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By: Donna Vogler
I am the newly installed Board President of
OCCA as of July 2020. While this pandemic year
brought the organization some enormous challenges
to our regular schedules of hikes and
outdoor programming, on the plus side were the
many new opportunities and successes. This issue
conveys a taste of what OCCA accomplished
in perhaps one of the most difficult years in our
history and share with you, the OCCA
community, the same sense of pride in this
organization that I have.
Last spring, our annual EarthFestival celebration, held in April, pivoted from a
gymnasium to virtual events in a matter of weeks. For a conservation organization to
shift to online delivery is like it is said of Ginger Rodgers—it’s not that she danced,
but that she did it backwards and in heels. Taking a digital approach to our education
and outreach, we produced over three dozen programs our community can always
access through our YouTube channel.
Our ability to keep afloat and weather the COVID storm is due in part to several
community outreach contracts such as the NOAA B-Wet program and
Heat Smart Mohawk Valley project. I encourage you to read more about these
programs in this Annual Report. Each of these partnerships were foraged out of
OCCA’s reputation for providing meaningful water quality programing and to link
homeowners, businesses and the agricultural community with real tools to fight
climate change. Protecting our natural resources right here in our communities
also required working with local partners and municipalities virtually.
Some of 2020’s highlights on that front are the Butternut Watershed Plan and in
municipal comprehensive plans including one in our neighboring county. This is an
area in which OCCA is well positioned to expand thanks to our Environmental
Planner, Danny Lapin. Danny’s assistance to our local communities
further contributes to our mission of protecting our most valued resources—our
beautiful lands and waters.
Program Director Jeff O’Handley was one of the fortunate few of the staff to get real
boots on the ground this year—or maybe I should say, hands in the water—with
several invasive aquatic plant surveys and control efforts in our regional lakes and
waterways. The annual weed pulls in Goodyear Lake are some of our region’s best
examples of invasive plant control without chemicals. Jeff was also involved
in county-wide early detection and rapid response to the Japanese Angelica Tree and
European Frog-bit.
The secret to our success comes largely from our active Board of Directors and
our amazing staff. In particular I want to acknowledge our Executive Director, Amy
Wyant. In this, her first full year with OCCA, Amy brought her expertise in clean
water campaigns and her enthusiasm for climate change action and steered us
through a world online. While it is tempting to bid a good riddance to 2020, look
through this 2020 annual report for some good news. As you do so, remember that
it is the support of your donor dollars that makes these things happen. With
your financial support can you imagine what OCCA can do in a year without all we
just went through? Please join us as part of the OCCA community and help us
plan for a better world.

