
March 28, 2022 

The Honorable Kathy Hochul 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 

RE: Support for 2022-23 New York State Executive Budget proposal part RR, Extended Producer 

Responsibility Act. 

Dear Governor Hochul,  

The Otsego County Conservation Association strongly supports part RR of the 2022-23 New York State 

Executive Budget proposal concerning the establishment of an extended producer responsibility (EPR) 

program for consumer packaging and paper products in the state. This program is urgently needed to 

address the growing solid waste and recycling crisis facing local governments, taxpayers, and our 

environment.  As a 50+ year old non-profit conservation organization, we believe this action is a critical 

step in shifting the financial and environmental burden of reducing, reusing and recycling packaging 

materials directly to brands that distribute those materials with their products.  

We believe this policy will be a great foundation for future improvements to continue the work of putting 

responsibility on companies that are packaging products and creating this particular waste stream.  

Some items that could bolster this legislation in the future and that we would love to see include: 

• An expanded bottle bill. The New York State Returnable Container Act will be forty years old in 

2023. It has been a great success in reducing litter and increasing recycling containers. However, 

we believe the bill should be expanded to include wine, liquor, sports and energy drinks. 

• Increased emphasis on reduction. Increasing recycling rates and using more recycled content in 

packaging and products is laudable; however, we would like to see producers encouraged or 

incentivized to reduce pre-consumer packaging overall, particularly packaging made with 

plastics. This will reduce litter, microplastic pollution of our environment, and the use of 

petroleum needed for their manufacture.  

The Extended Producer Responsibility Act for Packaging and Paper Products is the latest example of 

New York State’s leadership in environmental protection. We applaud your continued support for the 

Extended Producer Responsibility Act for packaging and paper products.  

Thank you,  

 

 

Amy Wyant 
Executive Director 
Otsego County Conservation Association 


