underground Attic 
Tianaderrah Foundation 
Tip Top Clean 
Walmart Foundation 

P I N E ,  C O N T I N U E D  
Kathryn Laclair 

Yukiko Lapin 
Flo Loomis 
Herbert & Mary Marx 
Finn Jenson & Rosemary McCabe 

John & Susanna Membrino 
Leslie Orzetti 
Patricia Orzetti 
Kathy & Stephen Paranaya 
Janet Potter 
Steven Prada 
E. Louis & Brigitte Priem 
Don & Kathy Raddatz 

William and Mickie Richtsmeier 

Susan Rosengrant 
Nettie Scarzafava 
Deborah Sentochnik 
Amy Stack 
Anna Stave 
Robert Thomas 
Julie Vastine 
Susan Wallace 
Caleb Wertenbaker 
Patricia Weyland 
Deni Wicks 
Tim & Janet Willammee 
 

Keith Brunstad 
Rebecca Gretton 
Sharon & Thomas Pickard 
Hudi Podolsky 
Angelika Rashkow 
Barbara Schaye 
Aviva Schneider & Peter Regan 
Thomas Simpson & Gunleif Jacobsen 
Douglas & Cheryl Zamelis 
Steven Zerby 



CH E E R S  T O O UR VO LU N T E E R S !  
Volunteers are essential to many of our projects.  From invasive species eradication to our citizen science stream 
monitoring program, none of this valuable work would get done without an army of volunteers.  Among the many 
projects volunteers helped us accomplish this year were:  Household Hazardous Waste Day; highway clean-up; tote-
bag making; Earth Festival; invasive species; and citizen science stream monitoring.  Thank you for all your hard 
work! 

Teresa Hoffmeister 
The Hoogterp Family 
Dotty Hudson 
Maria Kaltenbach 
Leena Kanevsky 
Rob Katz 
Jeanine Kazacos 
Stacey Kazacos 
Trish Riddell Kent* 
Steve Kent 
Jess Kerch 
Shelby Kucera 
Mark Kugler 
Antoinette Kuzminski 
Christina LaBarre 
Sue LaBudde 
Ed Lentz 
Vicky Lentz* 
Teresa LaFevre 
Flo Loomis 
Paul Lord 
Herb Marx* 
Carrie Maxian 
John May 
Rich McCaffery 
Sheila McCaskill 
Paul Mendelsohn 
Nicole Miliano 
Sophie Miller 
Daphne Monie 
Finn Monie 
Don Mundy 
Liza Mundy 
Maureen Murray 
Theresa Oellrich 
Kate O'Handley 
Angelica Palmer 

Amy Parr 
Keith Parr 
David Pearlman 
Kathy Peters 
Marianna Pokorny 
Tim Pokorny 
Veronica Pokorny 
Ellen Pope 
Nancy Potter 
Bill Ralston 
James Reardon 
Linda Kent Reese 
Charlie Scheim 
Jan Scrafford 
Sean Shannon 
Dan Snider 
Dan Spada 
Sierra Stickney 
Graham Stroh 
Luis Suatoni 
Bob Sutherland 
Molly Swain* 
Vinny Tesoriero 
Ruey Timberg 
Dave Van Heusen 
Marty VanLentenBecker 
Donna Vogler* 
Kyee Wignall 
Pat Yinkey 
Steve Zerby* 
 

Kimberley Adee 
Christopher Andrade 
Lewis Anthony 
Hali Bedenharn 
Ron Bishop 
Anne Blabey 
Lexi Bloomfield 
George Bonczak 
Gizel Brewer 
Keith Brunstad* 
Ed Bugel 
Tom Chase 
Kathy Chase 
Matt Chisdock 
Martha Clarvoe 
Alex Collum 
Andrée Conklin* 
Jaclyn Courter 
Eva Davy* 
Jay Deitchman 
Jonathan Deitchman 
Sandy DeRosa 
Scott Fickbohm* 
Jack Gollhofer 
Mady Gollhofer 
John Gourlay* 
Kevin Grady 
Heather Grant 
Carmen Greenwood 
Becky Gretton 
Alex Gross 
Melinda Hardin 
Bill Harman* 
Les Hasbargen 
Cindy Hill 
Jim Hill* 
Eamonn Hinchey 
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“Volunteering is the 
ultimate exercise in 

democracy.  You vote in 
elections once a year, but 

when you volunteer, you vote 
every day about the kind of 
community you want to live 

in.” 

- Annonymous 





P.O. Box 931 
Cooperstown, NY 
13326 
607.547.4488 

Otsego County 
Conservat ion 
Association 

We’re on the web: 
www.occainfo.org 