HELLO FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
By: Amy Wyant
For those who I have not met yet: Hello! I am Amy Wyant, the new Executive
Director of the Otsego County Conservation Association. I joined the team in
January of 2020. I come from an entrepreneurial and Clean Energy background.
When I first met with the hiring committee, I knew that this organization was different
and somewhere I really wanted to be. I thought someone like me, who has always
been conservation minded but had spent 17 years in Information Technology and
had only really started working in the Clean Energy sector a few years ago, might
not be what you were looking for, but little did any of us know the world would
change so abruptly and some of those IT skills would come in handy!
Even though this wasn’t the year any of us planned for, 2020 may have been one of
the most developmental years I have experienced to date. Having joined a new
team and taken over a long standing organization like OCCA that had so many
amazing advocacy activities and great programs to learn and promote was only the
starting block for this tumultuous year.
This year showed me OCCA has an amazing staff willing and able to pivot at a moments notice to continue the
mission of protecting our environment. Jeff, Danny and Patricia all took on the challenge of new technology,
changing how we work and making it work no matter what! Not only was the staff amazing at making the
necessary changes to keep us afloat, but the support and flexibility the board provided, from figuring out how we
were going to meet effectively via Zoom to being supportive of new funding opportunities to leading programs,
teaching webinars and so much more, was fantastic.
One of the biggest surprises was you, our OCCA community. The passion and energy you all put into doing your
part, be it at a clean up, invasive spices pull or coming out to learn more about the environment and how to protect
it has inspired me more than you could have imagined.
Thank you to each and every one of you who volunteered, made a donation, joined an online program or liked a
social media post, everything you do, no matter how large or small, is the reason our board and staff put the work
and dedication into this organization.
As we move into 2021, we have some very exciting programs starting that will continue to expand our reach
throughout the region. This includes a program for educators as well as a Clean Energy program for
municipalities. We have high hopes for the coming year and hope you continue to join us in this adventure as we
work to protect our air, land, and water, as well as do what we can to combat Climate Change and create a more
resilient Otsego County.
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2021 NEW PROGRAM
The big news for 2020, OCCA has been awarded
funding through NOAA’s Bay Watershed Education and
Training (B-WET) program for the Chesapeake Bay
Headwaters Educational Ecosystem project. This
three-year partnership between the NOAA Chesapeake
Bay Watershed Education & Training Program and
OCCA builds capacity for environmental literacy and
stewardship of the Chesapeake Bay watershed by
developing support at the district and school level for
the creation and implementation of Meaningful
Watershed Educational Experiences (MWEEs) in
schools across the New York portion of the
Chesapeake Bay watershed. MWEEs are student-led
investigations of local environmental issues that
culminate in a stewardship action project, connecting
students not only to environmental science but also to
civic engagement.
OCCA is building curriculum for digital and in-person
professional development for grade 5-12 science
teachers. The program will include multiple sessions to
train teachers, administrators and others in MWEE
development and implementation; integration of
MWEEs in school curriculum; aligning MWEEs with
current learning standards; and will provide training in a
variety of field techniques teachers need to explore
watershed issues with their students. OCCA aims to
provide professional development and training for over
100 area teachers over the course of the project.

WEBINARS
All in all, OCCA offered, hosted or co-hosted 36 online
webinar/presentations between April and November.
Total, “live” attendance at these programs was 512
individuals. We have learned a great deal about
Zoom and video editing! All of our webinars are
recorded and made available on our YouTube channel
after the fact, so you can watch them anytime. If you
have not had a chance, we recommend taking a look
at some of the programs we put on this year.
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION
OCCA hit the ground walking in 2020 with a snowshoe hike
at the Clark Sports Center, put on for the Cooperstown
Winter Carnival. Sadly, that would be our last in-person
walk for seven months! During the spring months, when
restrictions were tightest, we promoted outdoor activities as
much as possible with our Earth Festival scavenger hunt,
frequent social media postings, and promoting events such
as the Great Otsego Outdoor Challenge.
As restrictions on gatherings eased, we carefully shifted
back into in-person events in fall. To minimize the risk
of virus exposure, we limited attendance, required masks,
followed distancing guidelines, and conducted programs
entirely outdoors. The response to these programs was
quite positive, with over 70 people attending three events.
For our first program of the fall, OCCA Vice President, Jim
Hill took us on a tour of the night sky during Naked Eye
Astronomy. This popular program took place on
a surprisingly chilly September night, but
the clear skies presented us with a magnificent view of
stars, planets, and even a distant galaxy!

Later in September, OCCA and the Butternut Valley Alliance
teamed up for our third Butternut Creek Paddle. A small
flotilla of canoes, kayaks—even a paddleboard—
launched from Gilbertsville. This was the first time we’ve
done this trip in autumn and we’re sure it won’t be the last!
Finally, in October, Leatherstocking Golf
Course Superintendent, Mike O’Neill showed us how
he keeps the golf course green while minimizing use of
water, fertilizers, and pesticides. In addition to learning how
Mike and his crew take care of the course, we were able to
enjoy some beautiful views of the course,
the Otesaga Hotel, and Otsego Lake.
OCCA is grateful to our volunteers and partners who help
with planning, promoting, and leading these walks and
events, and especially to all of you who attend them. We
are planning a full slate of programs for 2021 and look
forward to sharing the wonders of our beautiful environment
with you!

