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From my vantage point of OCCA Board President, I 
have to admit to being awed by the number and 
diversity of activities OCCA accomplished in 2021 as 
shown in the graphic on pages 4 and 5. From my 
perspective as an ecologist however, I view these 
activities, our staff, volunteers, donors and partners 
like an ecosystem, with its varied, interconnected and 
mutualistic components.  Even as one activity is 
labeled as a part of Outreach or Energy, it is at the 
same time intimately connected to our mission as 
part of Education or Planning.  As this issue of our 
Annual Report will show, the ecosystem that is OCCA functions through the active 
connections between our component parts. And like any ecosystem, it does not stand 
alone but, to paraphrase John Muir’s iconic quip, everything OCCA does is “hitched 
to everything else in the Universe." 
 
For example, our local recycling efforts protect land and resources not just locally, but 
largely in habitats beyond the Leatherstocking region.  While wise choices in local 
land use and good comprehensive planning serve to protect healthy streams and 
forests in our backyard, they also contribute to the provisioning of clean water and 
clean air well beyond the Susquehanna watershed. Likewise, mitigating the terrible 
impacts of climate change occurring across the entirety of the planet can be locally 
supported by specific OCCA programs for Clean Heating and Cooling at the level of 
individual homeowners, and with Climate Smart Communities for our Mohawk Region 
municipalities.  Beyond our own generations, OCCA’s efforts to educate new cohorts 
of teachers through our BWET institute, or in controlling invasive species in our lakes 
and byways, or simply showing people the beauty of stars in an astronomy program, 
all foster a love of nature that transcends our limited time on Earth.  

I ask each of you who read this annual report to ask yourself how you can be an active 
part of our OCCA ecosystem.   Read one of the upcoming Eco-Bulletins and get 
connected by volunteering or participating in one of our many events.  Encourage 
your friends, colleagues or neighbors to join in supporting an OCCA program by 
donating time, goods (Online Garage Sale), expertise or financial help to achieve 
these aims. Take a moment to thank any one of our hard working staff for the work 
that they do as part of the many clean-ups, outreach and partnerships they facilitate.  
And for those of you who have been with us over some portion of our 50+ year 
history, thank you for the support that got us to where we are now.  Please say “yes” to 
the future sustainability of OCCA by your renewed contributions to our general fund 
this year.   

With Best Wishes for the New Year ahead,    
Donna Vogler  
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HELLO FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Hi everyone! What an incredible year we’ve had. 2021 brought us a 
year filled with new programs, new and committed donors and 
volunteers, and a larger team! We worked with more interns and part -
time staff and hired two additional full-time staff to support our 
growing organization. I am incredibly impressed with all our 
supporters and your dedication to getting out there and working with 
us on projects and programs. Even during these times of uncertainty, 
you came out to join our hikes, walks, paddles, pulls, chops, webinars, 
and more. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered, donated, and 
shared our work. It is a goal of OCCA to continue spreading our mission across Otsego 
County and the greater Mohawk Valley to increase our impact, and we can’t do that without 
you.  

As we continue looking towards the future of OCCA, what matters most is how we’re 
connecting with you. We want to be sure the interconnectivity of our work is seen and 
understood by the public. Between the staff, board, and volunteers, the amount of work that 
OCCA gets done is outstanding and this report conveys the interconnectedness of that work. 
As an example, our work with our NOAA B-WET teacher training program, the Choose Clean 
Water Collation, management of Invasive Species in nearby waterways and Citizen Science 
Stream Monitoring of streams are all ways we work to protect Otsego Lake and in a bigger 
picture the Chesapeake Bay. 

The continued passion and energy you bring plus the ever-growing dedication to improving 
our home is invigorating and motivating. I look forward to 2022 with an open mind and high 
hopes. We are excited to have you be part of the continued protection of our water, air, and 
land. 



�4 OCCA 2021 Report

SEE HOW ALL OF OUR

Our work is connected in many 
ways. The programs and 
activities you see on these pages 
can be placed in many of our 
core focus groups: Education, 
Outreach, Energy, Recycling, 
Planning, and Conservation.  

Our efforts include collaborating 
with other organizations in our 
region to increase our impact. 
We value building partnerships 
through Otsego Outdoors, 
HeatSmart Mohawk Valley, 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Day, Climate Smart 
Communities, Invasive Species 
management, and our BWET 
Institute.  

Visit our website to learn more 
about what our team at OCCA 
does!
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WORK IS CONNECTED  

Check out the OCCA 
website for resources 
like How to Recycle, 

Events, Eco-Bulletins, 
Press Releases, and 

more!
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OUR TEAM

The team at OCCA is dedicated to the mission of OCCA, which is to promote the 
appreciation and sustainable use of Otsego County's natural resources through 

research, education, advocacy, planning and resource management and practice.  

As we approach the 50th anniversary of the Clean Water Act, OCCA has dedicated 
resources to improving and preserving local waterbodies such as Otsego Lake, 

Goodyear Lake, and Silver Lake. Our efforts with BWET bring relevant and real watershed 
education to teachers and their classrooms. The Citizen Science Stream Monitoring 

program empowers citizen volunteers to collect data in local waters and get connected 
to data that informs environmental policy.  

OCCA is always looking for local and regional organizations to partner with. We believe 
that collaborative efforts leads to more impact. Let us know how we can connect! 

L-R: Amy, Deirdre, Jeff, Anna, Patricia, Natalie, and Danny
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NEWEST TEAM MEMBERS & INTERNS

Deirdre Crouse joined OCCA in July 2021 as the Project Coordinator. Deirdre is 
invested in her community and has a passion for volunteering to help support 
those in need. Recently serving as President of the Cooperstown Lions Club, 
Deirdre is excited continue on their Board of Directors to make meaningful 
change. She believes in the mission of OCCA and believes we can all be 
stewards of the environment..

Natalie Reyes is the Outreach Specialist for HeatSmart Mohawk Valley. 
After earning her Master’s Degree in Museum Studies from the 
Cooperstown Graduate program, she joined the HeatSmart Mohawk 
Valley (HSMV) program to explore her passion for community 
engagement. In addition to her primary job functions, she was recognized 
by the Otsego County Conservation Association (OCCA) team for her 
commitment to environmental change within the Mohawk Valley region.

Anna Rutenbeck is the Campaign Outreach and Marketing Coordinator for 
HeatSmart Mohawk Valley, OCCA’s clean energy campaign. She fell in love 
with the Mohawk Valley during her graduate program in science museum 
studies at the Cooperstown Graduate Program, from which she graduated in 
May of 2021. Her love for the natural beauty of the region is what led her to 
OCCA, and her passions for environmental justice and climate resilience are 
what drew her to the HeatSmart campaign. 

Heather Grant, Liz Brown, Jessie Mathisen 
B-WET Staff

Shiori Green,  
Environmental Planning Intern
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Education is part of everything we do at OCCA. Whether it’s training town board members in 
the SEQR process, pulling invasive species or talking heat pumps, we’re always teaching. In 
2021 we were pleased to be able to offer more in-person educational events, including the 
return of popular programs such as “Early Birds at Mohican”, “Naked Eye Astronomy”—though 
the weather was not always cooperative, and the “Butternut Creek Paddle”. Also added in are 
what we hope will be new favorites, such as our “Ride and Walk” at the Lackawanna Trail Park.  

All in all we held nine in-person hikes/paddles this year attended by 99 people. In addition, 
we had a number of online events that covered topics such as invasive species, glyphosate, 
conservation easements, zoning, recycling, and restoring native species to local waterways. 

Partnerships continue to be a 
key part of our programming. 

This year OCCA partnered 
with Otsego Land Trust, 

Huntington Memorial Library 
in Oneonta, Delaware-Otsego 

Audubon Society, 
Susquehanna Chapter—

Adirondack Mountain Club, 
and Otsego 2000/

Glimmerglass Film Days to 
create special hikes, paddles 

and webinars. 