RECYCLING
The pandemic caused the cancellation of two of the largest
recycling events of the year: Earth Festival, where we
typically facilitate the collection of all manner of items, and
Otsego County’s annual Household Hazardous Waste Day,
for which we coordinate volunteers. Despite this, OCCA
continued to promote waste reduction and recycling
through a variety of activities, including:
•

The 2019-20 Plastic Film Challenge, offered in
partnership with the Otsego County Solid Waste
Department. Eight participating schools collected 3300
pounds of film plastic for
recycling from November, 2019
through April, 2020. The winning schools, based on per
capita collection, were Gilbertsville-Mount Upton
Elementary School and Morris Middle/High School.

•

Volunteers, led by Sue Labudde, made 20 tote bags
from old pet food bags and donated them to the Angel
Network this fall.

•

Recycling committee members volunteered at the
Otsego ReUse Store in Oneonta to help organize the
store’s massive inventory.

•

Promoted food waste reduction and recycling in
webinars with NY DEC and the Fingerless Kitchen.

•

Participated in the planning and implementation of the
New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse &
Recycling (NYSAR3) annual conference.

We would like to express our gratitude to two important
people who have retired in 2020. Karen Sullivan retired this
past July as director of Otsego County Planning and Solid
Waste Department. Karen worked tirelessly for years to
promote responsible solid waste management in the
County, and to expand the County’s list of recyclable
materials. Meanwhile, Sue Labudde has decided to step
down from OCCA’s recycling committee. Sue has been a
great friend to OCCA and to recycling for a long time and
she provided us with beautiful, sturdy shopping bags that
will last a long time! Thank you, Sue and Karen, for your
dedication and support!
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UPPER SUSQUEHANNA
WATERSHED FORUM:
WATERSHED WEDNESDAYS
As the New York State Lead for the Choose Clean
Water Coalition, we again partnered with the Upper
Susquehanna Coalition to prepare a unique version of
the Upper Susquehanna Watershed Forum. Instead of
the traditional large group gathering, we broke the
forum into “micro-sessions” presented on Wednesday
mornings during the months of July, August, November
and December. These 30 minute sessions have
covered a variety of projects and topics throughout the
watershed to engage stakeholders in connecting with
the great work in sediment reduction, habitat
restorations, concerned species reintroduction
programs, agricultural practices and much more.
Some of the highlights so far include:
• Agricultural Solar Installations
• Cover Crop Studies
• Trees for Tributaries Program overview
• Hellbender Restoration Project
• Wetland Restoration
• Stream
Sustainability
•
Aquatic Invasive
Species
Management
• In-Stream habitat
restoration for fish
passage

CITIZEN MONITORING
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OCCA’s Citizen Science Stream Monitoring program
turned three this year! In this program, teams of
volunteer monitors collect field samples from area
surface waters and measure a variety of important
water quality indicators, including Dissolved
Oxygen, conductivity, pH, and key nutrients. The data
are shared through the Chesapeake Monitoring
Cooperative and are available to help inform
environmental policy, provide baseline conditions, and
track long-term changes across the landscape.
Like everything else, CSSM was impacted by the
pandemic. Sampling was canceled outright for March
and April. Beginning in May, teams were
allowed to return to the field provided they felt
comfortable doing so and could practice proper social
distancing while collecting and analyzing
samples. A number of our monitoring groups include
multiple members of a household; these groups were
able to get back out without a major disruption in data
collection.