EARTH FESTIVAL
Earth Festival returned once again, primarily 
online, with presentations on invasive species, 
glyphosate, and land protection, and “chats” 
and Q&As with local partners such as the 
Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society, and 
Otsego County Solid Waste. The Earth Festival 
event also featured three hikes offered in 
partnership with Susquehanna Chapter 
Adirondack Mountain Club. Hikers enjoyed state 
and county forests throughout Otsego County. 
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EV CAR SHOW WITH DELAWARE-OTSEGO 
AUDUBON SOCIETY

In May, OCCA partnered with Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society to help 
bring a first-of-its-kind EV Car Show to Oneonta.  

Local EV owners and dealerships gathered at Neahwa Park to display and 
discuss the vehicles. Over 100 people attended the event. Attendees 
learned about the pros and cons of EV life, and were able to get a close up 
of a nice variety of EVs. - Jeff O'Handley

CHESAPEAKE  BAY HEADWATERS EDUCATIONAL ECOSYSTEM 
(B-WET)

Chesapeake Bay Headwaters Educational Ecosystem (CBHEE) wrapped up its first year. This 
exciting partnership with the NOAA’s Chesapeake Bay Watershed Education and Training 
program (B-WET) is a three year program aimed at increasing environmental literacy in the New 
York portion of the Chesapeake Bay watershed through a rigorous professional development 
program for teachers. The pandemic forced us to do most of the work online instead of in-
person, but 10 teachers completed lessons in watershed studies, including carrying out 
chemical and biological studies in streams, examining vegetation in the surrounding landscape, 
and learning how to incorporate civic engagement and action projects into their curriculum. We 
are currently planning our 2022 teacher institute and holding regular follow up meetings with 
2021 participants to help further guide them through the process of developing Meaningful 
Watershed Educational Experiences for their students.  - Jeff O'Handley

TRAILS

After a slow start to the year, OCCA began work on maintaining trails at Basswood Pond State 
Forest and Arnold Lake State Forest as part of a Volunteer Stewardship Agreement with the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. In July we debuted a new, trial 
program, “Trail Tuesdays”, which put volunteers on a section of trail to carry out basic 
maintenance activities, such as trimming overgrown vegetation, filling holes, and improving 
drainage. We’re looking forward to a full season of “Trail Tuesdays” in 2022! - Jeff O'Handley 
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RESEARCH & MANAGEMENT

For a second straight year OCCA partnered with the Upper 
Susquehanna Coalition to sponsor Watershed 
Wednesdays, a series of informative mini-webinars 
covering conservation initiatives and projects in the 
watershed.  Running weekly from August through early 
November, this popular series covered topics including 
buffer plantings, watershed wildlife, and more. 
 - Jeff O'Handley

UPPER SUSQUEHANNA WATERSHED FORUM:  
WATERSHED WEDNESDAYS

CITIZEN SCIENCE STREAM MONITORING

Established in 2018 in partnership with the Alliance for Aquatic Resource Monitoring 
(ALLARM) at Dickinson College, our Citizen Science Stream Monitoring program puts 
boots on the ground (or, in this case, in the water) to contribute meaningful data and 
understanding of Otsego County’s freshwater systems. Monitoring occurred on nine sites 
this year, with teams measuring water temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, nutrients and 
electrical conductivity. Data are uploaded to the Chesapeake Monitoring Collective and 
are available to support long term studies of conditions in the watershed, track changes 
over time and inform policy.  - Jeff O'Handley
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INVASIVE SPECIES

OCCA’s Invasive Species program had a very busy 2021. Activities included our continued efforts to 
eradicate water chestnut at Goodyear Lake, water chestnut and European frog-bit at Silver Lake, and 
European frog-bit at Clarke Pond. Early detection surveys for water chestnut and frog-bit, and rapid 
response efforts for newly discovered populations continued. Monitoring efforts continued for 
emerald ash borer infestations in ash trees, Japanese knotweed at Mohican Farm and Japanese 
angelica tree in Springfield. In addition, OCCA participated in two new citizen science projects: Tick 
Blitz, and spotted lanternfly/tree of heaven monitoring.  

Community participation has been critical in our efforts. This year, OCCA held 13 volunteer events 
aimed at invasive species removal. Volunteers received training in recognizing and properly removing 
water chestnut, European frog-bit and Japanese knotweed for these events. In all, 102 volunteers 
successfully removed more than 1,500 pounds of invasive plants from our lands and waters.  

Unfortunately, water chestnut in particular staged a comeback in Goodyear Lake this year and we are 
working on plans to hit it that much harder in 2022. - Jeff O'Handley

INVASIVE SPECIES INTERN: CHRISTIAN 
BRASHEAR

Congratulations to 2021 Invasive Species Intern, Christian Brashear, 
on his graduation this year from SUNY Cobleskill. Christian worked 
tirelessly this summer in search of water chestnut and European 
frog-bit, filling out reports of his findings, and cleaning off kayaks 
and canoes after events. In addition to surveying 40 waterbodies 
for invasive species, Christian got to lead a few “Paddle and Pull” 
days at Silver Lake, surveyed for ticks as part of “Tick Blitz”, searched for signs of emerald ash borer 
in Springfield and looked for spotted lanternfly and tree of heaven in state forests. Christian also 
created “Water Bodies Under Attack!”, a webinar presentation on Aquatic Invasive Species.  

Throughout the summer, Christian was professional, diligent and dedicated, and managed to 
retain his sense of humor through rainstorms, multiple flat tires and the unexpected appearance of 
a snake in his car! We thank Christian for his hard work and look forward to hearing about the next 
chapter on his life’s journey.  - Jeff O'Handley
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POLICY & PLANNING

Strong Plans lead to Strong Towns
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to place immense strains on the economy, the regional public health system, and on many 
municipalities’ ability to provide basic services to their residents.  Supply chain issues combined with inflation contributed 
significantly to increased infrastructure project costs. At the same time, municipalities throughout the region are constrained by a 2% 
limit on the annual growth of property taxes levied by local governments. The constraints on local governments’ ability to raise 
revenue coupled with increasing costs of providing services and global issues such as the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change 
necessitates a forward-thinking approach to local governance. Despite the existing challenges facing communities throughout the 
region, 2022 brings forth plenty of opportunities for forward thinking planning. The passage of President Biden’s $1 trillion 
infrastructure bill and the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) will provide municipalities with a golden opportunity to invest in key 
infrastructure and community development projects within their boundaries. The upcoming release of the 2020 decennial census 
data will provide communities with insight into the changes in socioeconomic conditions.  
 
Capitalizing on federal and state funding requires three basic elements: 1) strong leadership; 2) willingness to put in the time to 
implement projects; and 3) a willingness to design and follow long-term plans. Strong leadership involves being willing to spend 
the time to listen to the needs of community members, continually reevaluate and improve public services, and the ability to bring 
together diverse groups of stakeholders to implement projects. Finally, the willingness to design and follow long-term plans 
requires local officials being willing to identify tangible, implementable objectives that can be measured and evaluated. For 
example, it’s one thing to say your community will fight climate change. It’s another to say your community will fight climate change 
by creating a pilot district geothermal heating and cooling program in your downtown.  
 
A strong plan with measurable objectives makes it easier for funders to understand how your community will use grant funding. A 
strong plan shows that your community has taken the time to understand its current condition and think about its prospects for 
long-term prosperity, and shows funders that your community has the buy-in to see projects to completion. Embarking on the 
creation of these plans can be difficult, however—OCCA can help. Through its Circuit Rider Planner Program, OCCA provides low-
cost consulting services to communities throughout the Mohawk Valley. - Danny Lapin 

Planning Department Interns

In 2021, The Planning Department benefitted from the time and efforts of Ben Powell and Shiori Green. Ben was 
with us from January to May 2021, and worked the get the Otsego County Energy Task Force started. Shiori has 
been working with Danny and the Town of Sherburne on their Comprehensive Plan update. Shiori has now taken 
lead of the Task Force to build out the interactive website to get the Energy Roadmap online for the public to view.
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In December 2020, OCCA received a contract to update the Town of Sherburne’s 2004 Comprehensive Plan. 
Located in central Chenango County, the Town of Sherburne is home to 3,887 people and encompasses two 
villages: the Village of Sherburne and the Village of Earlville.  