INVASIVE SPECIES
In the second year of a three-year grant from NYS DEC,
OCCA was able to carry out high priority aquatic invasive
species surveys on an additional 10 waterbodies this year,
continuing our 15-year water chestnut removal at Goodyear
Lake, and, for the third year, carried out removals at Silver
Lake.
On-water activities provided us the opportunity to maintain
social distancing. In total, we were able to remove 1135
pounds of water chestnut from Goodyear (745lbs) and
Silver (390lbs) lakes. In addition, we were able to better
define the extent of a water chestnut infestation in Cherry
Valley that had been logged in 2019.
In addition to controlling this noxious invasive plant, our
control events were successful at engaging the public. In
six on water activities throughout the summer, 34
volunteers participated directly in the effort. We cannot do
this work without you, thank you!
Our efforts at Aquatic Invasive Species detection and
control also include European frog-bit. Though small in
size, this plant has the capability to have a big impact on
our local environments. This year’s activities were a good
news, bad news proposition: the good news was no new
frog-bit sites were found in Otsego County. To date, frog-bit
has only been confirmed at Silver Lake, in New Berlin and
at Clarke Pond in Springfield. Unfortunately, the extent of

the infestation in both sites is greater than originally
realized. To combat this, OCCA pulled frog-bit concurrently
with water chestnut at Silver Lake, and worked with the
Otsego Lake Association, the CRISP Watershed Stewards
Program, and the Capital Region PRISM to pull frog-bit at
Clarke Pond twice this summer. During these two events,
15 volunteers braved thigh-deep mud, leeches and rice
cutgrass to remove nearly 100 pounds of frog-bit.

INVASIVE SPECIES INTERN:
SIERRA STICKNEY
OCCA Invasive Species Intern, Sierra
Stickney, deserves credit for her hard work
this summer. Sierra, a Biology major at
SUNY Oneonta, spent countless
hours paddling, wading and slogging
through lakes, ponds, creeks and swamps
in search of invasive species. Sierra
also put together info graphics for our
Invasive Species Awareness Week social
media posts and presented on European
frog-bit for the Otsego Lake Association’s
annual meeting. In addition, Sierra cohosted multiple online Invasive Species
webinars with Jeff O’Handely as well as
assisted in the production of a boat washing
demo video to teach boaters how to
properly keep their watercraft clean and
reduce the spread of invasives. We hope
she enjoyed her summer as much as we
enjoyed having her work with us and wish
her all the best as she finishes up at college
this year.
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Energy Planning
Since late 2018, OCCA
has been working with the
Otsego County Energy
Taskforce (OCET) to
create a roadmap for
energy resource
management in Otsego
County. The task force is
comprised of business
leaders, academics,
engineers, nonprofits,
government agencies, and
citizen activists. The four
subcommittees of the task
force (environment,
economic development,
infrastructure, and
buildings and efficiency. To
help steer the process, the
Otsego County Board of
Representatives retained
Climate Action Associates
(CAA).
This year, OCCA has been
working with OCET to
analyze the environmental

impacts of different types
of energy development,
develop a survey
evaluating the energy
needs of our business
community, and make
management decisions as
part of the OCET
Leadership Committee.
The Otsego County
Energy Roadmap will be
an integral document in
helping Otsego County
take advantage of the
policies put forth by the
Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act
and protect the needs of
Otsego County’s large
energy consumers. In
2021, it is anticipated that
the draft plan will be
completed, with public
comment periods occurring
shortly thereafter.

Watershed Planning

Managing water resources
in New York State falls on
the shoulders of many
different people.
Effectively managing these
resources in Otsego
County requires careful
coordination amongst
public and private entities.
Protecting water quality
can be a challenging
endeavor for local
governments with limited
staff, expertise and
resources. This year
OCCA continued its
partnership with the New
York State Department of
Environmental
Conservation (DEC), the
Otsego Land Trust (OLT),
the Otsego County Soil
and Water Conservation
District (SWCD), the
Butternut Valley Alliance,
and the Otsego County
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Planning Department
(OPD) to develop a
watershed management
plan for the Butternut
Creek Watershed in
western Otsego County.
The purpose of the plan is
to help the Butternut Creek
Watershed’s 11
municipalities take
advantage of state and
federal programs to protect
water quality and water
supply without
compromising their
economic wellbeing. On a
more granular level, the
plan also helps the 11
municipalities coordinate
among themselves as
each town and village has
the legal authority to
regulate land-use as they
see fit. The draft plan is
anticipated to be
completed in early 2021.