The Town of Sherburne is home to several scenic vistas such as Rexford Falls and contains a vibrant village center 
in the Village of Sherburne. The Town and Village are currently embarking upon a joint venture to improve 
broadband internet access to Town and Village residents through Sherburne Electric. Additionally, the Town is 
home to several placemaking activities which make the Town an attractive place to live such as the annual 
Pageant of the Bands hosted by Sherburne Earlville Central School. The Village of Earlville is also home to the 
Earlville Opera House whose programming attracts visitors from throughout the region. 

In 2021, OCCA worked with the Town to launch the Comprehensive Planning process. The first step to doing so 
was to develop a public survey that was sent out to residents of the Town of Sherburne, Village of Sherburne, and 
Village Earlville. The next step involves creating a Town/Village Steering Committee which will be tasked with 
guiding the development of the Comprehensive Plan. - Danny Lapin 

Butternut Creek Watershed Management Plan

Town of Sherburne Comprehensive Plan

In September 2021 OCCA completed the Butternut Creek Watershed Management Plan (BCWMP). The Plan 
represents a multi-agency collaboration with the Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District, the Otsego 
Land Trust, the Butternut Valley Alliance, the Otsego County Planning Department, and the New York State 
Department of Conservation. The plan is intended to provide communities in the Butternut Creek Watershed 
with a framework to coordinate land-use activities in the watershed to protect water quality.  

The Butternut Creek Watershed is located in western Otsego County and encompasses eight towns and two 
villages originating at Angel Hills in the Town of Burlington and flowing until it meets the Unadilla River in the 
Town of Mount Upton. The Butternut Creek is also home to pristine aquatic habitats which harbor sensitive 
species like the hellbender salamander and the American eel.  

The BCWMP is intended to act as an offshoot of the New York State Phase III Watershed Implementation Plan 
(WIP). The WIP explains how New York State will meet the long-term water quality targets established by the 2010 
Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). Meeting these targets requires careful collaboration 
between local governments and private landowners. The BCWMP outlines several cost-effective strategies to 
achieve that level of collaboration ranging from creating a pilot stream bank restoration program to increasing 
the number of certified Nutrient Management Planners working within the watershed. The Plan is anticipated to 
be adopted by the Otsego County Board of Representatives in December 2021. - Danny Lapin 
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HEATSMART MOHAWK VALLEY
June 2021 marked year four of OCCA’s NYSERDA-
backed clean heating and cooling campaign. 2021 has 
been a huge year for HeatSmart Mohawk Valley, 
marked by OCCA’s decision to bring campaign staff 
internally with the hiring of Campaign Outreach and 
Marketing Coordinator Anna Rutenbeck in July. Anna 
brings to the campaign expertise in informal science 
education and community outreach. 

As the Community Energy Engagement Program winds 
down towards the end of 2021, HeatSmart has 
continued to focus on community outreach, especially 
to low and middle income communities throughout the 
Mohawk Valley. To that end, OCCA and HeatSmart 
hired Outreach Specialist Natalie Reyes at the 
beginning of October to increase outreach capacity 
and efficacy.  

2021 saw the launch of the Village of West Winfield 
Community Campaign, for which HeatSmart Mohawk 
Valley provided outreach and marketing assistance, as 
well as the planned launches of other community 
campaigns throughout the region. HeatSmart Mohawk 
Valley tabled at events like the Cooperstown Fall Fling, 

the New Hartford National Drive Electric Week Event, 
and the Schoharie County Home and Garden show. We 
helped numerous residents of the Mohawk Valley learn 
about ways to make their homes more comfortable and 
reduce their utility bills, as well as provided many low 
and middle-income Mohawk Valley residents with 
assistance applying for NYSERDA’s EmPower and 
Assisted Home Performance programs, ensuring that 
clean energy solutions are accessible to all. 

Looking forward to 2022, HeatSmart plans to continue 
offering accessible and equitable education and 
assistance to Mohawk Valley residents. Clean energy 
and electrification are more important than ever. The 
reduction of New Yorkers’ reliance on fossil fuels 
benefits all, and HeatSmart Mohawk Valley is one group 
leading that charge. We invite you to check out our 
website at www.heatsmartmv.org and explore clean 
energy solutions for you and your home or business.  
- Anna Rutenbeck 

HEATSMART MOHAWK VALLEY INTERNS

HeatSmart Mohawk Valley also benefited from 
contributions by this year's Clean Energy 
Marketing Intern, James Moorehead. James 
helped create content for community 
campaigns, grow our social media following, 
and streamline some of our processes.  

http://www.heatsmartmv.org
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Statement of Financial Position 
Year Ending December 31, 2020    

Assets 
 Current Assets 

Cash                       $145,227 
Grants and Contracts Receivable                     $7,742 
Contributions Receivable           $3,242 
Prepaid expenses                          $5,328 
 Total current assets                         $161,539 

 Other Assets 

Property and Equipment (depreciated)             $615 
Investments         $259,473 
Investments— 
Board designated endowment                       $42,441 
   TOTAL ASSETS     $464,068 

Liabilities and Net Assets  
 Current liabilities 

Accounts payable          $13,448 
Payroll liabilities                
$5,249 
  Total current liabilities        $18,697 

Net Assets 
 
Without donor restrictions        $443,045 
With donor restrictions               $2,326 
  Total net assets       $445,371 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets                     $464,068 

Statement of Activities 
November 16, 2020 – November 14, 2021 

Income 
 
Direct Public Support                   $36,782.71 
Fundraising Event Income          $757.77 
Miscellaneous Income        $1,639.54 
Contracts                               $100,369.41 
Grants and Awards   $332,288.44 
Restricted Contributions            $75.00 
Investment Income & Unrealized Gain   $40,312.44 
PPP Loan                   $39,149.14 

  Total Income            $551,374.45 

Expenses  
 
Personnel    $336,010.01 
Intern Stipends        $3,713.75 
Professional Fees       $4,880.00 
Operating Expenses                  $34,135.01 
Marketing/Publishing       $3,388.48 
Meeting Expenses            $32.35 
Travel         $3,188.75 
Donations, Contributions, Gifts    $13,421.22 
Project Expenses                  $71,333.06 

 Total Expense            $470,102.63 
 
Earth Festival Net Gain/Loss                    -$384.96 

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES
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THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF  OUR DONORS
(THROUGH NOV 1, 2021)

BUTTERNUT

PINE

Sandy and Mark Andrews 
Anonymous 
Jason Antrosio 
Melissa Belbusti 
Robert Bensen 
Carol Akin and Marilyn Bradshaw 
Cliff & Patti Brunner 
Brian & Elizabeth Burns 
John Chamard 
Matthew Chisdock 
Peter & Vivienne Clark 
Dan & Andrée Conklin 
Paul Conway 
Terry and Barb Crandall 
Jennifer Critti-Lebeau 
Deirdre Crouse 
Kathleen & David Curley 
John Davis 
Kathryn Demby 
Kristen DerGurahian 
Paul & Patricia Donnelly 
Dennis & Linda Frado 
Sheryl Geisler 

Bill & Cynthia Goertemoeller 
John Gourlay 
Les Grummons 
Joe and Nina Hart 
Nicole Hebert 
Ken Higgins 
James and Cynthia Hill 
Thomas Hohensee 
Elizabeth Imholz 
Hollie Jaffe 
Gary Koutnik 
Yukiko Lapin 
Paul Lord 
Donna Bailey-Mackie & Angus 
Mackie 
Anthony Manzanero 
Andrew and Melissa Marietta 
Scott McDonough 
Adam and Paula Niebanck 
Jeffrey and Susan O’Handley 
Paul Palumbo 
Tali Papadakos 
Keith & Amy Parr 

Nancy Potter & David Pearlman 
Patricia Langan & George Peck 
Robert and Barbara Pickel 
Timothy Pokorny 
Thomas Rom 
Christina Rosenthal 
Edward W. Rucker 
Warren and Jane Ryther 
Carla Scheele 
Paul Scheele 
Lisa Schweinfurth 
Peter and Linda Shea 
Bob & Katy Smith 
Cynthia Squires 
Karen Sullivan 
Suzanne Summers 
Lucy Townsend 
Peter and Shelley Wallace 
Suzanne Ward 
Jeanne Westcott 
Leon and Lucille Wiggin 
Robert and Jennifer Withington 