IMPORTANCE OF PLANNING POST-COVID
In the field of planning, you are always told to prepare for
the unexpected. The coronavirus pandemic created an
unprecedented planning challenge for communities
throughout Otsego County and its surrounding region. In
addition to navigating prolonged closures of local
businesses, public offices, and recreational areas,
communities grappled with significant budget shortfalls as
well. In April 2020, 20.5 million people lost their jobs in the
United States, with 800,000 of those jobs being in the local
government sector.
Throughout the region, creating efficient programs for the
distribution of aid to small businesses, Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) to frontline workers, and incorporating
social distancing and cleaning protocols to ensure the
safety of our public spaces became a top priority for
planners. In Otsego County, COVID response efforts were
led by public-private partnerships like the City of Oneonta’s
Survive and Thrive Committee and the Community
Foundation of Otsego County. These partnerships were
able to facilitate rapid coordination with local governments
and plan a series of efforts designed to address the impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic such as providing small grants
to businesses, distributing PPE to frontline workers, and

allowing the City of Oneonta’s Main Street to open for
outdoor dining in 2020.
In Otsego County, planning efforts are typically initiated by
local governments. However, they are facilitated by
dedicated citizen volunteers, business owners, and other
members of the public. Otsego County’s 34 municipalities
have no full-time planning staff, with planning and land-use
regulation activities at the local level being managed by
appointed officials working on a volunteer basis.
The COVID-19 pandemic represented a stress test on the
ability of Otsego County’s citizens to come together and
plan an effective response to this crisis. OCCA provided a
series of webinars discussing how important it is for
communities to plan for their future—particularly as
communities across the country begin to reopen. The
webinars sought to empower citizens to engage in
volunteer-led planning efforts, and if possible, convince
their friends and neighbors to join them. While the
pandemic is by no means over, the efforts by community
organizations throughout the County have made a
substantial difference. And, for that, we are grateful.

SEQRA Training
In 1975, the New York State Legislature passed the New
York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).
The legislation and it's implementing regulations require
decision makers to weigh the environmental impacts of
proposed development projects and identify appropriate
mitigation strategies to address areas of environmental
concern.
The intention of SEQRA reviews are often misunderstood.
SEQRA reviews are not intended to approve or deny a
particular project. Rather, the SEQRA review process is
intended to be a fact-finding mission. The objective of the
mission is to encourage development that minimizes
environmental harm. The participants in the mission are
members of the public, local government officials, state
agencies, business owners, and residents living adjacent to
or near the project area. SEQRA reviews are meant to be

iterative in nature, with each round of review yielding more
information which, in turn informs a stronger application.
However, SEQRA reviews can become bogged down in
numerous ways. Contentious projects can create situations
in which differing views on how to conduct a SEQRA review
significantly delay a project’s approval. Disorganized review
processes can lead to key environmental issues being
missed. To help avoid these situations, OCCA provides lowcost trainings on SEQRA. The trainings are intended to
train both local government officials and the public on how
to conduct a SEQRA review that is expedient, equitable,
and thorough. If you know anyone who would be interested
in receiving a training on SEQRA, please contact OCCA
Environmental Planner Danny Lapin, AICP
at planner@occainfo.org.