Bruce and Diane Aaronson 
Kathryn Allen 
Jane Bachman 
Peter Bakal 
Michael and Stephanie Bauer 
Richard & Anne Blabey 
James Bordley 
K. Wayne Bunn 

Peter & Gert Coleman 
James & Deborah Dalton 
Eileen Digan 
Kurt Ofer & Teresa Drerup 
Douglas and Dorothy Fielder 
Paul Mendelsohn & Ilse Funk 
John and Karen Given 
Bill & Barbara Harman 

Jane and Joe Homburger 
Dorothy & Charles Hudson 
David Hutchison 
Betsy Jay 
Patricia Riddell Kent & Steve Kent 
Suzanne Kingsley 
Andy Koshar 
Adrian & Antoinette Kuzminski 



�17 OCCA 2021 Report

THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF  OUR DONORS
(THROUGH NOV 1, 2021)

CHERRY

OAK

MAPLE

CHESTNUT

GRANTS AND CORPORATE SPONSORS

PINE, con't

Roger & Carla MacMillan 
Megan Irving & Chad McEvoy 
Joseph & Martha Membrino 
Phyllis Newell 
Katherine O’Donnell 
Katherine Ferrara & Guy Panzer 
Janet Potter 
E. Louis & Brigitte Priem 
Lee Robbins 
Tom & Jo Ann Salo 
Paul & Connie Tedesco 
Pat Thorpe 
Alfred Tinger 
Sydney Waller 
Caleb Wetenbaker 
Deni Wicks 
Hilda & Sam Wilcox 
Tim & Janet Williamee 
Mike & Amy Wyant 

Peter Arquin 
Zsuzsanna Balogh-Brunstad 
& Keith Brunstead 
Mark Davies 
William and Violetta Elsey 
Carla Hall 
Gemma Hall 
Michael Kehoe 
Susan Kenny 
Virginia and Richard Lee 
Harry & Ellen Levine 
John & Susanna Membrino 
William and Mickie 
Richtsmeier 
Sandy Bright & Charlie 
Scheim 
Robert & Karen Schlather 
Robert Thomas 

Doug and Ginny Hastings 
Katharine Lloyd 
William Ralston 
Aviva Schneider and Peter Regan 
Donna and James Volger 
Kelly Woods 
Douglas and Cheryl Zamelis 

Amazon Smile 
Alpern Foundation 
Andela Tool & Machine, Inc. 
Ashley-Connor Realty 
Benson Real Estate Agency 
Boon Supply 
Choose Clean Water Coalition 
The Clark Foundation 
Community Bank, N.A. 
Delaware River Solar 
Eggleston Foundation 

Goodyear Lake Association 
Elizabeth B. Harvey Fund 
Hodgman Kiernan Charitable Fund 
IBM Matching Donation 
James Jordan Associates, Architects 
NOAA 
NY Council of Nonprofits 
NY State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
NY State Energy Research & 
Development Authority 

NYCM Insurance 
Otsego Lake Association 
Planet Green 
Kathryn and Stephen Paranay 
Charitable Fund 
Rotary Club of Cooperstown 
The Scriven Foundation 
Stewart’s Foundation 
Tianaderrah Foundation 
Unitarian Universalist Society of 
Oneonta, Inc. 

Eva Davy 
Diane Graf 
Lou Allstadt & 
Melinda Hardin 
Hudi Podolsky 

Anonymous 
Edward & Vicky 
Lentz 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CHEERS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Jim Hill (Naked Eye Astronomy) 
Becky Gretton (Early Birding) 
Mike O'Neill (Leatherstocking Golf Course) 
Graham Stroh, Ed Lentz, Alex Wing (Butternut Valley) 
Liza Mundy (Earth Fesitval Hikes) 
Dan Wixted, Paul Lord, Sarah Coney, Michelle Herman, David Diaz, Shane Digan, 
Jordan Clements, Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society (Earth Festival webinars) 
Ben Gottfried and the staff of the UC&SV Railroad 

B-WET Team: Jessie Mathisen, Liz Brown, Heather Grant, Eileen Digan, and 
advisory board members Betsy Ukeritis, Dominick Fantacone, Michael Jabot, and 
Aaron Sorensen