Comprehensive Planning
Comprehensive plans are planning documents which
develop an understanding of current conditions in a
municipality, identify challenges and opportunities, and
outlines a growth strategy over 10- 20 years.
In 2020, OCCA received a contract to update the Town of
Sherburne’s 2004 Comprehensive Plan. Located in
central Chenango County, Sherburne is a Town
of 3,887 people. The Town’s boundaries envelop both

the Village of Sherburne and the Village of Earlville. This
creates a unique opportunity to coordinate planning
activities amongst the three municipalities. The planning
process is anticipated to start in December 2020.
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HEAT SMART MOHAWK VALLEY
June 2020 marked year three of our NYSERDA backed
clean heating and cooling campaign. This program,
previously run as Heat Smart Otsego, saw great success in
sharing clean
heating and cooling
technologies with
the residents
of Otsego county
including but not
limited to air source
heat pumps, ground
source heat
pumps, clean pellet
stoves, as well as energy
efficiency improvement measures like air sealing and
insulation.
With the start of the third year of the campaign we were
offered a fantastic opportunity to partner with the Mohawk
Valley Economic Development District’s Community Energy
Engagement program, also funded by NYSERDA. By
combining these two programs we were able to
turn Heat Smart Otsego into a new larger program
called Heat Smart Mohawk Valley which now brings all the
great programs and services Heat Smart Otsego offered to
the entire Mohawk Valley.
In September 2020, we officially launched the new
campaign with an online kickoff event headlined by
Congressman Paul Tonko (NY-20), a leading voice in the
national effort to leverage clean energy for job creation and
economic growth. Donovan Gordon, Director of Clean

Heating and Cooling at the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) also
spoke as well as our Campaign Director, Bennett Sandler.
One of the most exciting parts of this new campaign
includes using new marketing technologies to allow us to
connect with more residents, small businesses and
nonprofits throughout the region using digital
communication. Bennett Sandler, our campaign director is
at the helm working to make this new program a success.
Check out our new website heatsmartmv.org to learn about
the program. You can also watch one of our informational
sessions to find out how you might be able to take
advantage of clean heating and cooling technologies to
lower your greenhouse gas emissions make your home
more comfortable and save money!

EARTH FESTIVAL
2020 brought the 16th anniversary
of the OCCA Earth Festival. With the onset of COVID-19
and the global shut down, our world came to a standstill
right as we were to putting the finishing touches on Earth
Festival.
We knew we didn't want to give up such a longstanding
tradition just because the world had changed so we put on
our thinking caps and came up with a digital safe
alternative for all our OCCA community to enjoy. Digital
Earth Festival was born!
Taking Earth Festival from an 800+ person event in the
gym at Milford Central School to a multi-day series of
online webinars that focused on ‘reduce’ was no small
undertaking!
We tried to capture the feel of Earth Festival with multiple
vendors connecting with lots of different opportunities and
give ample opportunities to learn. We wanted to integrate
multiple formats and had to do a bit of ”learning while
doing” in the process.
Earth Festival this year consisted of a variety of online programs and workshops that included:
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•
•
•
•

Outdoor Mindfulness
Gardening in a Warmer Climate
Digital Photo Scavenger Hunt
How to Reduce your Energy Usages with Clean
Heating and Cooling Technology as well as
Community Solar
• How to Reduce Your Food Waste with Cornell
Cooperative Extention and the Fingerless Kitchen
Cooking demo
• How to Reduce Your
Solid Waste Coffee Talk
with Otsego County Solid
Waste and the Angel
Network for information
on recycling and reuse
Check out our YouTube
Channel to view any of our
Earth Festival Programs and
let us know what you think!

Karen Sullivan

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES
Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Activities

Year Ending December 31, 2019

January 1- November 15, 2020

Assets

Income

Current Assets
Cash

Direct Public Support
$152,912

Cash—Board designated endowment

$1,704

Grants and Contracts Receivable

$7,742

Contributions Receivable

$2,142

Prepaid expenses

$4,046

Total current assets

$168,546

Fundraising Event Income

$271.00

Miscellaneous Income

$976.01

Contracts
Grants and Awards
Restricted Contributions
Investment Income
Reimbursed Expenses
Total Income

Other Assets
Property and Equipment (depreciated)
Investments
Investments—
TOTAL ASSETS

$40,170
$477,203

Current liabilities
Accounts payable

$2,889

Payroll liabilities

$6,411
$9,300

Net Assets
Without donor restrictions
With donor restrictions
Total net assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$215,555.48
$580.00
-$11,122.59
$705.84
$240,608.70

Expenses
Personnel

$454,113

$212,439.00

Intern Stipends

$3,000.00

Professional Fees

$7,020.00

Operating Expenses

Liabilities and Net Assets

Total current liabilities

$12,995.12

$615
$267,872

Board designated endowment

$20,687.84

$18,885.36

Marketing/ Publishing

$9296.31

Meeting Expenses

$1,688.61

Travel

$2,750.05

Donations, Contributions, Gifts

$1,241.23

Project Expenses
Total Expenses
Earth Festival Net Income

$38,620.84
$294,950.40
$665.00

$13,790
$467,903
$477,203
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THANKS TO OUR DONORS

(THROUGH NOV. 1, 2020)

Butternut
Jason Antrosio
Velma Armstrong
Roy Bartoo
Cliﬀ & Patti Brunner Brian &
Elizabeth Burns Liz Callahan
John & Florence Carnahan
Matthew Chisdock
Peter & Vivienne Clark Sarah
Coney
Dan & Andrée Conklin David Cox
Kathleen & David Curley John Davis
Mark Delaney
Richard & Sandra DeRosa Robert &
Anne Dewell David Diaz
Eric & Sue Doane
Paul & Patricia Donnelly Kurt Ofer &
Teresa Drerup
Nancy & Bob Einreinhofer
William & Violetta Elsey
Patricia Seybolt & Michael Feulner

Scott Fickbohm
Stan & Joan Fox
Dennis & Linda Frado
Ben Friedell
Bill & Cynyhia Goertemoeller
Bill Hardy
Lori Henry
Valmiki Hoffberg
Timothy & Elizabeth Horvath Hollie
Jaﬀe
Linda Kulp
Raymond Kuta
Christina Labarre
Flo Loomis
Debra Mack
Herman Markert
Herbert & Mary Marx
Finn Jensen & Rosemary McCabe
Megan Irving & Chad McEvoy
Polly Messenger

Karen Mihan
Keith & Amy Parr
Nancy Potter & David Pearlman
Patricia Langan & George Peck
Timothy Pokorny
Jessie Ravage
James & Polly Renckens Mandy
Robinson
Susan Rosengrant
Larissa Ryan
Tom & Jo Ann Salo
William & Paula Schaeﬀer
Paul Scheele
Sean Shannon
Bob & Katy Smith
Cynthia Squires
Nathan & Holly Waterfield
Tim & Janet Williammee

Pine
Andrea Armstrong
Walt & Patricia Ashley
Peter Bakal
Carol Beechy
Ruth Berry
Richard & Anne Blabey
Andrew Blum
Robert Brzozowski
K. Wayne Bunn
Jackie Burke
Martha Clarvoe
Peter & Gert Coleman
James & Deborah Dalton
Michael Empey
Paul Mendelsohn & Ilse Funk
Sheryl Geisler
Leslie Gollhofer
John Gourlay
Cabryn Gurdo
Carla Hall
Bill & Barbara Harman
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James & Cynthia Hill
Dorothy & Charles Hudson
Elizabeth Imholz
Kari James
Patricia Riddell Kent & Steve Kent
Suzanne Kingsley
Andy Koshar
Adrian & Antoinette Kuzminski
Jack & Sue LaBudde
Michael & Carole Lachance
Yukiko Lapin
Sherry LaRose
Andrew & Melissa Marietta
Rich McCsﬀery
Joseph & Martha Membrino
Phyllis Newell
Adam & Paula Niebanck
Kathy & Stephen Paranaya
Mark Davies & Diana Portalatin
Janet Potter
E. Louis & Brigitte Priem

Giles Russell
Rosemary Samulski
Lisa Schweinfurth
Sarah Seaver
Alice Siegfied
Anna Stave
Katherine Stuligross
Elizabeth Susman
Robert Thomas
Pat Thorpe
Martha Van Lenten Becker
Caleb Wetenbaker
Patricia Weyland
Hilda & Sam Wilcox
RP Withington
Kelly Woods
Mike & Amy Wyant