Trail Volunteers: Tom Walsh, Liza Mundy, Don Munday, Connie Tedesco, and 
Eric Braven

Citizen Science Stream Monitoring Volunteers: George Bonczek, Ron Bishop, 
Sandy Bright, Eva Davy, Heather Grant, Les Hasbargen, Mark Kugler, Christina 
Labarre, Ed Lentz, Vicky Lentz, Daphne Monie, Finn Morgan, Liza Mundy, Don 
Mundy, Amy Parr, Keith Parr, Kathy Peters, Tim Peters, Charles Scheim

OCCA offers our appreciation to our volunteer program leaders

Household Hazardous Waste Day Volunteers: Rick Brockway, Ed Bugel, Ryan 
Eldred, Jason Hempstead, Teresa Gifford, Jim Hill, Cindy Hill, James Hill, Mary 
Myers, Amy Wyant, Deirdre Crouse, Sue Labudde, Sierra Stickney, Bill Ralston, 
Kimberley Adee, Rich McCaffery, Dot Hudson, Paul Mendelsohn, Jeannine 
Kazacos, Stacey Kazacos, Liza Mundy, Martha Clarvoe
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Drive Through, Volunteers (Earth Festival)

Martha Clarvoe 
Amy Wyant 
Eva Davy 
Jeannine Kazacos 
Trish Riddell Kent 
Shane Digan 
Sierra Stickney 
Cathy Russell 

Rich McCaffery 
Bob Sutherland 
Karen Sullivan 
Patricia Seybolt 
Maureen Murray 
Donna Vogler 
Samantha Magglio 
Sophia Calabrese 

Emily Heinz 
Paul Mendelson 
Christian Brashear 
Andree Conklin 
Christina Labarre 
Elaine Bonadies 
Bill Hardy 
Ryan Eldred 

Jason Hempstead 
Nancy Potter 
Cindy Murphy 
William Rowland 
Danny Lapin 
Trish Riddell Kent 
Steve Kent

Invasive Species (Aquatic)

Baileigh Behan  
Ed Bugel  
Gable Bugel 
Christopher Collins  
Jason Crain  
Stephanie Crain  
Steve Eichler  
Chip Cotton  
Heidi Geisz  

Ruby Cotton  
Emma Gotung  
Steve Herrmann  
Barbara Hein  
Bill Hoogterp  
Peter Hoogterp  
Sandy Howes  
Scott Howes  
Suzanne Iannello  

Mary Keefe  
Angus Mackie  
Sheilla McCaskill  
Maureen Murray  
Sean Murray  
Ken Neunzig  
Betsy O’Brien  
Mike Pepper  
Mariana Pokorny 

Tim Pokorny 
Bill Ralston 
Jessie Ravage 
Gabrielle Shipman 
Adam Tracy 
Donna Vogler 
Amy Wyant  
Makayla Craig 
Jasper Cotton 

Invasive Species (Terrestrial)

Jeannine Kazacos  
Stacey Kazacos  
Mary Keefe  
Becky Hess  
Bill Ralston  

Matt Chisdock  
Liz Brown  
Jillian Segina  
Alex Segina  
Victoria Hines  

Justin Pena  
Danielle Jackson  
Jonathan Jordan  
Dominic McLean  
Nicholas Nunez  

Matthew Cione  
Colin Davis  
David Sosnick 
Deirdre Crouse 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Have you heard about our Little Things Campaign?

Taking small steps every day is one of the ways we can make a difference 
in our local environment and the world. Whether you choose to spend more 
time outside, recycle the correct way, avoid purchases you don't 
really need, or help someone in your community with a 
project, it's the little things that really add up.  

Our Little Things Campaign is ongoing, and here to 
show you that small acts make a different. This includes 
sharing our campaign with others and spreading the word! Use this 
QR code to visit our Little Things Campaign page to view all of the little things 
you can do to make a difference!

Please support OCCA by taking our survey!

www.tinyurl.com/OCCASURVEY

Your feedback will help us 
improve as an organization, 

and will help us help Otsego 
County!

http://www.tinyurl.com/OCCASURVEY
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