THANKS TO OUR DONORS

(THROUGH NOV. 1, 2020)

Oak

Cherry

Peter Arquin

Elizabeth B. Harvey

Zsuzsanna Balogh-Brunstad & Keith Brunstead

John W. & Norma Lee Havens

Shelley Gallagher

James & Stephanie Patrick

Gemma Hall

Hudi Podolsky

Michael Kehoe

Sandy Bright & Charlie Scheim

Susan Kenny

Donna & James Vogler

Harry & Ellen Levine
John & Susanna Membrino

Chestnut

Merle Myerson
Robert & Karen Schlather

Eva Davy

Mary Anne Whelan

Edward & Vicky Lentz

Maple
Nancy & Emery Herman
Steven Zerby

Grants and Corporate Sponsors
Alex’s Bistro

Hannaford – Oneonta

Amazon Smile

Hodgman Kiernan Charitable Fund

Alpern Foundation

James Jordan Associates, Architects

Benson Real Estate Agency

NOAA

Bruce Hall Home Center

NY Council of Nonprofits

Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership

NY State Department of Environmental Conservation

Choose Clean Water Coalition

NY State Energy Research & Development Authority

The Clark Foundation

NYCM Insurance

Community Bank, N.A.

Otsego Lake Association

Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society

Richfield Springs Community

Delaware River Solar

Food Cooperative

Earth Force

The Scriven Foundation

Eggleston Foundation

Stewart’s Foundation
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An OCCA Shout Out to our
Amazing Volunteers!
A Huge Thank You to all our 2020
volunteers!
We want to thank each and every person who joined us for our
volunteer programing this year despite the additional social
distancing and safety precautions. Without your great efforts we
could not have accomplished all the great work we did in 2020.
Thank you,
The OCCA Staff
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CHEERS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Volunteers are essential to our work. From invasive species eradication to our citizen science
stream monitoring program, we would not be able to accomplish this great work without our
fantastic volunteers! Thank you for your hard work in making our programs a success.

Program Leaders

Shane Digan

Citizen Monitoring

Robert Garfield
Jim Hill

Anne Green

Charlie Scheim

Jimmy Diliberto

Tim Pokorny

Sandy Bright

Mike O’Neill

Mariana Pokorny

Sean Shannon

Graham Stroh

Bill Ralston

George Bonczek

Ed Lentz

Olivia Kuss

Eva Davy

Donna Vogler

Peter Regan

Daphne Monie

Alex Wing

Digital Earth
Festival

Finn Morgan

Recycling
Committee

Ron Bishop
Amy Parr
Keith Parr

Martha Clarvoe

Kathy Peters

Gary Feinland

Sue Labudde

Tim Peters

Mandy Robinson

Christina LaBarre

Liza Mundy

The Fingerless Kitchen

Eva Davy

Don Mundy

Karen Sullivan

Herb Marx

Mark Kugler

Shane Digan

Marty Van Lenten Becker

Christina LaBarre

Maureen Blanchard

Jeannine Kazacos

Heather Grant
Les Hasbargen

Earth Festival

Highway Cleanup

Ed Lentz

Martha Clarvoe

Becky Gretton

Eamonn Hinchey

Other Programing

Jason Crain

Monica Coville

Stephanie Crain

Hannah Ambrosino

Florence Loomis

Sierra Stickney

Sarah Coney

Anthony Montesano

Paul Lord

Committee

Invasive Species
Ed Bugel

Andy Pavlesich

Trails

Tom Pavlesich
Samantha Schultz

Stephanie Crain

Chuck Manee

Jason Crain

Elva Manee

Alexa Sundal
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Otsego County
Conservation
Association

P.O. Box 931
Cooperstown, NY
13326
607-547-4488

Have you seen our
new website?
www.occainfo.org

Thank you for your support

